Week 4: Can you trust God?
QUOTE: In 1908, Mark Twain gave a speech and he commented on the phrase “In God we trust”.  He stated some genius put it on gold and silver coins which circulated among the rich, but they didn't put it on the nickels and coppers because they didn't think the poor folks had any trust in God.  “I didn't see that the statement ought to remain there. It wasn't true. But I think it would better read, ‘Within certain judicious limitations we trust in God.’”
Is this statement true of people today?  Is it true for us today?  We put trust in God to guide the universe, but sometimes we doubt tomorrow.  This morning we are going to examine trust in God, and we will look at:

· Circumstances
· Putting trust in God
· Waiting on God
I. Circumstances
A. Global circumstances
When I use the word circumstance, I’m simply talking about “an incident or occurrence” as defined in Random House dictionary.  Circumstances come in all shapes and sizes including things on a global scale.  
Friday, March 11, 2011, was a devastating day in Japan.  The 8.9 magnitude quake was the most powerful known earthquake to ever hit Japan, and one of the five most powerful earthquakes in the world since modern record-keeping began in 1900.  The Japanese National Police Agency confirmed 15,707 deaths, 5,717 injured, and 4,642 people missing.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization there were 925 million under- or malnourished people in the world in 2010.

In light of these global circumstances, one may ask “How can I trust God when He allows these things to happen?”

B. Personal circumstances

Let’s draw a little closer to home, and look at personal circumstances.  I’m talking about something that affects you or a loved one directly such as cancer.  The American Cancer society estimates that 571,950 men and women right here in the United States will die of cancer in 2011.

Or what about losing a job?  In July, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that 13.9 million Americans are out of a job.  The number of long-term unemployed (those jobless for 27 weeks and over) is at 6.2 million, which is 44.4 percent of the unemployed.  

I’m currently reading a book, Breakfast at Sally’s, which details the life of Richard LeMieux, who literally went from being a extremely rich to being homeless as he lost everything – possessions, friends, and even family.  In his despair, Richard questioned where God was.

DISCUSSION:  What circumstances tempt you to question whether you can trust God?
For me, it isn’t so much the global events because to be honest, they often seem so far removed from my everyday life that I may see them on TV, even feel sorry, but I feel somewhat helpless and unconnected.  However, when something hits personally, it really gets my attention.  Things that take a long time to overcome are things that really shake me up.

C. Biblical examples
Since we are in a Bible class, I would like to open the scriptures and look at three Biblical examples of men that faced difficulties.  In the case of Jeremiah and Job, I think we can safely question their trust in God at the time they made the statements we will examine.
Jeremiah 20:14-18 “Cursed be the day in which I was born! Let the day not be blessed in which my mother bore me!  Let the man be cursed who brought news to my father, saying, ‘A male child has been born to you!’  Making him very glad.  And let that man be like the cities which the LORD overthrew, and did not relent; Let him hear the cry in the morning and the shouting at noon, because he did not kill me from the womb, that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb always enlarged with me.  Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?
In Job 3, verses 1-12 express the same sentiment as Jeremiah does.  Later in the chapter, in verses 25-26 we read, “For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, and what I dreaded has happened to me.  I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; I have no rest, for trouble comes.”

Paul 2 Cor 12:7-10 – These verses indicate Paul suffered from some kind of “thorn in the flesh”.  We aren’t told what it was, and there are numerous theories.  Regardless of the exact problem, we see it was something that Paul prayed earnestly about that God would cure him of this affliction.  I brought Paul up to show he suffered affliction, but his trust in God didn’t seem to waver.
II. Putting trust in God
A.
Requirements
DISCUSSION:  What does it take for us to trust someone?
I included this picture of young child jumping into the arms of her father.  Although it looks like the little girl is really enjoying the idea of the jump, the first time was probably a lot scarier.  Will he really catch me?  Will I drown? 

1. Know the person – Before we can trust anyone, and even God, we typically have to form some kind of relationship.  Psa 9:10 “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.”  

