Week 3: Where are the dead?
We are continuing our study “Beyond the Sunset” and tonight we are going to talk about where the soul goes after death.  

QUOTE: ““On his eightieth birthday, John Quincy Adams responded to a query concerning his well-being John Quincy Adams is well. But the house in which he lives at present is becoming dilapidated. It is tottering up on its foundation. Time and the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its roof is pretty well worn out. Its walls are much shattered and it trembles with every wind. I think John Quincy will have to move out of it soon. But he himself is quite well, quite well.” 

John Quincy recognized his mortal body was a temporary home and he would have to “move out of it soon”.  I really like his positive attitude as he looks forward to a better place.  Tonight we are going to talk about where dead go when their spirit departs the body.  We’ll look at:
· Some popular beliefs
· In-depth look at Hades

· Definitions of hell

· Place of torment

· Place of paradise
I. The popular beliefs (overview)
A. Heaven or Hell

Some Christians believe that when they die, they will be immediately judged and go straight to Heaven or Hell based on their lives on Earth.  

B. Soul sleep
We touched on this concept a little bit last week.  This is the Christian belief both the soul goes in to a slumber and waits in the grave with the body until the last trump sounds and the body and soul are resurrected.

C. Hades

This is a Christian belief that we go into a temporary holding place where we await the final judgment.

D. I don’t know

Finally, this is one of my favorites.  People simply don’t know what happens to the soul after death.  I’m hopeful that after this class we’ll have a lot better understanding of what takes place!

II. The popular beliefs (details)
A.
Heaven or Hell
Supporting scriptures

2 Kings 2:11 “Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment”

DISCUSSION:  What ‘heaven’ does 2 Kings reference?  
In the biblical since there are three kinds of heavens.  

1. The first heaven is the atmosphere surrounding the earth, which includes the elements (rain, snow, clouds, etc.) and the animals of the sky. (Isaiah 55:9, 10). 

2. The second heaven consists of the sun, moon, stars, planets, galaxies—outer space (Genesis 1:14-17).  

3. The third heaven is a place beyond the atmosphere and outer space. It is the dwelling place of God (2 Corinthians 12:2-4, Psalm 11:4).
The word translated heaven 2Kings 2:11 comes from the Hebrew word shâmayim {shaw-mah'-yim}. It is the plural form of the Hebrew word shameh which means to be lofty, the sky, the visible arch in which the clouds move. This word does NOT refer to the heaven where God's throne is located.
Refuting scriptures

John 3:13 “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”  This scripture seems to clearly indicate that no souls were in Heaven at this point.
Matthew 25:31-46 – For the sake of time, we are not going to read through this lengthy passage.  This appears to deal with the final judgment when “All the nations will be gathered before Him”.  If our souls are already in Heaven or Hell, it is hard for me to explain how this scripture would take place.
B.
Soul sleep
Supporting Scriptures

I Corinthians 15:51-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

1 Thes 4:13-18 This is another passage that refers to Christians that have fallen asleep, but will be awakened when Christ returns.
DISCUSSION:  What do both of these passages require to support the idea of soul sleep?
Both of these passages require ‘sleep’ to be a literal term applied to the soul rather than the dead body.

Refuting Scriptures

Luke 9:28-31 “Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”

If the soul is asleep after death, did God wake up Elijah and Moses for a special appearance?

Rev 6:9-10 This is a passage we looked at last week that references the souls of slain martyrs crying out for vengeance.   Both of these verses seem to indicate the soul is awake wherever it is.

III. Hades
A. Definitions
DISCUSSION:  What does “hell” represent?
Today, the term typically means the place final place where the wicked go.  Christians do not think of “hell” in a positive or non-negative sense.  If you use the original King James Version of the Bible, you will only find the term ‘hell’.  According to Perry B. Cotham, when the KJV version came out in 1611 the term ‘hell’ meant both the place of the dead as well as the place of punishment.  
Later translations of the Bible (NKJV, ASV, ESV, and others) specifically replace ‘hell’ with ‘Hades’ in 10 passages, and provides footnotes for two other uses of the term.  Specifically:
· Hades occurs 10 times in Greek Text.  Thayer states this primarily means “the unseen or invisible world… it is the common receptacle of disembodied sprits.” Mat 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27, 31; Rev. 1:18; 6:8; 20:13, 14.  Note:  Some translations add 1 Cor 15:55 where ‘hades’ is used instead of ‘grave’.
· Geenna  “Gehanna”  occurs 12 times in Greek text.  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states this primarily means “the place of eternal punishment of the wicked, generally in connection with the final judgment”.  This is the typical thing most people think of hell being.  Matt 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15; 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; James 3:6.
· Tartaroo “Tartarus” occurs once in Greek text.  The Merriam-Webster Dictionary states his primarily means “a section of Hades reserved for punishment of the wicked ”.  2 Peter 2:4 “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;”

This seems to indicate a specific place where sinful angers were cast for temporary punishment before the final judgment.

