Week 12: What about the Judgment?
QUOTE: Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “…we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.”
I chose this quote because it speaks of our dissatisfaction with the injustices here on this earth.  Whether it is prejudices against someone because of their color or their gender, we live in a world of injustices.  Deep down inside, none of us will be satisfied until the final justice is brought about with God’s final judgment.
· Judgment facts
· What is the “day of the Lord?”
· Judgment questions
I. Judgment Facts
A. All shall stand before Judgment seat of God 
Rom 14:10-12 “…For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written:  'As I live, says the LORD, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.'” So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”

B. Mankind judged by deeds, words, thoughts 

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

Matthew 12:36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.”

1 Corinthians 4:5 “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.”

C. No partiality 
Acts 10:34-35 “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”  Paul reaffirms this in Romans 10:12 “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.”
II. What is the “day of the Lord?”
A. Old Testament
The phrase the “day of the Lord” occurs 18 times in the King James Version of the Old Testament.  For the sake of time, I am not going to cover all these scriptures.  If you do a Bible search for the phrase, you’ll find these do indicate a time of judgment, but that don’t necessarily indicate a “final judgment” (i.e., end of the world).  
“End of the world” or AD 70?
Depending on your end times view, you can look at Isaiah 2 and Joel 2 as either predictors of the “end of the world” or AD 70.  

Isaiah 2:12 “For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:”   Verses 19-21 talk about men hiding in the “clefts of the rock”, which is very similar to the language used in Revelation 6:12-17 when the Sixth Seal is broken.  

Joel 2 mentions the “day of the Lord” in verses 1, 11, and 31.  And Peter would quote verses 28-32 in his sermon at Pentecost (see Acts 2:16-21).  
Full Preterists claim the “day of the Lord” mentioned in these verses refers to Jesus’ return in AD 70.  On the other hand, the various flavors of Millennialism claim these verses refer to Jesus’ future return and the end of the world.

B. New Testament
1. Acts 2:16-21 – we already touched on this passage when we linked it to Joel 2
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”

This passage does not directly relate to a time of judgment, but verse 9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,” seems to indicate the outcome of this “day of the Lord” is either wrath or salvation based on our choices.
3. 2 Peter 3:9-11 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,”


The timing of the “day of the Lord” coincides with the description in 1 Thessalonians in that it comes as “thief in the night”.  This passage goes on to indicate an end to the world if you take the verses literally.  

4. 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”  

5. 2 Corinthians 1:13-15 – I’m going to skip over this passage because it seems to be a formal greeting to the Corinthians were Paul talks about rejoicing over them in the “day of the Lord Jesus”

* Both of these passages are slightly different in that they are the “day of the Lord Jesus”.  The reference in 1 Corinthians does seem to tie into a day of judgment, although the reference in 2 Corinthians doesn’t seem to have a specific link.
III. Judgment Questions
A.
DISCUSSION: Do the last day, day of Judgment, and day of the Lord occur at the same time?

The closest scripture I can find that links these events together is in 1 Peter 3:1-13, and it depends how you interpret the scripture with your end times beliefs.  I haven’t studied enough of the full Preterist belief to understand how they explain this passage.  I know the pre-millennial view has problems because they require two judgments – one prior to the rapture, and one after the 1,000 year reign.  The post and amillennial views group all these events together at the end of the world.

B.  DISCUSSION: Are we judged at death?

Heb 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment”  This verse doesn’t give us a specific timeline to indicate when this judgment occurs after we die.  The Full Preterist believes it is immediately after death, and then you go to your respective final resting place.  The millennial views put this judgment at different times.

Luke 16:19-31 – story of Rich man and Lazarus – there does appear to be some kind of placement going on in this passage as the Rich man is in torment and Lazarus is in a place of rest.  It doesn’t appear that this is necessarily heaven and hell as we think of them though.

C. DISCUSSION: Are there levels of reward and punishment?
The PowerPoint deck features a picture of a man standing on the bema.  This is the Greek term to represent a raised platform that was typically used to recognize athletes on their performance.  It also appears to be place of judgment in the sense of a trial.  

Some Bible commentators put forward the notion that Christians are already forgiven of sins, so the judgment seat consists of rewards and loss of rewards based on the deeds done in the flesh.  To support this idea, they mention the various types of crowns mentioned in the New Testament.
· The Incorruptible Crown 1 Cor. 9:25 – This is a special crown given for faithfulness in running the race and exercising self-control in order to serve the Lord and finish the race.
· The Crown of Exultation or Rejoicing 1 Thess. 2:19; Phil. 4:1 - This crown is a reward given for witnessing, follow-up, and ministry to others.
· The Crown of Life Jam. 1:12 - This crown is given for enduring testings (trials) and temptation.
· The Crown of Righteousness 2 Tim. 4:8 – This crown is a reward given for faithfulness to use our gifts and opportunities in the service of the Lord and for loving His appearing
· The Crown of Glory 1 Pet. 5:4 – This crown is for Elders

Matthew 20:1-16 – This is the story of the householder who went out at various hours of the day to hire workers.  In the end, they all got the same pay.

Romans 4:4 "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt".  If we somehow have done something worthy enough to receive a reward, it is no longer grace that saves us, but some kind of debt God owes us.

IV. Your judgment is coming…
Regardless of your end times beliefs, one thing is certain, and that is the fact that each of us is going to face a judgment.  The actual timing of that judgment is somewhat interesting, but I don’t think it is something that should keep us up at night.
Judgment options

· Your death – The Full Preterist states Jesus returned in AD 70, and all Bible prophecy has been fulfilled.  As such, that means the “day of judgment” would have to occur at your death.  Non-Preterists may also hold to this belief that you are judged when you die.

· Rapture – The pre-millennial view holds that the faithful will be judged at Christ’s second coming, and whether you are alive or dead, you will be judged at that time.

· Final Judgment – another option suited more to the post and amillennial views is that there will be a single, final judgment at the end of the world where everyone is going to be judged.

Regardless of which option suits your fancy, the important thing to realize is that your judgment is coming.  As such, we should remember Solomon’s wisdom in Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all.  For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.
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