Week 10: Experiencing God’s love
Intro:
QUOTE: Virgilia Peterson was an American author, and hosted the talk show Author Meets the Critics from 1952 to 1954.  She said, "Love by its presence, like God by His, makes everything not necessarily clear or right or even good, but acceptable. Whereas in its absence, as in His, there is no hope."  I selected this quote because it touches on the importance of love and God in our lives to get through the everyday things we encounter.  Without love, there is no hope as she puts it, and I think that is how Christians can develop bitter outlooks about others and their own problems.  This morning we are going to talk about experiencing God’s love, and how this is important when we acknowledge God is in control of all things.
· God’s love at Calvary
· God’s family love
· Assurance of God’s love
I. God’s love at Calvary
A. The cross
This morning I would like to read from Mark 15:16-39, and as I do so, I would like you to meditate on this question, “Where, if at all do you see God’s love in the events of the cross?”

DISCUSSION:  “Where, if at all do you see God’s love in the events of the cross?”

A personal thing that comes to my mind is when someone questions my abilities, dedication, and/or honor.  When the people mocked Jesus, and He chose to do nothing.  He didn’t respond with angry retorts, He didn’t call down 10,000 angels as we sing about in one of our popular hymns.  Instead, he simply endured the mocking and pain.

It is one thing to endure harsh treatment at the hands of others, but it is another thing altogether to see someone you love in pain, hurting from others actions.  Especially when you have the power to stop it.  The phrase “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” is haunting because we know that God didn’t forsake Christ, but out of love for us, He allowed the terrible deeds to run their course as an ultimate sacrifice for our sins.
B. Things to die for
What would you die for?  We jokingly talk about chocolate cake to die for, and the one pictured looks pretty tasty.  While I seriously doubt we would die for chocolate cake, no matter how good, there is no question that we would give up our lives for our spouse, our children, and even our friends.  You’ll notice nowhere in these pictures did I put up include enemies.  That is exactly the term Paul uses in Col 1:21 to describe us.  Paul goes on to point out the great Love that Christ and God showed in Rom 5:6-8 “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

C. Calvary and disappointment
Although you might not necessarily think of Calvary in times of disappointment, I would like to discuss how the two go together.


DISCUSSION:  How can we reason through the truths of God’s love in times of disappointment?
When we are going through heartache, pain, and disappointment, I think Rom 8:31-35 is a great encouragement and a great way for us to reason, or understand that no matter what we are going through, God loved us enough to give His son on the cross, and nothing can separate us from that love.  “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

II. God’s family love
A.
Adoption
Gal 4:1-7 “Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

This is an interesting passage because it points out child-heirs are no different than slaves, and Paul compares us in the same way in that were in bondage under the elements of the world.  Paul goes on to show how Christ was born of a woman to show his humanity, and this was part of God’s plans to adopt us as sons [and daughters].  We are no longer slaves, but children and heirs of God through Christ.

B.
Abba, Father
In Mark 14:36 Jesus cried out “Abba, Father” in prayer the night before he would endure the cross.  We already saw the same term used in Gal 4, and it also comes up in Rom 8:14-17.  Scholars are a bit undecided on what exactly the term ‘Abba’ means.  From what I’ve read, this is an Aramaic term.  Some scholars think it is just a personalization such as “my Father”.  Others think it conveys a deeper, personal relationship between a child and a father.  
DISCUSSION:  Is it disrespectful to think of God as our “Papa” or “Spiritual Daddy”? 

If you’ve read the book, The Shack, you will recognize the affectionate term “Papa” to represent God.  I personally don’t see a problem with what you address God in your personal prayers.  I do think some people would be upset if you started a prayer to your “Heavenly Daddy”, and it would likely be something that I would consider falling under Paul’s advice in Rom 14:22 “Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God.” 

C.
God’s family here on earth
ILLUSTRATION: If you’ve been in our assembly when Jim leads “God’s Family”, you’ll know he usually makes a comment encouraging people to look around the assembly when we sing the song.  His point is the people we see are God’s family here on Earth.  
Paul encouraged this same kind of family advice when he wrote to Timothy in 1 Tim 5:1-2 “Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.”  
I think a lot of the problems and strife we go through “in the church” could be avoided if we would keep this in mind when we think of other members.  
III. Assurance of God’s love
A.
Don’t panic
2 Corinthians 5:7 reminds us that we live by faith not by sight, and this is critical when we encounter difficulties that might shake our faith in God and His love for us.  In the homework, I asked “Have you ever been in a situation where you thought, “If God truly loved me, He wouldn’t have allowed <fill in the blank>”?  I’m not going to ask for answers because those are potentially, deeply personal things between you and God.  I would like to use those kinds of moments to remind you not to reach for the panic button.  

The Psalms are comforting to me because David puts things in human terms, especially when he speaks about his feelings in times of difficulty.  Psa 31:21 “For I said in my haste, ‘I am cut off from before Your eyes’” Earlier in Psa 13:1-4 “How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever?  How long will You hide Your face from me?  How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily?  How long will my enemy be exalted over me?  Consider and hear me, O LORD my God; Enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; Lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against him’; Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.”
B.
Turn from circumstances to God
Sometimes when we are going through difficult times, we need to take our attention off the immediate circumstances at hand, and turn to God as we see in Lam 3:22-32 “Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘Therefore I hope in Him!’  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good that one should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.  It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth.  Let him sit alone and keep silent, because God has laid it on him; Let him put his mouth in the dust—there may yet be hope.  Let him give his cheek to the one who strikes him, and be full of reproach.  For the Lord will not cast off forever.  Though He causes grief, yet He will show compassion according to the multitude of His mercies.”

We touched on this last week when we talked about God purposely creating some trails in our lives and/or He allows trials to occur.  Some of these may be a result of our choices and actions, but ultimately it is God’s sovereign control that allows those things to happen.  

C.
God’s love is unfailing
Rom 8 is a feel-good chapter for the Christian, in that it contains so many reassuring passages about God and His love for us through Christ.  It doesn’t matter what you come up with, Rom 8:38-39 assures us that nothing can separate us from God’s love.  

Rom 8:38-39 “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Closing:

Lyle Brown is a master encourager.  If you’ve ever taken communion on a Sunday night, you will most likely have heard Lyle end the evening with a simple statement, “Remember, God loves you!”  That is so true for us today, and it is something that can see us through if we can take our minds off our pressing circumstances.
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