Trials and Temptations: Week 6 – Three Types of Temptations
Today, we are going to look at three main types of temptation that find their basis in 1 John 2:15-16.  We’ll use the temptations Eve and Jesus faced to illustrate how Satan tries to work on our inner desires.  Lord willing, over the next three weeks, we’ll take a more in-depth look at each type of temptation, but today’s lesson is more of an overview.
[ADVANCE SLIDE] Let’s get started this morning by turning to 1 John 2:15-16 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.”  

This is a cornerstone verse when talking about temptation and sin, and it is generally accepted that v16 encompasses the three areas in which Satan will attack Christians.
I. Lust of the Flesh
The Greek word John uses for “lust” is epithumia. The word is comprised of two words: epi meaning “focused on” and thumia meaning “desire”.   This is a neutral word meaning it is neither good or evil, it depends on the context.  

[ADVANCE SLIDE]  On the positive side, check out Luke 22:15 “Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;’” 
[ADVANCE SLIDE] On the negative side, we have our focus text this morning in 1 John 2:16 where the lust of the flesh is the “focused desire” of satisfying the appetites of the fallen nature.

Before a person knows Christ as their Lord and Savior, fulfilling the desires of the flesh was a normal act. It’s the “course of this world” (Eph 2:2) that Paul described in his letter to the Ephesians. He said that they, and him alike, once conducted themselves, “in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”

DISCUSSION:  What are some examples of temptations that would fall under lust of the flesh?

The word "lust" is used here in the general sense of desire, or that which is the object of desire - not in the narrow sense in which it is now commonly used in reference to sexual sins.  The New Living Translation (NLT) uses a more general statement of ‘craving for physical pleasure’, which helps us understand this temptation could include:

· Sexual sins – this is the most obvious type of temptation
· Food – certainly eating can be a temptation and lead to the sin of gluttony
· Drink/Drugs – likewise drinking can be a temptation and lead to the sin of drunkenness
· Thrill seeking – anything where we are attempting to satisfy our sensual nature.  There is nothing wrong with seeking pleasure, but it can lead us down the wrong paths and into sin if we are not careful.

Paul provided a list of potential sins that fall under this category in Galatians 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Notice the phrase “and the like”. This three-verse list may seem long but it’s by no means exhaustive. The works of the flesh are any works, actions, or thoughts that arise from the fallen nature and are in rebellion against God’s Law. It’s sad how much of that short list is deemed “normal”, or “acceptable”, by the world today. It’s because of these things that the wrath of God is coming upon those whom the Scripture calls “sons of disobedience” (Col 3:6).

As mentioned before, we’ll take a much closer look at this particular type of temptation next week, but for now, let’s move on to the second type of temptation found in 1 John 2:16, which is the lust of the eyes.
II. Lust of the Eyes [ADVANCE SLIDE]
The second characteristic John uses to describe what comprises the world is “the lust of the eyes”. The same Greek word for “lust” is used here: epi-thumia. So this phrase deals with the sinful, focused desire of the eyes.
[ADVANCE SLIDE] ILLUSTRATION:  What one word do you think of to describe this picture?

I think of the word “Mine!”   Isn’t it amazing how quickly a small child learns this word?  I don’t mean to insinuate this little girl is in some way sinful because she is clutching her three baby dolls and not sharing, but I do think her picture helps illustrate how the lust of the eyes is different from lust of the flesh.
The phrase lust of the eyes sounds like it would include sexual sins because of the word ‘lust’, and it is true Satan tempts people with sexual sins by what they see; however, I think the New Living Transition (NLT) helps to make this statement a little clearer when they translate it as ‘a craving for everything we see’.  

Lust of the flesh deals with our bodily desires while lust of the eyes hits more at our minds where we desire (lust) after objects because we think they look beautiful, bright, shiny, glittering, rare, unique, exotic or there is just something about these things that are appealing to us.
Desiring things does not mean our eyes are never to be gratified, or that we should seek out ugly, beat up stuff, or it is sinful to find pleasure in beholding objects of real beauty - for the Creator formed the world, and it is full of beautiful things.  God surely intended for pleasure to enter the soul through the eyes, and the beauties which He has shed so lavishly over His works should contribute to the happiness of His creatures.

DISCUSSION:  At what point does desiring things cross over into “lust of the eyes”?
The tipping point is when our desire for [insert object here] (e.g., dolls, cars, purses, shoes, golf clubs, guns, etc.) becomes the leading object of our life with no connection to God and especially not with helping others.  It is when we become so indebted to the world that we spend all our time paying off loans and credit cards and don’t have time for our families and for God.

The issue is not with what comes in through our physical eyes, it is what we do with the information.  The problem arises when we spend all our time and effort visualizing that yellow 1967 stingray corvette, visualizing how good that new house is going to look, visualizing how good that latest item in our collection is going to look on the wall, etc.  Lusting and sin takes place in the mind so this figurative sense makes it possible for those without sight to succumb to lust of the "eyes" as well. 

[ADVANCE SLIDE] QUOTE:  Christopher Hitchens observed, “There are none more covetous and greedy than those who have far too much.” 

One of the challenges we face in America is our extreme wealth in comparison to about 95% of the world’s population.  Unfortunately, for us, that wealth make us more likely to fall pray to the lust of the eyes, and less likely to share our wealth with other people.  

