Week 13: Will we know each other in Heaven?
Intro:
Country music star, Tex Ritter, sang a song called “Beyond the Moon”.  It opens with a story about parents that were married for over 50 years and how his father passed away.  His mother wasn’t sad because she had the assurance that her husband was waiting “just beyond the moon” for her.

Tonight concludes our study Beyond the Sunset, and I purposely saved our final lesson to touch on a topic that may be precious to many people here tonight -- Will we know each other in Heaven?  I’m going to follow Bill O’Reilly’s lead and take a “fair and balanced” approach looking at both sides of this question, and we will close with some assurances.

· Future recognition – No

· Future recognition – Yes

· Assurances
I. Future recognition - No
A. Man’s thoughts

QUOTE: C.S. Lewis wrote a book called A Grief Observed where he commented on the death of his wife.  “…don't come talking to me about the consolations of religion…

Unless, of course, you can literally believe all that stuff about family reunions 'on the further shore,' pictured in entirely earthly terms. But that is all unscriptural, all out of bad hymns and lithographs. There's not a word of it in the Bible.”
That is a powerful statement from Mr. Lewis, so I would like to look at the scriptures and see what they say about this idea of being reunited.

B. We won’t be married in Heaven – Matthew 22:23-30
The Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection, and they thought they would trip Jesus up in a question concerning the role of husbands and wives.  They presented a story with seven brothers.  The first brother dies without leaving any kids, and the Law said the wife must go to the next brother.  This continues until all seven brothers die and finally the woman dies.  The Sadducees think they have Jesus in a bind now when they ask in Matthew 22:28 “Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her.”

Jesus goes on to answer in Matthew 22:29-30 “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven.’”

DISCUSSION: Do you think this means we won’t know our spouses, or just won’t have the same relationship as on Earth?

To me, this verse definitely puts a damper on the romantic notions of Tex Ritter’s song where a man and wife will be reunited in a Heavenly relationship.  I’ve only know the beautiful bride in this picture for 19 years now, and it does make me a little sad to think we won’t have some kind of relationship in Heaven.  The commentaries I’ve read on this subject point to a deeper, brotherly/sisterly type love and knowledge in Heaven rather than the one we had on this Earth, and that does bring some comfort when this verse.  Of course, the alternative is we simply won’t know each other.
C. Lost loved ones would bring sorrow
Imagine you get to Heaven, and you look around for your loved ones, but you don’t find them!  Imagine how devastated you would be knowing someone wasn’t faithful and is in the place of eternal punishment.  It would seem that realization would naturally bring sorrow, but that is something that Revelation 21:4 tells us is not in Heaven “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
I’ve read some counter opinions on this point, and they propose that God will remove painful memories somehow and/or the wiping away of the tears is us overcoming the sorrow with God’s help despite the fate of some people we knew here on Earth.

D. Other things to consider

Two other things for our consideration will make more sense once we look at the other side of this question, but I’ll go ahead and mention them know.

1. We are going to look at some OT scriptures that mention being “gathered unto their people”, and it is important to note that this gathering place is sheol and not Heaven.

2. A second point is that we cannot find New Testament scriptures that explicitly show recognition in Heaven.  I bolded Heaven because we will show recognition in Hades, but that isn’t Heaven.  

II. Future recognition - Yes
A.
Inherit belief in men
QUOTE: Socrates once said, “With what pleasure could I leave the world, to hold communion with Palamedes, Ajax, and others!”
QUOTE: Cicero also said, “O, glorious day! when I shall retire from this slow and sordid scene, to assemble with the divine congregation of departed spirits; and not with those only whom I have just mentioned, but with my dear Cato, that best of sons and most valuable of men! 
QUOTE: Fast forwarding several centuries, we come to Richard Baxter, a Puritan preacher who said in 1652, “I know that Christ is all in all, and that it is the presence of God that makes heaven to be heaven, but yet it much sweetens the thought of that place to me that there are there such a multitude of my most dear and precious friends in Christ.” 

