Week 8: God’s Power over Nature
QUOTE:  George Washington Carver once said, “I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.”  I chose this quote because I think nature and God’s power over it can speak to us as we’ll see in our lesson this morning.    Today we are going to look at:

· God’s power over nature
· God’s purposes for nature
· Our response to natural things
I. God’s power over nature
A. God created it all
Genesis 1:1 is the familiar verse about God creating the heavens and the earth.  I would also like to draw your attention to Psalms 33:6-9 “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.  He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deep in storehouses.  Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.”

I’m not going to spend a lot of time on this point simply because I think the majority, if not all of us, would agree that God created the world as we know it.
B. God’s direct intervention over nature
There are numerous examples in the Old and New Testament that attest to God’s direct control over nature.
· Plagues of Egypt (Ex 7-11) – Nearly all of these involved natural things (e.g., flies, frogs, locusts, darkness, etc.)

· Great wind (Jon 1:4) – In the story of Jonah, God “sent out a great wind on the sea”, and a great tempest arose.

· Star reveals time of place of Jesus’ birth (Matt 2:1-2) – To herald in the time and place of Jesus’ birth, God caused a star to appear over Bethlehem.
· “Great day of His wrath” (Rev 6:12-17) – Depending on your interpretation of this passage, God either caused this to happen sometime in the first century or someday in the future there will be a great earthquake, the sky will darken, and men hid in the caves and rocks of the mountains.
C. Disabilities
This next point can be hard for us to fathom, that God ultimately created and/or permitted all the disabilities that we are born with today.  Ex 4:11 “So the LORD said to him, ‘Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD?’”  Also in John 9:1-3 “Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’  Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.’”

D. Childlessness

Another difficult thing point for us to understand is how God can work in our lives so that some people are blessed with children, while others are barren.  There is clear evidence of this in the Old and New Testament.

· Gen 18:9-14 – God caused Sarah to have Isaac despite being “well advanced in age” and “passed the age of childbearing.”

· Gen 29:31 – God chose to open Leah’s womb because she was unloved, but Rachel remained barren.
· 1 Sam 1:5 – God closed Hannah’s womb.  Later we know she gave birth to Samuel.

· Jud 13:3 – The Angel of the Lord appeared to Samson’s mother and told her she would conceive and bare a son despite being barren.

· Luke 1:7,13 – We find Zacharias and Elizabeth were both “well advanced in years” and Elizabeth was barren, yet she would bring forth John the Baptist.
I think it clear that in times past, God chose to directly intervene in the lives of men and women and bless or hold back children.  When we see these kinds of things happen today, we may question “Why” God would choose to do certain things in our lives, and I think that is a good segue to our next point, which covers some of the purposes God has in His use and control of natural things.

II. God’s purposes for nature
A.
Reveals God’s invisible attributes
The passage in Rom 1:18-20, shows how God uses nature to reveal Himself to man. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse…”
In R.C. Sproul’s book Simply Christian, he calls this an “echo of a voice” that stirs the unbeliever and can cause him to question if God is out there.

B.
Illustrates the uncertainty of life
ILLUSTRATION: On May 22, 2011 between 5:34 PM and 6:12 PM CST, a F5 tornado with winds peaking at 224 to 250 MPH demolished the town of Joplin, Missouri.  162 people lost their life in a matter of minutes.  
In James 4:14, we are reminded that our lives are but a vapor, and I think the natural disaster can really help us to “number our days” as we see mentioned in Psa 90:12.
C.
Shows our dependence on God
Matt 6:11 is the simple verse “Give us this day our daily bread.”  I think all too often we overlook this basic necessity when we are blessed with one of the richest lifestyles on the planet.  We sometimes take it for granted that we can run to the grocery store or a restaurant, and buy food with our hard earned money.  Just let a natural disaster come along and wipe out that restaurant or that grocery store, and you really start wondering where your next meal is coming from.
D. Fosters love between people

One of the heart-warming things that you see is people helping people in time of tragedy, which God commends in Matt 25:31-40 when he says, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

ILLUSTRATION: As a Cubmaster for my local Scout Pack, I had opportunity to help collect food, clothing, and monies for those impacted by the wild fires in the Bastrop area.  One leader talked about a friend that lost his home in the fires.  This victim said he could not express how grateful he was with the outpouring of help.

E. Punishes sinners

Historically, we can also point to specific examples in the Bible where God used natural things to punish sinners.  Some of these include:

· Flood (Gen 6:9-8:22) – The biggest example is killing all but eight people with the great flood.

· Fire and Brimstone (Gen 19:12-29) – God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone.

· Disease (Num 12) – God used leprosy to humble Aaron and Miriam when they tried to usurp Moses’ power.

· Drought (Deut 11:16-17) – God explicitly warns His people that He will withhold rain if they take up other gods “Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them, lest the LORD’s anger be aroused against you, and He shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the land yield no produce, and you perish quickly from the good land which the LORD is giving you.”
DISCUSSION:  Do you think God uses these things to punish sinners today?
I Cor 11:17-34 appears to be an example where people were profaning the “Lord’s supper”, and God says in verses 29-30 “For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.”  This seems to indicate God was causing some to be sick and even die as a result of their sin.  

Another example would be sexually transmitted diseases.  It is true you can catch STDs (such as AIDs) through contact with blood, blood transfusions, etc.; however, none of these diseases would exist if men and women followed God’s plan for sex.  I believe God does allow these things when people willfully sin in their sexual practices.  

Hebrews 12:6 reminds us “For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”  I think that can include sickness to humble us, correct us, and/or get our attention.  It shows we aren’t in control.

III. How do we respond?
A.
Complaining
DISCUSSION:  Is it sinful for us to complain about the weather?
If we stop and think about God’s control over the world, which includes the weather, then I think it might give us some pause when we attempt to complain about the heat, cold, drought, or rain.  

The Bible is filled with examples of people complaining and God punishing them as in Num 11:1 “Now when the people complained, it displeased the LORD; for the LORD heard it, and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the LORD burned among them, and consumed some in the outskirts of the camp.”  There are also passages such as Luke 17:11-19 with the 10 lepers and only one gave thanks, which seem to indicate thankfulness is important to God.

B.
Comfort when disaster strikes
If we find ourselves victims of a natural disaster, sickness, disease, or some other natural condition, I think we can take some comfort from scriptures like Lam 3:31-36 “For the Lord will not cast off forever.  Though He causes grief, yet He will show compassion according to the multitude of His mercies.  For He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.  To crush under one’s feet all the prisoners of the earth, to turn aside the justice due a man before the face of the Most High, or subvert a man in his cause—The Lord does not approve.”

DISCUSSION:  What comfort can we take in Lam 3:31-36 in regards to God allowing grief and affliction in our lives?
Some of the things I see in this verse are that God may allow us to suffer awhile, but he won’t cast us off forever.  It also shows He is the cause of some of our grief (I think we bring some on ourselves through our actions and choices); God will show compassion on us.  God doesn’t do these things for kicks; God has a purpose in the things we have to endure.
C.
Acknowledge we don’t always
My final point this morning is that it is OK to acknowledge that we simply don’t understand.  1 Cor 1:25 points out how ill-prepared we are to understand the things that God causes or permits when it comes to His natural world - “…the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
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