Week 1: Introduction
Intro:
Watching television today often involves fighting, violence, and name calling – and at my house that is the kids trying to decide who gets to hold the remote control!  The remote comes in many shapes, sizes, colors, and buttons.  The person that wields the remote gets to control what’s on the TV.  I chose the remote control icon as a symbol that most folks would recognize and relate to as we begin a 13-week study Is God in Control.  Today, we will look at:
· Initial Discussion

· Class goals

· Overview of Classes 2 - 13
I. Initial Discussion
A. Is God in control versus God is in Control
DISCUSSION:  What is the difference between these two statements? 

When I started working on this class, I thought about what to call the study, and it really intrigued me the subtle difference between the two statements.  In my mind, the first one is really a question, where as the second is a statement of fact.  I think Satan and life in general can throw us for a loop at times, and cause us to move from certainty to doubt regarding God’s control.

B. Everything or Nothing?
C. QUOTE:  Andrea Boeshaar in her book Unexpected Love wrote, “…a man either believes that God is in control of everything, or he believes God is in control of nothing.”  
DISCUSSION:  Do you agree God’s control is an all or nothing belief?
I haven’t read the book, but I did find this quote intriguing because it speaks with great confidence about God controlling everything.  For me, a follow-up question to consider is what the author means by “control”.  If she means “commands” then I think there are some things that pertain to Man and Satan that God does not command.  

I do however believe in Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”  Things may not always work out for us personally, but I am confident that God can work everything together for His good.

II. Class Goals
A.
Understand the things Man, Satan, and God control
I am going to put forward the idea that Man, Satan, and God all control things in this world, and I want to explore what those things are for each.  The majority of the class will be spent looking at God’s control because I think He has a lot more things than both Man and Satan do.
B.
Develop a deeper trust and patience in God’s control
The other main area I want to look at in this class is how we can develop a deeper trust and patience in God’s control.  
I want us to develop the same kind of confidence that David had in God when he wrote in Psalm 27:1 “The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?”  and also Psalm 37:7 “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.”
III. Preview of Classes 2 – 13
Lord willing, we will be studying this topic for the next 12 weeks, so I thought I would put together a preview of the upcoming classes.  You don’t need to worry about copying down the scriptures on the slides because they are referenced in your handouts, and I’m also going to provide a weekly handout before each upcoming class with some discussion questions and key scriptures.  

As we go through these slides this morning, I would like your feedback if there are any areas you want to focus on more and/or specific questions you would like the class to consider.

A.
Class 2 - What does Satan control?
· Busyness – The old saying is that an idle mind is the Devil’s workshop, but sometimes I wonder if the busy mind is as well.  
· Deceit – This is one of Satan’s biggest tools and he employs it in many different ways in our lives.

· Temptation – I put an asterisk by this because I know that Satan doesn’t completely control temptation, but he does seem to control some aspects in regards to the when and what.  I Corinthians 10:13 gives us the assurance that God controls the escape aspect of temptation, and Man control’s the response he will make in the time of temptation.

B.
Class 3 - What does Man control?
· Attitude – We are going to face adversity, trails, temptations, and the one thing we can control in all of that is our attitude.  Are we going to be bitter, or fly off the handle, or are we going to have a conduct worthy of being called a Christian?
· Time – This ties into the Devil’s control over “busyness” with putting so many distractions in our lives.  The reality is everyone has the same 24 hours in a day, and we all have to make choices on where we spend our time.  
· Response – God gave us free will to make our own decisions, and we control what we want to do in response to God and Satan.
C.
Class 4 - Can you trust God?
As you can see by the question listed, I would like to explore the things that can shake our trust in God.  I would also like to look at some scriptures that talk about God’s control and our ability to trust in Him.
D. Class 5 - Is God really in control?

In this class we will talk about the providence of God and what that means.  We will also start to touch on the things that are in God’s control.
E. Class 6 - The sovereignty of God
In this class we will talk about sovereignty and continue our discussion on the things that God controls.
F. Class 7 - God’s sovereignty over people
This class will touch on God’s sovereignty, free will, and also how other’s can influence our lives such as a boss.
G. Class 8 - God’s power over nature
I cannot wait to get to this discussion question!  If God is truly in charge of the weather, I’m wondering if it is sinful for us to complain it?!
H. Class 9 - God’s sovereignty and our responsibility
Once we see all the things that are in God’s control, and His ability to do as He pleases, we will look at what our responsibility and response should be.
I. Class 10 - Experiencing God’s love
After defining the things that Man, Satan, and God control, we will start addressing the second goal of the glass, which is developing a deeper trust and patience in God.
J. Class 11 - Growing through adversity
We will look at how God uses adversity in our lives to “prune” us as the Scripture says.
K. Class 12 - Choosing to trust God
When we put our trust in God, there are some pitfalls that we need to know about.  This class will touch on three of them.
L. Class 13 - Giving thanks always
Our final class will touch on giving thanks to God, and whether that means just the good or if it should also include the adversity in our lives.
Closing
x

 Week 1: Introduction

Page 3 of 3

