Trials & Temptation – Pop Quiz
1. Which of the following are valid sources of trials? (select all that apply)

APPLICATION: This first question highlights a portion of the class where we will examine the source of trials.

If you selected all of the answers, you got it right.
√ Decisions a person makes
I want to draw a distinction between God chastising someone because of a sinful choice versus a trial that comes about from simply making a bad decision.  

ILLUSTRATION: A worldly example would be investing in Kodak.  The company spent 58 years on the Fortune 500, with it’s peak in 1992 when it made $20B in revenue.  The company invented the digital camera in 1975, but did not invest in the technology because they didn’t want to undercut sales of its film business.  If you invested in this company in the 80’s and 90’s you would have done quite well, but if you didn’t pull your money out, you would have lost your investment because the company filed for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy in 2012 and just emerged from bankruptcy in September 2013.  After once holding 90% of the market, they are struggling to make a profit.

The dispute between Abram and Lot’s men due to overcrowding comes to mind.  Abram told Lot to choose some land, and Abram would go the other way.  In Genesis 13:10-11  “And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other.”

I don’t think there was any sinful intention in Lot choosing the plain of Jordan and journeying east, but it definitely put Lot under severe trials due to Sodom’s corruption.  

√ Persecution from the outside world

1 Peter 3:14 “But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” This verse looks at suffering because of persecution from the outside world.

√ Sinful intentions from others

The story of Joseph in Genesis 39 is an example where the sinful intentions of Potiphar’s wife resulted in Joseph getting thrown in prison.  Although God blessed Joseph so that he became a favorite of the warden, I suspect there was some definite hardship and simple loss of freedom that Joseph had to endure during this time.
√ Random events

Ecc 9:11 “I returned and saw under the sun that—The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all.”
ILLUSTRATION: In May 2013, an F5 tornado swept through Moore, OK.  This is the one that destroyed Briarwood Elementary School.  Remarkably, nobody died at the school, but many families faced medical hardships as they recovered from wounds and just the terror of living through such a earth shattering event.
√ God

Gen 22:1-2 “Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 2 Then He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.’” This is an example of God sending a trial directly to a person to test them on how they would respond.  
√ Satan

The immediate example that comes to mind on Satan sending trials is that of Job.  This included loss of wealth, loss of family, and loss of physical health, all of which God allowed Satan to inflict on Job.
2. Which of the following statements is true?
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 God only sends trials, while Satan only sends temptations
James 1:13 “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” This verse ensures us that God does not tempt us.  As we saw with Question #1, God and Satan both can send trials our way. 
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 God never tempts us
This is the only true statement, and it is confirmed in James 1:13.  
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 God always provides a way of escape for trials
This is a bit of a trick answer in that it substitutes ‘trials’ for ‘temptations’.  The assurance of a way of escape found in Corinthians explicitly states it is for temptations 1 Cor 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
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 God lets us choose the trials and temptations we will face
All temptations we face ultimately comes from our own desires as mentioned in James 1:14 “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.”  However, I do not think we have any control or say in what trials we face.
3. What are some differences between trials and temptations?  
APPLICATION: Our class will focus on both trials and temptations, and this question touches on how we will define both of these things and look at the purpose and outcomes of both.

There are numerous differences between trials and temptations:
	Trials
	Temptations

	· Originate from multiple places (see Question #1)

· Trials are an opportunity to obey God and please Him

· Trials bring a crown of life

· Trials seek to build you up

· Generally, a trial is something you want to avoid

· Trials are meant to draw us closer to God
	· Originate from our sinful desires (James 1:14)

· Temptations are an opportunity to obey and please ourselves

· Temptation ends in death

· Temptations seek to break you down

· Generally, a temptation is something you want to do

· Temptations draw us away from God


4. How can a trial turn into temptation and sin?

Job is a great example of how a trial could let to the temptation of giving up, and the temptation to complain.  Job 2:7-10 “So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!’ 10 But he said to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips.”
QUOTE: Joyce Meyer once said, “Complaining is dangerous business. It can damage or even destroy your relationship with God, your relationships with other people, and even with your relationship with yourself.”

QUOTE: Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Never succumb to the temptation of bitterness.”

5. Which of the following are valid sources of temptations? (select all that apply)
□ Our own desires

This is true as discussed in James 1:14

□ Other people

1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’”
Proverbs 22:24-25 “Make no friendship with an angry man, And with a furious man do not go, 25 Lest you learn his ways And set a snare for your soul.”

□ God
This is false as discussed in James 1:13

□ Satan

Matthew 4:1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”
Acts 5:3 “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?’”

6. Who/what led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted? 
APPLICATION: This question touches on the concept of God leading us into temptation, although He doesn’t tempt us.  We’ll explore what the difference between leading and tempting.


[image: image5.png]


 Devil
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 Judas
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 Spirit
Matthew 4:1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”
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 Nobody
7. Which of the following statements is false? 
APPLICATION: Questions 7&8 touch on things of this world, and how all temptation is commonly associated with one of these three areas – “the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”.  We will look have an overview of these three categories, and spend a week on each one.
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 The Bible states there are no unique temptations
1 Cor 10:13a “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;”
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 The Bible states there are two main types of sin – venial and mortal
This is a concept the Catholic church instituted to classify types of sins.  They state venial sins are lesser sins that don’t result in a complete separation from God and eternal damnation in hell.  They contrast this with unrepented mortal sins that condemn a soul to hell after death. 
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 The Bible states there are three things of this world – lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life
1 John 2:15-16 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.”

[image: image12.png]


 The Bible states the end result of unchecked temptation is death
James 1:14-15 “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.”
8. To what worldly temptation(s) did Eve succumb? 
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 Lust of eye
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 Lust of the flesh
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 Pride of life
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 All of the above
Gen 3:6a “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.”

9. What method(s) did Joseph use to resist temptation? (select all that apply)
APPLICATION: This question touches on strategies to resist temptations.  Lord willing, we will spend a couple weeks looking at Biblical and worldly strategies we can use to resist temptation.
□ He prayed 
We have no record of Joseph praying in Genesis 39.
□ He made sure he was not alone with Potiphar’s wife in the house 
This would have been a good idea, but scripture reveals he was alone, or at least not with other men about with Potiphar’s wife Gen 39:11 “But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside”
□ He reasoned with Potiphar’s wife 
Gen 39:7-9 “And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, ‘Lie with me.’ 8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, ‘Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand. 9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?’”
□ He recognized sex with Potiphar’s wife would be a sin against God
This is brought on in Gen 39:9
□ He fled
Gen 39:11-12 “But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside, 12 that she caught him by his garment, saying, ‘Lie with me.’ But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside.”
10. In light of 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (NKJV), what danger does habitual sin pose for the Christian?
APPLICATION: Toward the end of our class, we’ll touch on what to do if we fall to temptation.  This question looks at the danger of habitual sin (i.e., continuing to struggle with the same temptation(s)) where are hearts can become hardened and we eventually give up and quit trying to resist temptation.
11. What scriptures are meaningful to you for dealing with trials and/or temptations?
There is no right or wrong answer with this question, and there are many great verses that touch on trials and temptations.  We’ve already reviewed the assurance God gives us for a way of escape (1 Cor 10:13), and we’ll spend time looking at other great passages such as 

· James 1:2 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.”

· James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 
· Rom 5:3-4 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.”
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