Week 4: Where are the dead? (part 2)
QUOTE: In Job 14:10, Job noted “But man dies and is laid away; Indeed he breathes his last and where is he?”

We did not make it through all of last week’s material, and there were also a few interesting comments that came up last week.  The location of the dead is critical to later classes, so I would like to spend another class session on this same topic.  Lord willing, we will combine the topics Are the dead conscious? and What is the state of spirits after death? into next week’s class.
Tonight we will look at:

· Old Testament view of hell

· Does sheol = hades?

· New Testament view of hell

· Points to ponder
I. Old Testament view of hell
Last week in class, a comment came up about sheol and whether it supports the idea of hades, gehenna, and tartaros in the New Testament.  I thought we would spend a little time looking at the concept of ‘hell’ in the Old Testament.

A. What is sheol?
DISCUSSION:  What do you think sheol means?
"the world of the dead“ ~ Strong's Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 

"the unseen state“ ~ Young's Analytical Concordance

“always the abode of departed spirits" ~ Smith's Bible Dictionary
B. sheol is even more confusing depending on which translation of the Bible you read
As you can see by looking at the chart, Bible translations have many different words or phrases to represent the single word sheol in the original Hebrew text.  
· Hell (with a capital ‘H’) – is the typical place we think of as the place of eternal punishment.

· grave – one commentary said the KJV version typically used grave when talking about where good people went at death.  

I do find some merit in the translation ‘grave’ because I think the Hebrew people understood sheol to be the place where both the body and the soul goes at death.  The body part would be eaten by worms as we read in Isaiah 14:11.  There is also a spiritual aspect where the soul resides, which is encompassed in the same term sheol.

· pit – the same commentary said the KJV version typically used pit when talking about where bad people went.

· realm of death below – the NIV got the definition right one time here!

· depths – the NIV one time translated sheol as depths, which does seem to support many references to sheol as being a deep place somewhere below the earth.

· sheol – I’m not sure the reasoning behind why the NKJV left sheol as sheol 18 times.  I do like how the NAS and RSV translations didn’t attempt to put in an English word they thought fit, they simply left sheol in all 64 occurrences in the Old Testament.  
II. Does sheol = hades?
A.
Souls are conscious
One aspect of sheol that I think is similar to the New Testament view of hades is the departed spirits are conscious.  We will study this point more next week in detail, but I will share one passage now.

Isaiah 14:9-20 – This is a very interesting passage where the prophet Isaiah tells about what the King of Babylon has in store when he makes a trip down to sheol.
In verse 9, the spirits of the dead are aroused and excited to meet the King.
In verses 10-12 and the spirits communicate to the King.

B.
Place for the wicked
In the New Testament view of hades, scholars believe it is the abode of the wicked, and it appears this is the same in the Old Testament with sheol.  Below are two passages supporting passages.
Job 21:13 (NASB) “They [the wicked mentioned in verse 7] spend their days in prosperity, and suddenly they go down to Sheol.”
Numbers 16:30-33 (NASB) This is the story of Korah and rebellion where he stirred up the people against Moses.  This verse is another example where the concept of sheol includes both the body and the soul consider they were swallowed up alive!  This is an example where the KJV translated sheol as pit since it was a place where bad people went.
C. Place for the righteous
In the New Testametn view of hades, scholars also believe hades is the abode of righteous, and this same concept is brought out in the Old Testament as well.  Below are two passages to consider:

Job 14:13 (NASB) “Oh that You would hide me in Sheol, that You would conceal me until Your wrath returns to You,

that You would set a limit for me and remember me!  If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait until my change comes.”

In this passage Job isn’t dreading sheol as a place where the wicked go, but he actually wants to go there until God’s wrath goes away (I believe this is the way Job views the suffering he was going through).

Psalm 49:14-15 (NASB) “As sheep they [the foolish and those that approve of their words (verse 10)] are appointed for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd; And the upright shall rule over them in the morning, And their form shall be for Sheol to consume So that they have no habitation. But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, for He will receive me. Selah.”
There is an interesting inscription for this psalms that it is for “the sons of Korah”, and we already saw where they went earlier.  The key verse here is 15, where it appears the psalmist goes to sheol, but God would redeem his soul.  
D. What about torment and paradise?
I will be honest in saying that I didn’t find a lot of support for torment in sheol.  There are some scholars that link the term ‘abaddon’ to ‘tartaros’ in the New Testament.  For the sake of time, and to keep us on track, I am not going to cover that here tonight, but I encourage you to look at Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; Proverbs 15:11; 27:20 and study that on your own.  Another script that possibly touches on the torment of sheol is when Jonah compares being in the whales belly as being in sheol.  

