Week 2: What is the soul?
Tonight’s lesson deals with the soul
· Soul definitions
· Does the soul exist outside the body?
· Immortality of the soul
I. Soul definitions
A. Substance of Life
The Hebrew word is nephesh {neh'-fesh} and the Greek word is psuche {psoo-khay'}.  These appear to have a broad number of uses in the Bible to express the idea of creatures that are alive versus those that are dead.

Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (KJV)

Psalms 78:50 “He made a path for His anger; He did not spare their soul from death, but gave their life over to the plague” (NKJV)
B. Generic term for a group of people 
I Peter 3:20 “who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.” (NKJV)
C. Spirit

Acts 2:27 “For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.”

D. Natural life of man

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

I Thessalonians 5:23 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

DISCUSSION:  In these verses, “soul” is distinctly different than “spirit”.  What does “soul” represent here?

The Greek words are pneuma {pnyoo'-mah} for “spirit”, psuche {psoo-khay'} for “soul”, and soma {so'-mah} for “body”.  Many of the commentaries I looked at explained “spirit” as being God’s spirit in our bodies and “soul” being the connection between our bodies and God’s spirit.  This connection holds things like our desires, intellect, and emotions.
In summary, “soul” can the life giving substance of a man, it can be a generic term for a group of people, it can mean our spirit, or it can be the seat of our emotions that binds our bodies to the spirit of God that resides in us.  In this class, the vast majority of time we will interchangeably use “soul” and “spirit” together to talk about that invisible thing inside of us that is separate from our bodies.

II. Does the soul exist outside the body?
A. The claims
Some modern denominations claim the soul does not survive after death, but this isn’t a new teaching.  The Sadducees some 2,000 years ago also held similar beliefs.
According to J.F. Rutherford in his book Where are the Dead?, when a person dies, they are “wholly unconscious, being entirely out of existence except in God’s memory.”  

Others claim that The dead “cease to exist” and the soul does not survive death.

B. God of the living

Luke 20:37-38 “But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.”
The language in this verse is present tense.  God didn’t say, “I was the God of Abraham 330 years ago.  The God of Isaac 250 years ago, and the God of Jacob 198 years ago before they died.”  

Jesus’ own teaching to the Sadducees is that God is not the God of the dead, in the sense that they used the word where death meant the end of our existence.  Instead, Jesus points out, He is the God of the living.  
C. Gathered unto his people

Genesis 25:8-10 “Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife.”

DISCUSSION:  What does “gathered unto his people” mean?
Genesis 11:28 indicates Abram’s brother Haran died in his native land, Ur of the Chaldeans, which is somewhere around 600 miles from Hebron where Abraham was buried.  This would seem to indicate the gathering unto his people was talking about a spiritual gathering rather than simply being buried in the same tomb.  

QUOTE: “You don't have a soul. You are a Soul. You have a body.” ~ C.S. Lewis

I really like this quote because quite often we make the mistake of thinking that the most important part is the body, and the soul is just added on or "comes along for the ride". In reality, the spiritual side, the soul, is far more important. I like how Lewis emphasizes we are spiritual beings with a physical body.

III. Immortality of the spirit (soul)
A. The Claims
Josephus stated, the Sadducees believed:

· the soul was not immortal

· there was no resurrection

· there was no afterlife

Some people claim:

· No Bible verse explicitly stating the soul is immortal 

· Only God is immortal - 1 Tim 6:14-16 “that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.”

Some take the statement in verse 16 “who alone has immortality” to mean God is the only immortal being.  The Bible commentaries I read, point this back to Christ as being truly immortal in that he became a mortal man
B. Logical Reasoning:

I’m a little nervous about this slide because it use’s man’s reasoning and logic to come up with the conclusion that our souls are immortal, but I’ll go ahead and show bring it up because it makes sense to me.

Major Premise: God is an immortal spirit

John 4:24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
1 Timothy 1:17 “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Minor Premise: We are the offspring of God

Acts 17:29 “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God…”
Gen 1:27 “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”

Conclusion: Our image, that of an offspring, is an immortal spirit
C. Additional verses supporting the idea of an immortal soul apart from the body
Death cannot kill the soul Matthew 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
According to this statement, there is in man’s essential nature something that men cannot kill, hence it must be immortal.  Here again, we see that the soul is not dependent on the body for its existence, it is not identical with the body, it is not a part of the body, it is not of the nature of the body, and it lives on after the body dies.  This seems to teach four things:

1. The body and soul are separate and distinct.
2. Men can kill the body.
3. Men cannot kill the soul.
4. The soul can live even though the body dies.
The Cry of the Martyrs Revelation 6:9-10 “When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’”
This passage points out the souls were alive apart from the slain bodies, they were conscious, and they were able to speak.  We’ll touch on this more in later classes.

Conclusion

“Soul” has numerous definitions - The word “soul” can mean many different things depending on the context in which it is used.  For our class, we will interchangeably use “soul” and “spirit” to represent the “inner man” that will live on eternally.

The soul does live outside the body – I cannot speak for all churches of Christ, but this one believes the soul can live outside the body, and it doesn’t go off into some kind of “nothingness” until the resurrection.  

The soul is immortal – It is true that the words immortal and soul never appear next to each other in the Bible.  In some ways, I almost feel this is a “common sense” thing, but the Sadducees and even some modern denominations do not believe the soul is immortal.  They either don’t believe it can exist outside the body or the think it goes into some kind of sleep until the body is raised again and exchanged for an immortal one as mentioned in I Corinthians 15.
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