Week 7 - God’s sovereignty over people
ILLUSTRATION: I believe I’m standing here before you today only by the Sovereign will of God.  Three years ago, on August 28, AMD announced they were laying me off.  I did all the normal things with updating a resume, applying online for jobs, and networking with my contacts to find something.  I actually found three jobs with the help of friends, but none of them were ideal either due to travel, salary, or the overall environment.  In December, I accepted an offer with a company that I wasn’t excited about with the full knowledge that I was going to have to relocate my family.  I decided to make one last plea to God through prayer, and I even encouraged many of you that are in this class today to pray for me as well.  I earnestly prayed to God that if He wanted me to stay in Round Rock, He needed to provide a way.  Two days before I was to fly to California to start my new job, I got a phone call from my a man asking if it was too late to make me an offer, and this is the job I ultimately ended up taking, which is why I’ standing here before you today.  I told you that story because I truly believe there are times that God chooses to work directly in our lives as part of His sovereign will.
This morning we are going to open our Bibles and look at some examples of God’s sovereignty over people.  In some cases, it appears that God hardened people’s hearts at times and lets them make choices that would lead to their downfall.  In other cases, it appears God caused good things to happen to people.  I also think there are many situations where God simply leaves the decision up to us and lets the cards fall where they may.  We’ll look at:
· God’s direct intervention

· God’s openness to human choice

· God allows us to suffer

· Realizations
I. God’s direct intervention
Michelangelo is best known for his sculptors, but he also painted some beautiful pictures.  This one is part of “The Creation of Adam” painted around 1511.  I chose it because to me it illustrates God, as the father, reaches out to His creation, and gives us life, but direction at times, as I will show in two Old Testament and two New Testament examples.  

A. Egyptians 
Exodus 3:21-22 “And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed.  However, every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters.  So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

B. King Abimelech
Gen 20:1-7 accounts the story where Abraham and his wife Sarah run into King Abimelech.  Rather than trusting God to provide a way, Abraham decides to tell a lie that Sarah is his sister; however, this backfires because the King takes her for a wife.  It is interesting that God protects the King from unknowingly sinning in verses 6-7 “And God said to him in a dream, ‘Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart.  For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her.  Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live.  But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.’”
C. Saul
When you read Acts 9:1, is there any question about Saul’s desire and motivation?  Saul wasn’t seeking God, he was seeking those who “were of the Way” so he could drag them bound back to Jerusalem for trial just like they did with Stephen.  Instead, God chose to directly intervene and change’s Saul’s life.  

D. Paul

Acts 16:6-7 “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them.”

This is the example we looked at last week where Paul wanted to do something (free will), but God prevented Paul because it wasn’t in accordance with His will.

DISCUSSION:  Do you believe God directly intervenes in our free will choices today?
I don’t see any reason why God wouldn’t do it today if our choices conflicted with His will.  I imagine there are numerous things we could look back on in our lives and realize there must have been something going on for us to have been in a specific place.  A reason for us to have gotten a job, or not gotten a promotion.  
II. God’s will working through others
Just as there are times when I think God may choose to intervene, there are other times where I think he chooses to let things run their course.  Where God lets us come up against the crossroads and choose something for our good, or to do choose something brings about suffering.  
A.
Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 5 recounts the story where Ananias and Sapphira sold some land, but lied about the money.  Peter clearly pointed out that Satan tempted Ananias and that he fully had a choice in how much he gave as we read in verses 3-4 “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?  While it remained, was it not your own?  And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?  Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.’”
In this story, God didn’t send Ananias and Sapphira a special vision; He didn’t give them a warning.  Instead, He allowed them to make a free will choice, and then He immediately pronounced a death sentence.

B.
Felix
For the sake of time we are not going to read Acts 24, but it is an interesting story where Paul talks with Felix about the Way and begins to really shake Felix up about what he believes, so much so that in verse 25 “Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.’”
God didn’t force or compel Felix to accept Paul’s teaching, but instead let him delay.

C.
King Agrippa
Two chapters later in Acts 26 we find Paul teaching King Agrippa, and the king’s famous reply in verse 28 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You almost persuade me to become a Christian.’”
Here again, God left the free will choice for the king to believe if he chose, but God didn’t force his will.
III. God’s will working through others
In some form or fashion, we all have someone “over us”.  That could be a boss, a parent, a principal, a judge, the police, an elder, or a multitude of other examples.  At times, there are people that seemingly have the ability to make decisions that will affect our lives in a potentially significant way.  

DISCUSSION:  Why can we trust in the Sovereignty of God when others seem to have influence over our lives?
The point I was trying to make with this question is your getting a job, your being told you can or cannot do something, is not ultimately dependent on the person “over you”.  It is ultimately dependent on God’s sovereign will.  Ultimately, God will decide if something can take place in your life.

In the homework, I included two verses with this question.  Esther 4:16 “’Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day.  My maids and I will fast likewise.  And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!’”  I really like this verse because the queen is making all the preparations, and she boldly makes a decision to entreat with the king, which could have resulted in her death.  She put her trust in God, and went forward with her plan knowing that God’s will would be done.

The other verse I included was Romans 8:31 “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?”  It’s true there will be people that hold authority over us, but their decisions are not necessarily their own when it comes to God’s sovereign will.  

IV. Realizations

For our final point this morning, there are two realizations that I would like to highlight.  
A.
Secret things belong to God
I am going to Read Deut 29:29, and then I’d like to take about 30 seconds to meditate on this verse.  
Deut 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”

DISCUSSION:  How does this verse give us confidence in light of God’s sovereignty working in our lives?
I think God reveals everything I need to know about getting to Heaven.  There are some “secret things” that are beyond my human understanding.  I need to know that “all things work together for good”, but I don’t need to know the how or why.

B.
Trials
The second realization is that God created or permitted whatever trials you are going through!
DISCUSSION:  How does this realization change your view on the negative things that happen in your life?
It really makes me stop and think about the choices I make because sometimes I think we bring out hardships on ourselves by making poor choices.  I also think that God allows purposely allows certain things in our lives, up to and including death, to test us and to build our faith.
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