B.
Hymns reflect this belief
“When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.” 
~ Blest Be The Tie that Binds (1782)

“We shall meet those we lost long ago… Tears of parting no longer to know, neither grief only joy in the Lord.”
~ We shall meet on that beautiful shore (1868)
“Out on the hills of that wonderful country Happy, contented and free.  Loved ones are waiting and watching my coming

Heaven holds all to me” ~ Heaven Holds All to Me (1912)

The problem with basing our future recognition on man’s beliefs and hymns is these things are not that same as the scripture.  While philosophers and hymns might make us feel better about our decision on this topic, they don’t necessarily come from scripture, which is our only authority.  

C.
Old Testament Scriptures
1. 
Abraham and others were “gathered unto his people”
DISCUSSION:  What does “gathered unto his people” mean?
Genesis 11:28 indicates Abram’s brother Haran died in his native land, Ur of the Chaldeans, which is somewhere around 600 miles from Hebron where Abraham was buried.  This would seem to indicate the gathering unto his people was talking about a spiritual gathering rather than simply being buried in the same tomb.
  

2. 
David and the death of his son

ILLUSTRATION: In March 20, 1991, four and a half year-old Conor was with his mother in New York.  They were staying in an apartment on the 53rd floor.  There was a law passed that all apartments with three or more tenants must have a windows guard installed; however, a 1984 ruling exempted condominiums leaving it up to owners to install them.  Unfortunately, Conor’s apartment didn’t have a window guard.  A housekeeper had just finished cleaning the window and left it open to air out the room, when Conor darted past her and fell through the 4x6 opening to his death.  

Conor was son of pop star, Eric Clapton, and Eric wrote a song to deal with his grief titled “Tears in Heaven”.  The opening of the song starts with “Would you know my name If I saw you in heaven Will it be the same If I saw you in heaven”
The reason I told that story is because it speaks of a father losing a son, and it touches on our question of future recognition.  2 Samuel 12:15-23 provides an account where God struck David and Bathsheba’s son conceived in an adulterous affair, and he later died.  David mourned and fasted while the child languished, but then girded himself once he passed away, which confused his servants.  Picking up in verses 22-23 we see David’s reasoning, “And he said, ‘While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.’”
DISCUSSION:  Do you think David’s comment indicates a reunion or merely he hopes to go to the same place?
Proponents of future recognition state this verse is acknowledgement from David that he will eventually join his son someday in the afterlife, and will recognize him.
E. New Testament Scriptures

1. Transfiguration Luke 9:28-36
Future recognition proponents point to the transfiguration as an example where Moses and Elijah were dead, but they were talking with Jesus and Peter somehow recognized them.  I don’t know if they had their Blue Member tag with their name on it, or what, but somehow Peter knew who they were.  Future recognition proponents use this as an example to show that we will know people in Heaven even though we haven’t seen their faces before.
2. Many will share with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Matthew 8:11

This verse comes toward the end of the encounter with the centurion where Jesus heals this man’s servant.  It does seem to indicate recognition of three prominent men from the Old Testament.
3. Did Paul believe he would be known in Heaven?
1 Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.”
In this passage Paul contrasts what we know here on earth versus what it will be like in Heaven.  Future recognition proponents use this verse to show that Paul believed he would known in Heaven as he is here on earth.

4. There is recognition in Hades Luke 16:19-31
This is once again the passage about the Rich man and Lazarus.  In our class, we considered this passage as describing Hades where the Rich man was in torment, while Lazarus was in a place of rest.  In this passage, there is memory and recognition presented.  
III. Assurances
A.
Your belief (for or against) will not diminish Heaven
1 Corinthians 2:9 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”
B.
We will be satisfied in Heaven
I think the David summed up our discussion perfectly when he wrote in Psalms 17:15 “As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness.”
C.
The faithful are going to Heaven

Are there faithful loved ones that you would like to see some day in Heaven?  A spouse, a child, your parents, siblings, a beloved friend, a Sunday school teacher?  I’m sure each of us has someone special in mind right about now.  It is such a comfort to think that we will know them when we get to Heaven, but even if we don’t, we can all take comfort in knowing they will be in Heaven because they led a faithful life her on this earth as promised in Rev 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
Closing
In closing, I pray this Beyond the Sunset study was a blessing to you, and that you can take comfort in knowing that you have a home prepared in Heaven, and will see it someday soon.  May God bless you and keep you until we meet again…
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