Week 6: Is there a second chance?
QUOTE: Paul Theroux, an American writer, once said, “Fiction gives us a second chance that life denies us.”  Based on this quote you can probably figure out where I’m going with the discussion tonight on the idea of there being a second chance for those that die.
· Preaching to “spirits in prison”
· Baptism for the dead

· What about Purgatory?
I. Preaching to “spirits in prison”
A. One of the most prominently used scriptures to support the idea of a second chance for the dead is found in I Peter 3:18-20 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.
Bible scholars claim this is the most difficult passage in the entire Bible!  There are five primary views, and we’ll briefly mention each of them tonight.  As we do, I’d like you to keep in mind this idea of “second chances”.
a. View 1: When Noah was building the ark, Christ 'in spirit' was in Noah preaching repentance and righteousness through him to unbelievers who were on the earth.  The 'spirits in prison' reference is either to the bondage of sin or a reference to being in sheol after death because of their unbelief.

Augustine, a bishop in the Catholic church that lived around 400 A.D., was one of the earliest people to support this view, and I guess that is why they ascribe it to him.

Ferman preached about six weeks ago during his series of Sunday morning sermons in 1 Peter, and this is the same view he espoused.  

b. View 2: After Christ died, he went and preached to people in hell, offering them a second chance of salvation.

In previous lessons, we put forward the idea that Jesus went to Hades after his death, and stayed there three days until he was raised back to life.  If we accept this premise, then it would make sense that while in Hades, Christ could spend some time preaching.  
The problem I have with this view, is we don’t have any information about what Jesus preached, and what response the spirits had when they heard the message.  

c. View 3: After Christ died, he went and preached to people in hell, proclaiming to them that he had triumphed over them and their condemnation was final.

This is similar to second view, with the exception being the message.  Instead of offering these spirits a second chance, scholars put forward the idea that he had triumphed over sin and death, and especially hades since he would rise again.

The problem I have with this view is again, we don’t know what exactly Jesus preached.  It does seem to match the overall message of the chapter that Christians will suffer at the hands of evil; however, we should endure and have faith because Christ triumphed over Satan!
d. View 4: After Christ died, he proclaimed release to people who had repented just before they died in the flood, and led them out of their imprisonment (in Purgatory) into heaven.

This is where the Catholic view of purgatory comes into play.  We’ll discuss more on this in a little bit.  

The big problem I have with this view again is we don’t know what Jesus preached, and we definitely do not see these spirits leaving prison.
e. View 5: After Christ died (or: after he rose but before he ascended into heaven), he travelled to hell and proclaimed triumph over the fallen angels who had sinned by marrying human women before the flood.
This view ties in with 2 Peter 2:4 that mentions the word tartaros in the original Greek as being the place where fallen angels are reserved in chains until the Judgment.  

The big problem I have with this view is I don’t see the point of Christ preaching to these fallen angels after his death.  How does this tie into the context of what Peter is talking about? 
DISCUSSION: What do all of these views have in common in regards to “second chances”?
It seems like with any of these views, you have to read a lot into the scripture to come up with the idea that 

II. Baptism for the dead
Another doctrine that goes hand-in-hand with “second chances” is the idea of “baptism for the dead”.  This is widely proclaimed as a most important doctrine to the Mormon faith, and it is why they spend so much time on genealogy.  It is their hope that all unsaved people, though dead, can have a second chance by having someone else be baptized for them.
The scripture support used for baptism for the dead is I Corinthians 15:29 “Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?”
Some interesting things to note about this passage:
· Paul neither condones or condemns the practice

· Paul doesn’t teach this as something we should do

· Paul contrasts “they” in verse 29 with “we” in verse 30

· There are no examples in the Bible of someone being baptized for a dead person

DISCUSSION: Who is “they” that Paul mentions?

A great way to understand the context of a verse is to figure out who is speaking and/or who is being spoken about.  In this case, “they” appears to go back to verse 12, where Paul says “Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?”  

“They” appears to represent the false teachers in Corinth who denied the resurrection.  I believe this same group also, somewhat illogically, preached the idea of baptism for the dead.  It appears Paul is using their reasoning against these false teachers to show how illogical baptism for the dead would be if you didn’t believe in the resurrection.  

