Week 6: The Sovereignty of God
QUOTE: The poet Samuel Johnson once said, “In sovereignty there are no gradations.”  I believe he was expressing the idea that sovereignty is an all or nothing kind of thing.  This morning we are going to explore the sovereignty of God, and this is a key concept when we consider the question “Is God in control?”  That is why, Lord willing, we will spend the next four classes looking at God’s sovereignty from a general perspective, his sovereignty over people, his sovereignty over nature, and finally our individual responsibility.  This morning we will look at:
· Definition of sovereignty
· Scope of God’s sovereignty
· Confidence in God’s sovereignty
I. Definition of sovereignty
QUOTE: The American Heritage Dictionary defines sovereignty as, “Supremacy of authority or rule as exercised by a sovereign or sovereign state.”
QUOTE: St. Augustine, a Catholic scholar states, “Nothing, therefore happens unless the Omnipotent wills it to happen: he either permits it to happen, or he brings it about Himself.”
DISCUSSION: What does it mean that God is sovereign? 

Searching the Scriptures for a concise definition of divine sovereignty, you may be surprised to learn what I think is the best definition. It isn’t from the writings of the apostle Paul, it isn’t from Moses in the Law, and it isn’t from one of the great prophets like Isaiah or Jeremiah. I think the clearest definition of God’s sovereignty comes from the lips of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. In Dan 4 we find Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation at the hand of God.  The slide shows how one artist depicted Nebuchadnezzar as God drove him from the presence of men, forced him to eat grass like oxen, caused his hair to grow out like eagle’s feathers and his nails like bird’s claws.
Daniel 4:34-35 “And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation.  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth.  No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’”

A more succinct way of putting it, would be “His house, His rules”.  We live in the world God made, and we are subject to His rules and His will.

II. Scope of God’s sovereignty
A.
Begins before our birth
If you ever find yourself wondering or doubting God’s care for you, read Psalms 139.  This is a comforting passage, and it really drives home fact that God knows everything about us, and being able to see the future, He knows what decisions we will make.  

I would like to read two particular verses in this chapter that really highlight God’s sovereignty begins before we even born.  Psalms 139:13 “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.” and verse 16 “Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.” 

B.
God guides our steps
I truly believe that those seeking God receive God’s special assistance from time-to-time.  Proverbs 16:9 “A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.”
An example of God directing steps is found in Acts 16:11-15 where we find the conversion of Lydia of Philippi.  Here Lydia is gathered with other women at the riverside on the Sabbath day in order to pray.  Luke records in verse 14 she “worshipped God”, and later states “The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”  I truly believe God caused their paths to meet, and for Lydia to be saved because she was attempting to find and worship God.
C.
God’s Sovereignty can override our freewill
This statement may be a bit controversial, but I encourage you to look at the scriptures I’ve listed.
Proverbs 19:21 “There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the LORD’s counsel—that will stand.”

We all makes plans, but those plans will only come about they are consistent with God’s purpose.

Lamentations 3:37 “Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, when the Lord has not commanded it?”

No emperor, king, president, supervisor, teacher, or coach can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not first decreed to either make it happen or permit it to happen.

James 4:15 “Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’”

Nobody can say “I will this or that” and have it come about if it is not part of God’s sovereign will.

Acts 16:6-7 “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them.”

This appears to be a real example of Paul wanting to do something (free will), but God prevented Paul because it wasn’t in accordance with His will.

DISCUSSION:  Do you agree God’s Sovereignty can override our freewill?
This is a hard question to grasp because it almost makes it seem like we don’t really have free will to chose everything in our lives.  I personally view this as in light of a parent/child relationship.  As my children continue to grow, I am letting them make more of their own decisions, but there are still times where I will step in to veto one of their choices.  I think God can do that same thing if he decides not to make or permit something to happen in our lives.
III. Confidence in God’s sovereignty
A.
Some things we do not understand
There are some things that take place in this world that we just do not understand.  

How could a sovereign God [SHOW AUSCHWITZ PHOTO] allow Hilter’s rise to power and the evil of the concentration camps where nearly three million people lost their lives?
How could a sovereign God [SHOW 9/11 PHOTO] allow terrorists to strike our nation and take the lives of nearly 3,000 people?

Hitting a little closer to home, how could a sovereign God [SHOW BASTROP PHOTO] allow wild fires to burn over 1,300 homes just down 71 highway in the Bastrop area?

Even though we do not fully understand why God allows things to happen, we called the “circumstances” in an earlier class, we can still take confidence as the prophet did in Habakkuk 3:17-19 “Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines;  Though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food;  Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills.”

B.
Importance of believing in God’s sovereignty
DISCUSSION:  Why is confidence in the sovereignty of God so important?
Confidence in God’s sovereignty is important because:

· Builds our faith in God – When we run into global and/or personal circumstances that shake our foundations, this can be a faith-building experience if we put our trust in God.  He may not ultimately bring out things the way we want, but we always have the promise of eternal salvation with Him. 

· Assures us we don’t have to understand everything – As much as we like to “feel in control” by knowing and understanding everything, we can leave this responsibility to God and not get ourselves overly upset trying to find the answer to things that are beyond our understanding.  

· Assures us that whatever happens God purposed it or allowed it to happen – Take a moment and think about all the things that took place last week in your life.  Maybe there was something exceptionally good, but maybe there were some bad things.  Whatever took place, it can be reassuring to know that God purposed or permitted those things to happen.  He’s given us the support systems in fellow Christians and the Bible to get us through whatever takes place in this world!
Closing
In closing, I would draw on the words of Job found in Job 1:21-22 “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.”
We may not always understand why things happen in our lives, but we can be confident that God in his sovereign control purposed or allowed those things to occur.  Our duty is to recognize we’ll have good and bad times, and we need to strive to follow Job’s example in that we don’t sin or charge God with wrong for allowing the difficulties to occur.
 Week 6: The Sovereignty of God

Page 1 of 3