While I do think there are verses that indicate the righteous would go to sheol both in body and soul, I didn’t find any that really supported the concept of “paradise” as being an upper compartment of sheol/hades.  
III. New Testament view on hell
A. Hades
Acts 2:29-35 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘ The LORD said to my Lord, “ Sit at My right hand,  Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’

This passage also seems to refute the notion that departed souls go directly to Heaven because Peter clearly states David is ‘dead and buried’ and he ‘did not ascend into the heavens’. 

Luke 16:19-31 (long passage, look up) Some people claim this is a parable, even though Jesus does not explicitly say it was a parable.  This is a primary supporting scripture for the notion that departed spirits go to a place called Hades.

DISCUSSION:  Does it matter if Luke 16:19-31 is a parable?
If this passage is a parable, it would be the only parable in the Bible…
· that describes certain things that are outside of the realm of human experience. All the other parables talk about things that we are familiar with such as birds, seed, fields, pearls, wheat, barns, leaven, fish, etc.
· that uses a proper name (Lazarus).
· that makes mention repeatedly of a historical person--Abraham.
· where Jesus used an error (the view that Hades is not real) to teach something true

B. Place of torment
Luke 16:23-24 indicates the rich man was in Hades, and he was in torment from flames.  It also seems to indicate that he could see Lazarus afar off.  Some people think this is a literal scene, but that doesn’t seem likely to me since the soul would not have a body in which to experience thirst.  
The notion that Hades includes a place of torment also ties in with 2 Peter 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,”.  This passage seems to indicate that God has a place in store for the unjust until the day of judgment.  

C. Place of Paradise

Jesus pictures angels carrying Lazarus to Abraham. NIV "side" and KJV "bosom" is Greek kolpos, "bosom, breast, chest." The ancient banqueting practice of reclining at the table would have one's head on someone's breast. So this puts Lazarus in the place of honor at the right hand of Abraham at the banquet in Hades. The poor man's fortunes are reversed.
In Luke 23:43 Jesus told the thief on the cross, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
This scripture points out:

a. Jesus and the thief went somewhere that day

b. They were not together in the tomb, but “paradise”

c. The reference here is made to the spirits, which we are putting forth is Hades, and specifically a place of rest and comfort set aside for the faithful.  Acts 2:31 specifically tells us that Christ soul “was not left in Hades”, so we know he was there for some time, and he was also in “paradise”.  It seems like paradise is in Hades.

d. This “paradise” doesn’t appear to Heaven because in John 20:17 (after Jesus’ resurrection) he told Mary “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.”

IV. Points to Ponder
Old and New Testament people understood the meaning for sheol, hades, gehanna, and tartaros

Jeremy brought up a great point last week that Jews of the Old Testament understood what sheol meant, and that New Testament readers would have a clear picture of hades, gehanna, and tartaros.  As we saw earlier, when we looked at sheol in the Old Testament, it may not be in our best interests to attempt to put an English word around how we “think” the original writers used the word.  
What if our view of the afterlife is incorrect?
If we have all of this afterlife stuff completely backwards, I’m confident it doesn’t change our Christian walk on a daily basis.  When our time of departure comes, we may be pleasantly surprised to find we had it right, or we may be pleasantly surprised it worked entirely different than we thought.  In either case, Heaven will not be a disappointment! 
What is the benefit of studying this topic? 
In 1 Thes 4:13-18 Paul taught about death and resurrection apparently because the Thessalonian brothers and sisters were worried about dying before Christ returned.  Paul taught them about death, and he said “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  

It is my hope that his study will be a comfort to all faithful Christians

Conclusion:

Our spirits return to God at death 

As we studied in previously classes, Ecc 12:7 indicates our spirits are going to return to God, and it appears they are going somewhere before the eventually end up in Heaven or Hell.

Heaven/Hell (immediately) and Soul sleep don’t seem likely options

We looked at two popular beliefs about death, but the scriptures I presented seem like they refute the idea that our souls go immediately to heaven or hell at death or our souls go into some kind of sleep.

Hades seems like a viable option

This evening I presented some scriptures to support the notion of Hades, and this seems like a viable option.  It also seems like it would bring us some comfort if we’ve been faithful on this earth as it presents a place of rest, or “paradise” until we go to Heaven.  

This concept of Hades will form the foundation for several future classes.  
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