Week 11: Will the body be raised?
QUOTE: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed…”  ~ 1 Corinthians 15:51 (NKJV)
When you see or hear the word mystery, images of Sherlock Holmes or Agatha Christie might come to mind, but from a Biblical standpoint a mystery is something that is typically hidden in the Old Testament and later revealed in the New Testament.  Tonight, we look at the mystery of the resurrection.
· Meaning of ‘resurrection’

· Old and New Testament views
· Resurrection facts
· Resurrection questions

I. Meaning of ‘resurrection’

The English word ‘resurrection’ comes from the Greek word anastasis (an-as'-tas-is).  If you are following along at home, the Strong’s Reference number is 386.  The Greek word comes from aná, which means "up, again“ and from hístēmi, "to stand”.  The literal definition would be to "stand up" or "stand again".

The instances of this in the Bible refer to the physical, bodily resurrection of Christ – and people (both of the redeemed and the unredeemed).
II. Old and New Testament Views
A. Old Testament
In Jesus time, the two main groups of Jews were divided into groups known as the Pharisees and Sadducees.  One of the main differences between these groups, although not the only difference, was the view on the resurrection of the dead.  Pharisees believed in an afterlife, but Sadducees did not.  I’m not sure how Sadducees would explain the Old Testament verses below, but it sure seems like the Old Testament supports this notion of resurrection.

· Isaiah 26:19 “Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise.  Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”
· Job 19:25-26 “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God”
· Daniel 12:2 “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

B. New Testament
A primary doctrine of the New Testament is the belief that Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected back to life.  This is a critical belief, and it was a requirement to be an apostle of Christ.  It is also a central theme preached throughout the New Testament.
· John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”
· 1 Cor 6:14 “And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.”

· I Cor 15

III. Resurrection facts 
A. Timing

1. Jesus declared believers raised “at the last day” – John 6:39,40,44
In these three verses, Jesus uses the phrase “at the last day” to show this is when believers would be raised.

2. Jesus declared unbelievers raised “at the last day” – John 12:48

Jesus also uses the phrase “at the last day” to indicate this is when unbelievers would be raised.

3. Paul declared a single resurrection of just and unjust – Acts 24:15

Paul indicates there will be a single resurrection of both the just and the unjust, which supports Christ’s teaching in John.  Note here the singular nature of the resurrection rather than an ongoing process that some believe takes place when people die.

4. Paul links Jesus return with the resurrection 

Paul wrote both Corinthians and Thessalonians, and he uses phrases and language that tie Jesus return mentioned in Thes and the resurrection mentioned in Corinthians.

1 Thes 4:16-17 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”  

1 Cor 15:51-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

B. Body – 1 Corinthians 15:42-49
Paul devotes an entire chapter to the resurrection because he was combating false teachers that were leading people astray.  He clearly points out that Christians will receive a “heavenly body”, which means there will be an afterlife.  In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul makes some observations about our physical bodies and our resurrected “heavenly” bodies.
1. Corruption/Incorruption

DISCUSSION:  What do you think corrupt/incorrupt means in verse 42?

Other translations user perishable/imperishable, and I think this paints a clearer picture in our language today.  Our earthly bodies are subject to death, but our heavenly bodies will be immortal.
2. Dishonor/Glory
DISCUSSION:  What do you think Paul means by our bodies being sown in dishonor in verse 43?

All the translations I checked used dishonor and glory for this second description of our earthly and heavenly bodies.  

Most commentators I looked at touched on the rather disgusting process of decomposition of the human body when it dies.  They point out this is a rather dishonorable process, but our heavenly bodies will rise up in “glory”.  Most commentators attribute this to being beautiful and whole.

DID YOU KNOW?: In the story of Lazarus, Jesus tarried some four days before he showed up to raise his friend Lazarus.  Four days put the question of Lazarus death beyond all doubt because by four days the body started to stink, which Martha mentions in the story.  

