Week 2: What does Satan control?
Intro:
Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch Christian holocaust survivor who helped many Jews escape the Nazis during World War II.  She is quoted as saying, “The first step on the way to victory is to recognize the enemy.”  I think that is critical for us today as Christians in regards to our enemy the Devil so that we can understand his power and what he controls.  This morning we are going to look at:
· Satan’s power
· Three things Satan controls
· Good news!

I. Satan’s Power
A. Does Satan control the world?
In class last week, 1 John 5:19 came up, and we touched a little bit up on Satan’s “control” of the world.  Depending on your translation, this verse is going to read a bit differently:

NIV “We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.”
NASB “We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”
ESV “We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”

RSV “We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.”
KJV “And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness”
NKJV “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.”

Brother Alton Carpenter sent me some of his own personal research on this verse including references to the original Greek.  As Alton noted, “It can be seen how the translators have difficulty with this passage.”  

I personally believe the NIV, NASB, ESV, and RSV translations give too much power to Satan in regards to his “control” of the world.  In this instance, I think the KJV version is the most interesting because it merely points out the world lies in wickedness, which is true of unbelievers; however, it doesn’t build up Satan as perhaps having more power than he really has at his command.
B. Prince or ruler?
If you check John 12:31, 14:30, and 16:11 the KJV uses “prince of this world”, while most other translations use “ruler of this world”.  
DISCUSSION:  What is the difference between “prince of this world” and “ruler of this world”?
The two phrases are similar, but “ruler of this world” again seems to give Satan more power than he actually possesses.  It seems to indicate he governs over everything in this world, which I don’t believe is the case.  We will get into his power more in the next point when we talk about Satan’s power source and his limitations.
C. Power source and limitations
1. Power Source

I believe Satan has power, and that it is only over the things God allows him.  I base my belief on John 19:10-11 “Then Pilate said to Him, ‘Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?’ Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above.’”

2. Power limitations? 

In Job 1:12, God initially gave Satan the power to take things away from Job, but not to touch him.  After Satan was unable to draw Job away from God, he then asked permission to inflict pain upon him as we see in Job 2:4-7.  

DISCUSSION:  Do you think Satan has the same limitations today?
I personally don’t think Satan has to ask permission to tempt us today, nor do I think that Satan is somehow limited by God with inflicting bodily pain and even death through evil doers.  My belief in stating this opinion is based on 
II. Three things Satan Controls
A.
Busyness
QUOTE: H.G. Bohn in the Hand-Book of Proverbs, wrote, “An idle brain is the devil's workshop.” 
While I think there is a lot of merit in that statement, I think it short changes Satan’s control because I think he can also use a “busy” brain just as well.  Satan does this by putting distractions up in our lives as we see Mark 4:18-19 “Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
In this passage, Jesus mentions three specific things that choke out the word in believers. 
1. cares of this world

DISCUSSION:  What are the cares of this world?
I think this covers a broad spectrum that includes things that aren’t inherently evil.  This could be your job, volunteer organizations you belong such as Scouts in my case, children’s activities/sports, etc.  To me, this is anything that is going to bid for your time and keep you from attending church and drawing closer to God.
2. deceitfulness of riches

There are lots of ways that Satan deceives us with riches.  I really like the quote about having enough, “Enough money always means more money than you have now.”  Satan constantly puts the desire to earn more in front of us.  If we only had a little more money, we could … <insert your dream here>.

He also tries to convince us through advertising that buying more things will make us happy!  As soon as we get that thing, there is always something else to get our attention.

3. desire for other things

DISCUSSION:  What are these other things?
I personally think these are things that are contrary to Godly desires.  This isn’t simply being distracted by your job, extra-curricular activities, etc.  I think this gets into sinful activities (drunkenness, sexual immorality, etc.) that Satan invites people to participate in to find happiness, fulfillment, etc.  
B.
Deceit
We already touched on how Satan uses the deceitfulness of riches to keep us busy and choke out the Word.  Revelation 12:9 touches on Satan deceiving the whole world.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.
DISCUSSION:  How does Satan transform himself into an angel of light today?
I don’t think Satan is physically taking on the presence of an angel and/or human, but I do think he negatively influences the church by stirring up dissention between members, and through the false teachers that are out for power and/or money.  
C.
Temptation *
There is an asterisk up here next to Temptation because I believe Man has control over the response, and God has control over an escape.
The record of Satan tempting Jesus is listed in Matthew 4:1-11, and I think it is a good place to look at how Satan can tempt us.  It would be really nice if he showed up in red, with horns, a tail, and a pitchfork; however, that would be too easy for us to detect.  

DISCUSSION:  How does Satan transform himself into an angel of light today?
As we saw with Job, I think Satan has control over the things that he can tempt you with – whether it be to curse God and die from despair, or to simply turn away from God and to willfully sin.  Matthew 4:1-11 also seems to show he can use the physical surroundings in his temptation.  

1 John 2:16 mentions three things in the world that Satan uses against us “For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world”
III. Good news!

A. We are not of this world!
In John 18:36, Jesus told pilot His kingdom is not of this world, and Paul noted in Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”.  
B. We have protection!
Eph 6:10-18 provides a description of the defensive and offensive tools that Christians can use to fend off all the wiles of the Devil.

C. We can resist!
ILLUSTRATION: I didn’t choose this picture because I’m trying to sell you a weight loss book.  I brought it up because I wanted to provide a visual example of how resistance works.  I was able to lose over 50 pounds by resisting the desire to eat certain foods and by resisting the desire to be a couch potato.  I’ve been able to keep the weight off by continuing to resist.
The other bit of good news about the Devil is that if we resist the Devil he will flee from us.  I would like to point out that the first part of this verse also, which is “submit to God”.  Without God’s help, we will find it hard, if not impossible, to resist Satan.
James 4:7 “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  
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