God’s name was very important to Hebrews, and it was something they held sacred.  The Hebrew people came to consider one particular name of God His personal name. Scholars call this name, derived from four Hebrew letters, the 'tetragrammaton' (from 'tetra,' four, and 'gram,' letter). The Jews were so concerned about using this name in vain that they would not even pronounce it when reading the Bible aloud. (They substituted 'Adonai,' meaning Lord.) As a result, the proper pronunciation of the original Hebrew is unknown. Most scholars say 'Yahweh' or 'Yahveh' is likely the proper pronunciation, although Jehovah has been used since the sixteenth century.  To know this special name for God, was to have a relationship with Him.
In the New Testament, Jesus uses the example of sheep recognizing the shephards voice when he said in John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
2. Believe they tell the truth
Another important factor is building trust in someone is whether or not they tell the truth.  Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent.  Has He said, and will He not do?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”  In Titus 1:1-2, the Bible tells us that God cannot lie.

3. Dependability
ILLUSTRATION:  On the slide is a picture of Old Faithful, which is a cone geyser located in Wyoming, in Yellowstone National Park.  The geyser got it’s nickname because of it’s frequent eruptions, which scientists timed to a margin of error of 10 minutes.  Old Faithful will erupt 65 minutes after an eruption lasting less than 2.5 minutes or 91 minutes after an eruption lasting more than 2.5 minutes.  This has been going on at least since 1870, when it “discovered” by members of the Washburn-Langford-Doane Expedition.
· Hebrews 13:8 assures us that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

· James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”

· 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”
III. Waiting on God
Earlier we mentioned some circumstances that can arise in our lives.  I think we live in the illusion of control until something comes along that is truly out of our control.  When we are or a loved one is struck with an illness, we are forced to depend on others, and to wait.  If one of those global circumstances comes into our lives such as the things listed, 9/11, or some other tragedy, we again are forced to depend on others, and to wait.  If we so chose, we can also put the matter into God’s hands, and to wait on Him.
A.
Perspective
One aspect of waiting on God, is to see things through His perspective rather than our own understanding as we see brought out in these two scriptures.
1. Israelites in the wilderness – Psa 78:18-19 “And they tested God in their heart ny asking for the food of their fancy.  Yes, they spoke against God: They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?” 

We are talking about the same God that brought 10 great plagues on the Eqyptians, and the same God who parted the Red Sea.  You would think something as preparing food for them in wilderness was within his reach.

2. Leaning not on our understanding – Pro 3:5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct[a] your paths.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil.  It will be health to your flesh, and strength to your bones.”

We teach the children the song, “He’s got the whole world in His hands”, and when we realize that, I think it makes all the difference on waiting on God.

DISCUSSION:  Is it harder to obey God or trust God?
The safe answer is “it depends”.  It depends on what is going on in our lives.  If everything appears to be in control, then we may find it harder to obey God when temptation comes along.  When we lose control of our health, job, family relationships, etc., then I think it becomes much harder to trust God, and to wait on Him.  
B. 
Old Testament promises

ILLUSTRATION: Russell Kelso Carter (1849-1928) was a star athlete and an excellent student academically, who went on to be a successful teacher and coach. He then spent several years as an ordained Methodist minister, after which he went to medical school. He spent the last of his professional years as a doctor of medicine.  In his younger years he wrote a song, titled “Standing on the Promises”.  A few years later he came to truly embody this song as he ended up in critical condition due to a heart problem, and the physicians could do no more for him. Carter turned to God for help and healing, and he fully concreted his life to standing on God’s promises healing or no.  Over the course of the next several months his strength returned, and his heart was completely healed! Carter lived another healthy 49 years in service to God.

When we read the Old Testament we come across verses like:

· Psalm 9:10 “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.”

· Psalm 50:15 “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

· Isaiah 40:31 “But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

DISCUSSION:  Do you think these Old Testament promises are true for us today?
I do think scriptures like these are meant to be a comfort to us.  As Christians in the 21st century, I think we have the comfort of knowing that our salvation is assured regardless of the circumstances that may happen to us on this Earth.  As the country song goes, “I never promised you a rose garden”; however, I do think God will help us to make the best out of any circumstance we find ourselves in.  
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