Some other interpretations of this passage relate “they” to a Christian sect that did in fact baptize for the dead, and were supposedly lived within a short distance of Corinth.

There are several other views for this passage, but I would rather move on to our next discussion question, which I think clearly shows Paul wasn’t teaching baptism for the dead.

DISCUSSION: What are some scriptures that refute baptism by proxy?

Mark 16:16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

John 3:5 “Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 10:9-10 “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

III. What about Purgatory?
While we are talking about second chances, I thought this would be a good time to fit in the topic of Purgatory because I think it fits in with this lesson.  What is unique about purgatory, is that it isn’t a second chance for unbelievers, but it is a place for believers.
A.
What is it?
· History – From the research I’ve done, purgatory seems to be a concept that dates back before the time of Jesus where Jews would offer prayers and sacrifices for the dead.  As Christianity flourished, and Christ delayed his return, followers of the Roman Catholic church further developed this idea of purgatory.  Some claim it was primarily a means to raise funds for the church by allowing people to buy “mass cards” that listed prayers for the dead to speed up their time in purgatory.
· Place - HUMOR:  We are not talking Purgatory, Colorado!  Purgatory is generally believed to be a place where impure believers go at death.  Those that attain purification while here on earth go straight to heaven, while others go to this place to suffer the effects of sin.
· Condition of existence – According to Pope John Paul II, he disputes the idea that purgatory is a place, but says rather it is a “condition of existence”

B.
Purpose
· Temporary punishment – According to the Catholic beliefs, people have their sins forgiven, but they still suffer the effects of sin.  
· Further chance to purify the soul – If people do not attain purification on earth, their souls go to purgatory at death where they suffer for awhile until such time they do enough penance to go on to Heaven.
· Time can be shortened through third-party prayers and sacrifices - Building off the tradition of the Jews to pray for the dead and offer sacrifices, the Catholics developed the idea that other people can pray for the departed to speed up their time in purgatory.  If your family had enough money, they could greatly reduce how long a departed soul was in torment.

C.
Biblical References
· 2 Maccabees 12:39-46 The churches of Christ and all churches that follow after the reformation movement do not have this book in their Bibles; however, it does show that some Jews had developed the tradition of prayer and sacrifices for the dead.  
· 1 Peter 3:16-19 – We looked at this scripture earlier, and I think it is a stretch of the imagination to say that applies to purgatory

· There are other scriptures that Catholics will site as claiming references to purgatory; however, it is not explicitly mentioned in the Bible.

D.
What about…

· great gulf – Luke 16:26 This scripture is from the story of Lazarus and the Rich man, and Jesus mentions there is a “great gulf” between the two, and the Rich man, who was in torment, could not cross over.  There is no mention of his five brothers praying him over to paradise.
· keeping the whole law – The premise of purgatory hinges on the notion of mortal sins and venial sins.  Mortal sins are things that condemn straight to hell, while venial sins, are “small sins” that you can work out penance for either on earth or in purgatory.  This seems to contradict the James 2:10 “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”

· cleansing from all sin – Purgatory also seems to be in contrast to the notion that belief in Jesus will cleanse us from all sin and unrighteousness as we see in 1 John 1:7;9 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

· no condemnation – One of the most encouraging scriptures for the Christian is they are not under God’s wrath to suffer torment as we see in Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,[a] who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

Conclusion

· Our “chances” are here on Earth – While I do not think we get a second chance after death, I do think that God gives us numerous chances here on Earth to accept His offer of grace.  I know in my own life, I’ve made mistakes along the way, and I’m very grateful that I had opportunity to turn things around.

When it comes to our “second chances”, I think the key is that we must individually work out our eternal life as Paul urged in Philippians 2:12 “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”.  This along with numerous verses indicates our chances for eternal life are determined by our actions on Earth.

· Baptism for the dead and Purgatory are traditions of men – There is a good chance that you know a loved one, a friend, a coworker, or someone that you cherish deeply here on earth, but they are not faithful Christians.  How neat would it be if you could be baptized on their behalf so they could spend eternity in Heaven!

Also, imagine having a loved one that wasn’t quite perfect, but they did their best.  Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to pray for the dead to make sure they aren’t in torment?  
Both of these ideas have good intentions, but the problem is both are traditions of men, and they are not taught or authorized in Scripture.  
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