In an NPR article from March 2013, reporter Ken Sterns pulled together research and found, “The people who can least afford to give are the ones who donate the greatest percentage of their income.”  As we acquire more stuff, we can become enslaved to it, especially if we are buying on credit.  
The problem with the lust of the eyes, is it never satisfies.  Satan will always dangle something new, something different, something more beautiful, something rarer to get our attention, and we can become entrapped trying to find happiness and satisfaction in stuff.  Jesus reminds us of this in Luke 12:15 “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
Lord willing, in two weeks, we’ll take a closer look at the lust of the eyes.  Now, let’s turn to the last major category, the pride of life.

III. Pride of Life [ADVANCE SLIDE]
The final category of temptation is the pride of life.  
A. Positive Pride?

In our society, people often use the word “pride” or “proud” in a positive sense such as:

· American pride – Taking pride in our country, freedoms, and way of life.
· Texas pride – This is a pride that for some goes beyond national pride.
· Pride in our kids – This is pride when our kids do a good job. 

· Pride in our work – This is taking pride in the work we do to produce a quality product or service.
All of those seem like positive things, or positive ways to look at pride.  Let’s play some Bible trivia.  
BIBLE TRIVIA:  How many positive uses of the word pride/proud can you find in the Bible?

From my research, the answer is a resounding zero!  On the other hand, you will find well over 60 verses in the Bible dealing with the merits of being humble.  
DISCUSSION:  Can Christians have pride in a positive way?

[ADVANCE SLIDE] According to dictionary.com, pride is “a high or inordinate opinion of one's own dignity, importance, merit, or superiority, whether as cherished in the mind or as displayed in bearing, conduct, etc.”  When you think of pride under this definition, I don’t think Christians can have pride in a positive way.  
Part of the problem is our use of the word today compared to what it used to mean in the past.  It seems like our society today really wants to put a positive spin on pride, which may ignorance on what the word means, or it may be Satan’s way of tripping up Christians.
Let’s re-examine those “positive” ways to use pride again.

· [ADVANCE SLIDE] American and Texas pride – I think our use of “pride” in relationship to America and Texas actually fits our definition.  Americans and Texans do feel superior to others, and have a high opinion of ourselves compared to the rest of the world.  Perhaps that is why so many other countries hate America?
· [ADVANCE SLIDE] Pride in our kids – Here I think we are just using the wrong word.  When we say we are proud of our kids, I think we really mean we are pleased with them as God was when He spoke after Jesus baptism.  Matthew 3:17 “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”

· [ADVANCE SLIDE] Pride in our work – Here again, I think we are potentially using pride in the wrong sense.  While some might feel their work is superior to others, I think they really mean they care about what they produce or the service they provide.  They want to provide the best possible product or service because they ultimately care about what they do and their customers.

B. The “pride of life” for Christians today

As we try to understand what “pride of life” means for Christians today, I again turn to the New Living Translation, which states this is “pride in our achievements and possessions”.  I think this provides a little clearer understanding of this temptation.  Just as we saw some overlap between the first two temptations, we also see some overlap between the second and third temptation.  We can find ourselves so enamored with acquiring titles or things that they become sources of pride in our lives. Lord willing, we’ll explore this temptation in more detail in three weeks.
IV.  The three temptations in action

To close things out today, let’s take a look at the temptations that Eve and Jesus faced to see how these include the three categories of temptation we touched on this morning.

A. Eve

Turn to Genesis 3:6 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 

[ADVANCE SLIDE] We see that Eve suffered all three types of temptations at once!  This was kind of a super temptation in a sense because it contained all three elements that we looked at this morning.
· Lust of the flesh - It seems like Eve saw the fruit, and somehow reasoned within herself that it would be good to eat.  This is touching on the need to fulfill the bodily desire to eat.  She could have eaten from any other tree in the garden, but this one was off limits.

· Lust of the eyes – Next we see that Eve saw the fruit and thought it looked pleasant.  This is Satan’s way of making things look attractive.  Satan has a doctorate degree in marketing!  When he tempts someone, he isn’t going to show the horrible results that can happen, instead, he is going to make that temptation look attractive!

· Pride of life – Finally, Eve bought into Satan’s reasonging that eating of the fruit would make her wise and in reality make her like God.  She was attracted to an elevated positon in her life.

B. Jesus

[ADVANCE SLIDE] Turn to Matthew 4.  Let’s take a look at how Jesus’ faced three temptations, and how each one of these falls nicely into the categories we’ve discussed.
· Lust of the flesh – Matthew 4:2-3 “And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”  

Naturally, Jesus was hungry, and Satan wanted to use the bodily desire for sustenance as a means to challenge Jesus’ identity as the Son of God.
· Lust of the eyes – Matthew 4:8-10 “Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’”
Here Satan tempts Jesus through the lust of the eyes.  I’ve never really understood how this would be that much of a temptation given that Jesus was present and responsible for creating this world.
· Pride of life – Matthew 4:5-6 “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”
Here Satan tempts Jesus with the pride of life in trying to get Jesus to flaunt His power and prove His identity as the Son of God.
Conclusion:

Today, we looked at three general categories for the temptations that you and I can face at any given time.  It might not seem like Satan has many tools at his disposal, but he unfortunately doesn’t need any more than these three because they are so effective at working against us.
[ADVANCE SLIDE] Lord willing, next week we’ll take a closer look at the lust of the flesh and all the various forms this temptation can manifest itself in our lives.
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