Week 9: What about Armageddon?
QUOTE: “There's a mighty battle coming and it's well now on its way. It'll be fought at Armageddon, it shall be a sad, sad day.” 
I was a bit surprised to see Hank Williams come up when researching the Battle of Armageddon.  In 1949, he took on the alias of Luke the Drifter because he didn’t want to scare DJ’s away with his religious songs rather than his normal honky tonk music.  One of those religious titles was the “Battle of Armageddon” written by Roy Acuff and Odell McLeod.  
· What is Armageddon?
· Views on Armageddon
· Three assurances
I. What is Armageddon?
DISCUSSION:  What is Armageddon?  Is it a place, an event, the end of the world? Who will it involve?

Over the last 2000 years men have wondered about this place.  Most recently, people wondered if WW1, WW2, the establishment of Israel, the 1967 Israeli conflict, the Gulf War, or the War in Iraq and Afghanistan were ushering in this Armageddon.
A. Mentioned only once
The term Armageddon is only mentioned once in our Bibles in Rev 16:16.  We’ll read Rev 16:12-21 to get a better understanding of the context in which it is referenced.
B. Har Megiddo
The original Greek uses Har Megiddo for Armageddon, and this can be translated mount, mound, hill, or even city of Megiddo. 

Historians tell us Megiddo was an ancient fortified city and its gates and walls witnessed the armed struggles of Assyrians, Canaanites, Egyptians, Greeks, Israelites, Persians, Philistines, and Romans.  Even though Megiddo was never rebuilt, it even played a role in World War 1 when British Field Marshal Edmund Allenby wrested control of the Holy Land from the Turks in 1918.  More than 200 battles have been fought at or near there (Alan Johnson, The Expositor's Bible Commentary, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1981, Vol. 12, p. 551). One scholar calls the area "the battle ground of the centuries" (Merrill F. Unger, Unger's Bible Dictionary, Moody Press, Chicago, 1966, p. 89).
Archeologists believe there are 20+ different layers to the site, each with its own history and artifacts dating back over 3,500 years.  

C. Biblical References
The Bible contains numerous references to the city, the plains, or the valley of Megiddo.  Some of the more notable references include:

· Judges 5:19 Deborah and Barak defeated Sisera
· 1 Kings 9:15 Solomon built the wall

· 2 Kings 9:27; 23:29 Ahaziahm and Josiah, Kings of Judah, died there

DISCUSSION:  Was “Armageddon” a generic Hebrew reference to a battle site?
Some commentators state Armageddon is a generic phrase somewhat similar to the modern usage of Waterloo. Although few of us know the location of Waterloo, we have all heard about Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo. Hence, the word "Waterloo" has become symbolical of the place or time of a great defeat.

Another example would be if a person was to make the threat to turn someplace into a “Hiroshima” anywhere around the world, the threat would immediately be perceived to indicate that a fiery, if not nuclear conflagration was perhaps eminent. What power lies in the use of a single word!
D. Pictures
Refer to the PowerPoint slides for the actual pictures.
· Picture 1 – This is a modern day picture showing the plains at the base of the ancient fortress, which would be depicted with the Red X to the bottom-right of the picture.  There is a modern road where the ancient trade route between Syria in the North to Egypt in the South.  
· Picture 2 – This is an aerial view of the city ruins.  You can see it is raised up on a hill with a commanding view of the plains and valley.

· Picture 3 – This is reproduction of what the city looked like during the Israelite period.  The north gate is seen in the front side. In the right-back side are the south stables and the water works.
· Picture 4 – This is a view of a secret tunnel that led to an underground waterworks.  The tunnel, lined with stairs descended 120-feet and then 215-feet in to the hillside to gain access to a spring, which was the city’s water source.  This was a vital, strategic part of the city’s defense during times of siege because it gave secure access to water.

· Picture 5 – This is a modern view of the North gate, which archeologist credit Solomon with building when he raised funds as mentioned in 1 Kings 9:15
II. Views on Armageddon
From my research, there are numerous views on the Battle of Armageddon.  I’m not going to cover all of them tonight, but we will look at three of the most popular views.

A.
Literal - already happened in AD 70 
Two weeks ago, we looked at different types of end times belief systems, and we mentioned Preterism.  It is my understanding both full and partial Preterists view the Armageddon as the gathering place for the Roman armies that went into a literal battle against Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  

Those that hold to this belief believe the Roman Armies formed on the plains of Megiddo as mentioned in Rev 16:16, and then launched their attack on Jerusalem, which was approximately 55 miles away.  Dr. Kenneth Gentry refers to writings of Josephus’ who described the Roman 10th Legion painting their 100-pound (one talent) rocks white that they catapulted into the Jerusalem.  Gentry says this is the fulfillment of Rev 16:21.

QUOTE: "It is quite impossible that such gargantuan hailstones can be accounted for under the most aggravated of meteorological conditions," declares Dr. Kenneth Gentry. "Yet Josephus records for us an event so visually and effectually similar that what he records must be the fulfillment of the Revelational prophecy."
B.
Literal – will happen prior to the Rapture
The Premillennialism view holds that there will be a literal battle starting in the Middle East, and this will come about prior to Christ’s 1000 year reign on earth.  This would result in what we would call World War 3.  
QUOTE: “This powerful group of allies will lead an attack on restored Israel. …The attack upon the Russian confederacy and the resulting conflict will escalate into the last war of the world, involving all nations.” ~ Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, 1970

C.
Symbolic - moral and spiritual battle
The other major view states the final battle discussed in Rev 16 is symbolic in nature, and it is actually going on as we speak.  This battle will continue until the final judgment takes place, Christ returns, and this world ends.
2 Cor 10:3-6 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”

Eph 6:10-12 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

III. Three assurances
As we discussed two weeks ago, there are a wide range of beliefs surrounding the end times.  Regardless of whether Armageddon is the gathering place for a literal or symbolic battle there are at least three assurances that we can take from the book of Revelations.

1. God promises victory (Revelations 19) – Christ is depicted as riding a white horse and leading armies to victory.  Most scholars link the battle mentioned in Rev 19 with the previous passage of Armageddon found in Chapter 16.

2. Satan will be defeated (Revelations 20:10) – This passage clearly shows the devil will be cast into the lake of fire in final defeat.

3. If we are faithful to death, we will receive the crown of life (Revelations 2:10) – An earlier promise to the church of Smyrna, and I think it equally applies to them as well as us some 2,000 years later.
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