Week 7: What about the millennium?
The end of the world is a fascinating study to many people, and all of us are still here despite the latest prediction back on May 21, 2011.  Tonight we are going to take a look at the millennium as part of our study Beyond the Sunset.  
· Millennialism defined
· Common end-time beliefs

· What we believe 

· Opinion or doctrine?
I. What is millennialism?
Millennialism is a Christian end times belief that there will be a 1,000 year reign of Christ during which Satan is bound, and it will be followed by the Last Judgment.  From what I read, some form of millennialism has been around since the first century AD, and is a generally accepted belief held by most Christians.
There are many variations of millennialism, and we will briefly look at some of the more popular ones today.  I would like to note there are some common themes to different views.

· Cross – Jesus died on the cross, was resurrected from the dead, and returned to Heaven.

· Millennium – Rev 20:1-6 mentions a 1,000 year reign.  

· Christ’s return – Acts 3:19-21 describes God’s plan for Jesus to return

· Final Judgment – Matt 25:31-33; Rev 20:11-15 These passages deal with a final judgment

· End of the world – 2 Pet 3:10-12 These passages indicate there is going to be an end to this world

II. Different Views
A. Premillennialism
This Christian end times view supports a literal 1,000 year reign, and it adds in some extra stuff including a “great tribulation” based on Matt 24:21 and Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy.  It also includes the idea of “rapture” based on I Thes 4:16-18 and I Cor 15:50-58 where Christians will meet the Lord in the air.  There are a several variants with different beliefs on the rapture and tribulation.  
There are several variations.

· Pre-tribulational (a.k.a. dispensational) Premillennialism – This one features three “second-comings” of Christ -- one prior to the tribulation to get the good Christians, once again after the tribulation, and a third time after the 1,000 year reign.

· Post-tribulational Premillennialism – believes in a tribulation leading up to the 1,000 year reign, but only two “second-comings” of Christ.

B.
Post-Millennialism
Depending on who you ask, post-millennialism is either a symbolic 1,000 year reign, or a literal 1,000 year reign.  This view only supports a single “second-coming” of Christ.  

One interesting aspect of this view is the belief that good will eventually over come evil.  Satan will gradually lose power/influence as the Kingdom of God spreads on earth up to The Judgment Day.  This coincides with the binding of Satan mentioned in Rev 20.

C.
Amillennialism
This Christian end times belief disagrees with the literal 1,000 year reign of Christ.  This belief holds that Rev 20 is a figurative in language.   You might be wondering how this different from Postmillennialism.  From what I gathered, Amillennialism doesn’t hold to the good overcoming evil.  This view holds to the other forms of millennialism that believe there is going to be some kind of falling away prior to The Judgment Day.

D.
Preterism
From what I can gather, this is a fairly new belief originating in the 17th Century.  This Christian end times belief holds that most if not all Biblical prophecies were already fulfilled in the 1st Century.  

· Partial – This belief holds that the majority of the Biblical prophecies were fulfilled, but there are a still a few left to come (primarily the last few chapters of Revelation).  From what I read, folks with this belief generally align themselves to either Postmillennialism or Amillennialism, and the belief that Christ’s return will happen at some point in the future.

· Full – This belief holds that all Biblical prophecies were fulfilled.  When the temple was destroyed in AD 70, the dead didn’t literally rise, but they did spiritually and left the interim place.  This Full Preterist believes Christ already returned.

E. 
Pan-Millennialism
HUMOR:  This is the belief that everything will “pan out” in the end.
F. 
Which one?

DISCUSSION:  Which view do you think the Westside Church of Christ espouses?
I met with our Elder’s on this topic and they do not align to a single view.  We take points from several different views including:
· Crucifixion

· Figurative 1,000 year reign

· The fall of Jerusalem in AD 70 fulfilled some things that Jesus prophesied in Matt 24, but not all

· There will be one “second-coming” of Christ

· There will be a Final judgment

· The world will come to an end
III. Unsupported Views
While the Elders did not hone in on a single view, they did outline two specific views that we don’t support at Westside.  The specific points under each view are my own, and our Elders may have different thoughts that the ones I posted.

A.
Definitely not Pre-millennialism

· Denies Christ’s kingdom was only spiritual – PM calls for Christ to have an earthly kingdom with a literal and physical 1,000 year reign.  This goes against John 18:36 “Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” and Mark 9:1 “And He said to them, ’Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.’”
· Denies all resurrected at same time – PM calls for a separate resurrection for good and for evil, but this goes against John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”
· Denies all judged at the same time – PM calls for separate judgments for good and for evil, but this goes against Acts 17:30-31 “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” and Matthew 25:31-46, which talks about Jesus calling all nations together for judgment and separating the sheep from the goats.
· Denies end of the world follows Christ’s return – PM calls for a rapture of Christians, a 1000 year reign of Christ, and then the end of the world.  This view seems contrary to 1 Cor 15:20-28 where the phrase “Then comes the end…” is used and 2 Peter it links the “Day of the Lord” to the end of the world.
B.
Definitely not Full-Preterism

· Denies need for communion – Our authority for communion is to take it until Jesus comes.  If Jesus returned in AD 70, we have no authority or need to continue taking communion each week as instructed in 1 Corinthians 11:26.

· Denies a bodily resurrection – There are numerous scriptures that discuss the dead rising from the grave and exchanging mortal bodies for immortal bodies.  If Jesus returned in AD 70, this process had to occur as stated in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; however, the FP states this wasn’t a bodily resurrection but a spiritual resurrection that nobody saw.
· Denies visible return of Christ – The FP states Jesus’ return in AD 70 was not visible, but this is contrary to Acts 1:9-11 “Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” and  Revelation 1:7 “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.”
· Denies end the of the world – The FP states all biblical prophecies were fulfilled and our understanding of 2 Peter 3:10-13 does not refer the end of the earth, but to the end of the age.  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
C.
Opinion or doctrine?
DISCUSSION:  Are end times beliefs matters of opinion or matters of salvation?

I believe all of these different end times views are matters of opinion; however, they have the ability to lead people astray as mentioned in 2 Tim 2:16-18 “But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some.”
Conclusion

· Our view of the millennium must not change our readiness – Regardless of what you believe about the end times, you must be ready to meet your maker at any time.  While you may not believe in the return of Christ at some future time, you have no guarantee of tomorrow and you must be ready.

· Our view of the millennium must not lead others astray – As we saw in 2 Tim, Paul explicitly called out two men that were leading people astray by saying the resurrection was already past.  If the full-preterist view is incorrect, then these people are danger!  
· Our focus must be on evangelism and not furthering our views – People that get tied up in end times beliefs are often concerned more with proving their view is correct than they are with saving souls!
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