Week 5: What is the state of spirits after death?
We are continuing our study Beyond the Sunset.  
QUOTE:  The poet Alfred Tennyson wondered about Lazarus and his being raised from the dead.  He wrote “Behold a man raised up by Christ! The rest remaineth unreveal’d; He told it not; or something seal’d the lips of that Evangelist”
Tonight, we are going to talk about the state of spirits after death.  Specifically we’ll look at: 
· What does God says about our spirits after death?

· What can we know?
I. What does God say about spirits after death?
A. Not much!
One thing is certain from looking at Scripture, the few people that have some kind of direct experience with death and Heaven didn’t leave us any information!
B. Lazarus –Tennyson’s poem, “When Lazarus left his charnel-cave”, is based on the story recorded in John 11.  Imagine all the questions people would have asked him after he arose from the dead -- “Where did you go the last four days?” “What did you see?” “What do you remember?”  This would be a perfect opportunity for God to depart those mysteries if He chose to, but He didn’t.
C. Paul – This is an interesting passage where it appears Paul is put in a position where he has to defend his apostleship to the Corinthian brethren.  

2 Cor 12:2-4 “I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.”

DISCUSSION:  Where did Paul go?
Paul states that he doesn’t know whether he died and his soul went up to Heaven or if he just had a vision.  Regardless of how it happened, Paul states he went up to the “third heaven” and he also called this place “paradise”.   This presents a bit of a problem with Luke 23:43 that we looked at last week.  There are two ways to handle this issue.  
1) This paradise is different than the one described in Luke 23.  That was a temporary paradise in Hades akin to Abraham’s bosom where Lazarus went.

2) This is the same paradise, but the text in Luke 23:43 “And Jesus said unto him, ‘Verily I say unto thee Today shalt thou be with me in paradise’”.  If we take out the comma and/or move it to appear after the word today, then it makes it point out that Jesus spoke “today” that the thief would be with him in paradise (in the future, which would be Heaven).  

Regardless of how you interpret “paradise” in this scripture, it appears that Paul went to the “third heaven”, which is the abode of God that we yearn to reach someday; however, Paul tells us nothing about this experience.  

D. Discussion questions

DISCUSSION:  Why hasn’t God told us more about what happens after death?
After last week’s class, I was talking with Brian White and he asked, “I wonder why God doesn’t tell us more about what happens after we die?”  

In reading Paul’s account in 2 Corinthians, he said he heard “inexpressible words” and he says “it is not lawful for a man to utter” or talk about these things.  

One way to look at this is how would you describe a beautiful sunset to someone that was blind from birth?  How would you describe the harmony of Beethoven’s greatest masterpieces to someone that is deaf?  In much the same way, I think things connected with our immediate state after death are beyond our understanding.

DISCUSSION:  Should we believe new accounts about Heaven?
Colton Burpo was four years old when he nearly died, and he later helped his father write the book, Heaven is for Real for Kids: A Little Boy's Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back.  Colton along with many other people have told recovered from near-death experiences, and told amazing stories of Heaven, of seeing a white light, of hovering over their bodies.  
God delivered all the Gospel we need to get us to Heaven and he doesn’t need to add any post scripts to the Bible with things he forgot to tell us!

2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
Jude 1:3 “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”

II. What can we know?
If God hasn’t revealed much information to use about what happens after death, what can we really know from the scriptures?

A. The dead do not see us

ILLUSTRATION:  In 1975, Kenny Starr came out with the hit song, “Blind Man in The Bleachers”, and it tells about a second team football player with a blind father that comes to all his games in hopes that his son will get to play.  The father dies and the boy comes out in the second half, plays his heart out, and leads his team a come-from-behind victory!  In the closing lyrics of the song, the coach asks the kid how he was able to play so well, and he replies, “Well, you knew my Dad was blind", he said, "Tonight he passed away"  "It's the first time that my father's seen me play"
That makes for a great song, and even a comforting thought that a loved one is looking down on us from heaven, but it doesn’t appear to be scriptural.  

2 Chronicle 34:28 “Surely I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place and its inhabitants.”’” 
B. Ties to earthly events are severed
When we die, the dead lose all ties to earthly events.  The passage below clearly states the things that were important to us – love, hatred, envy, etc. perish when we die.
Ecc 9:5-6 “For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished;”

C. The dead do not retain their earthly status

Last week we looked at two scriptures.  The passage in Isaiah focused on the King of Babylon and the passage in Luke focused on a rich man, and a different fellow named Lazarus.  In both passages, the early status these men held on Earth did not carry over at death to sheol/hades.  
D. The dead are conscious
The last two weeks we focused on where souls go when they leave the body.  I put forward the notion they go to Sheol if you are using the Hebrew word or Hades if you are using the Greek word, and this place is a temporary station before the final judgment.  Regardless of whether you agree with me on this concept of Sheol/Hades, it does appear departed souls are somewhere and conscious.
· Isaiah 14:9-20 – prophecy of what the King of Babylon had to look forward to.  Verse 9 notes the spirits of the dead were excited, they had things to tell the King, and they saw the King.  All of these actions depict a conscious state in Sheol of the King and the spirits that were with him in that place.

· Luke 16:19-31 – This is the story of Lazarus and the Rich man we looked at the last two weeks

· Rev 6:9-11 – This is passage we’ve looked at before about the righteous martyrs under the alter crying out for vengeance. 

Refuting Scriptures

Below are three passages that some people cite to refute the idea that souls are conscious after death.
· Two passages in Ecclesiastes
Ecc 9:5 “For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten.”


Ecc 9:10 “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.”

DISCUSSION:  In what place do the dead “know nothing” and have “no more reward”?

If you are familiar with the television show Hogan’s Heroes from the late 1960’s you’ll remember Sgt. Shultz and his famous catch phrase “I know nothing!”  

Note in verse six the earthly things that are perished, and how they will not participate in anything “done under the sun.”

Ecc 9:6 “Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; Nevermore will they have a share

in anything done under the sun.”

You’ll find similar phrases throughout the entire ninth chapter that point to all these things occurring “under the sun”, which is a way of saying on earth.
· Psalms 146:4 (KJV) “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”


DISCUSSION:  What does it mean “thoughts” perish at death?
Other translations use the word “plans” (NKJV, NIV, NLT, ESV), and I think this is putting forward our earthly plans and even our earthly thoughts do indeed perish when the body dies; however, I don’t think that means our souls are unconscious at death.

Conclusion:
You will probably notice that we are going over similar scriptures each weeks and that is because there are so few solid passages that deal with what happens after we die.  For whatever reason, God chose not to give us in-depth understanding on this topic, but the does provide some guidance as we looked at tonight.  
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