B. Supporting Scriptures
Acts 2:29-35 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘ The LORD said to my Lord, “ Sit at My right hand,  Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’

This passage also seems to refute the notion that departed souls go directly to Heaven because Peter clearly states David is ‘dead and buried’ and he ‘did not ascend into the heavens’. 

Luke 16:19-31 (long passage, look up) Some people claim this is a parable, even though Jesus does not explicitly say it was a parable.  This is a primary supporting scripture for the notion that departed spirits go to a place called Hades.

DISCUSSION:  Does it matter if Luke 16:19-31 is a parable?
The fault may be that some think a parable is a fable. The latter also teaches a lesson, but the action was sometimes impossible. Fables gave the power of speech and reason to trees and animals. A parable could and did happen. It is always based upon fact and never on fiction. A parable is severely true to life, and was never based upon action that was out of harmony with nature.
The remarkable thing about every one of Jesus’ parables is that it hits dead center in describing life. Every one of them throbs with life, and is true to life. Jesus painted life as He found it, and His touches are taken from real life. Has anyone found a single point in any of them that is impossible?
C. Place of torment
Luke 16:23-24 indicates the rich man was in Hades, and he was in torment from flames.  It also seems to indicate that he could see Lazarus afar off.  Some people think this is a literal scene, but that doesn’t seem likely to me since the soul would not have a body in which to experience thirst.  
The notion that Hades includes a place of torment also ties in with 2 Peter 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,”.  This passage seems to indicate that God has a place in store for the unjust until the day of judgment.  

D. Place of Paradise

Jesus pictures angels carrying Lazarus to Abraham. NIV "side" and KJV "bosom" is Greek kolpos, "bosom, breast, chest." The ancient banqueting practice of reclining at the table would have one's head on someone's breast. So this puts Lazarus in the place of honor at the right hand of Abraham at the banquet in Hades. The poor man's fortunes are reversed.
In Luke 23:43 Jesus told the thief on the cross, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
This scripture points out:

a. Jesus and the thief went somewhere that day

b. They were not together in the tomb, but “paradise”

c. The reference here is made to the spirits, which we are putting forth is Hades, and specifically a place of rest and comfort set aside for the faithful.  Acts 2:31 specifically tells us that Christ soul “was not left in Hades”, so we know he was there for some time, and he was also in “paradise”.  It seems like paradise is in Hades.

d. This “paradise” doesn’t appear to Heaven because in John 20:17 (after Jesus’ resurrection) he told Mary “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.”

IV. Points to Ponder
DISCUSSION:  What if our view of the afterlife is incorrect?
If we have all of this afterlife stuff completely backwards, I’m confident it doesn’t change our Christian walk on a daily basis.  When our time of departure comes, we may be pleasantly surprised to find we had it right, or we may be pleasantly surprised it worked entirely different than we thought.  In either case, Heaven will not be a disappointment! 
DISCUSSION:  What is the benefit of studying this topic? 
In 1 Thes 4:13-18 Paul taught about death and resurrection apparently because the Thessalonian brothers and sisters were worried about dying before Christ returned.  Paul taught them about death, and he said “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  

It is my hope that his study will be a comfort to all faithful Christians

Conclusion:

Our spirits return to God at death 

As we studied in previously classes, Ecc 12:7 indicates our spirits are going to return to God, and it appears they are going somewhere before the eventually end up in Heaven or Hell.

Heaven/Hell (immediately) and Soul sleep don’t seem likely options

We looked at two popular beliefs about death, but the scriptures I presented seem like they refute the idea that our souls go immediately to heaven or hell at death or our souls go into some kind of sleep.

Hades seems like a viable option

This evening I presented some scriptures to support the notion of Hades, and this seems like a viable option.  It also seems like it would bring us some comfort if we’ve been faithful on this earth as it presents a place of rest, or “paradise” until we go to Heaven.  

This concept of Hades will form the foundation for several future classes.  
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