3. Weakness/Power

The frailty of the human body may be concealed for a time, but as we age it becomes harder and harder to hide. Our body dies because it succumbs to deterioration and disease. It is weak.  Our heavenly bodies will be “powerful” in some sense.  I’m not sure if that means we’ll have superpowers (
4. Natural/Spiritual
ILLUSTRATION: J. Vernon McGee tells a story from the 1920’s, where there was a great debate about whether the resurrection was bodily or spiritual.  Some Greek Scholar from the University of Chicago wrote a paper on the resurrection and this doctor put forward the resurrection was spiritual in nature and we would not have a body of some kind.  Another Greek scholar challenged him and asked this question, “Which is stronger, a noun or an adjective?”  You see the first scholar was placing the emphasis on the adjective spiritual and was overlooking the noun body.  Let’s look at verse 44 again, “It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.”
5. First Adam/Last Adam
The final observation Paul makes about the earthly and heavenly bodies is a link to Adam.  The first Adam, the first man God created was physical in nature.  The last Adam, which the scripture uses to reference Christ is spiritual in nature.  
IV. Resurrection Questions
A. DISCUSSION: What kind of resurrection took place in Matthew 27:52-53?
It seems we have at least three choices:

1. Zombies!

Our pop-culture has a fascination with zombies, also known as the living the dead.  I even found a few Web sites that cited this scripture as Biblical proof zombies exist!  In all seriousness, I’m pretty confident this wasn’t some kind of scary, freak show. 

2. Physical resurrection (e.g., Lazarus)

This was a physical resurrection only, a raising of the dead back to a physical life much the same as Lazarus.  The people raised would eventually die again.

3. Spiritual resurrection  (e.g., 1 Cor 15)

This was a spiritual resurrection where these saints took on spiritual bodies like we read about in 1 Corinthians 15.

DISCUSSION: Does 1 Corinthians 15:20 shed some light?
I personally think 1 Corinthians 15:20 sheds some light “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  It appears that Christ’s resurrection is the first fruits not these risen saints.
B. DISCUSSION: Will our spiritual bodies be like Jesus’ resurrected body?
1. Same physical, wounded body
Jesus’ body appears to the same one that he died with, complete with the same wounds as noted in Luke 24:39 “Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see…”

2. Made of flesh and bones
Jesus’ body was made of flesh and bones and was not some kind of sprit as stated in the second half of Luke 24:39 “…for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”
3. Able to eat

Some commentators believe Jesus didn’t really need to eat, but he did to so to prove he was in a human form and a spirit form as shown in Luke 24:41-43 “But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, “Have you any food here?” So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their presence.”

4. Able to disappear

A unique aspect of Jesus’ resurrected body is the ability to disappear as noted in Luke 24:30-31 “Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.”

C. DISCUSSION: Did Jesus’ resurrected body undergo some kind of transformation before he went to Heaven?
I personally think 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 clearly indicates human bodies are not suited for Heaven, and that we must undergo some kind of change.  Jesus states he had flesh and bones when he appeared to his disciples, which leads me to believe he underwent some kind of transformation similar to that mentioned in 1 Corinthians after he ascended up into the clouds.
Another scripture in 1 John seems to indicate the Jesus might have undergone some kind of transformation so that we can be like him.  1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

V. Assurances

A. The fear of death is lower for Christians

I thought about putting “should be” in this bullet, but that seems to be indicating a bit of fear and doubt.  The faithful Christian does not need to fear death and the what will happen next.  Instead, death is something to look forward to as Paul mentioned several times in scripture.  

B. Christians have hope for their dead

When faithful Christians die, we mourn the loss of their Earthly presence, but we rejoice in their hope of eternal life in Heaven!  Unfortunately, there is no hope for the Atheist, and for those that willfully are outside God’s presence.

C. We shall live again!

ILLUSTRATION: The Fountain of Youth is a legendary spring that reputedly restores the youth of anyone who drinks of its waters. Tales of such a fountain have been recounted across the world for thousands of years.  The legend became particularly prominent in the 16th century, when it became attached to the Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León, who explored parts of what we know as Florida today.  

Clinging to life is something natural to humans, and that is what is so exciting about the resurrection.  Even though our earthly bodies will die someday, faithful Christians will live eternally as promised in John 3:16.
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