Trials and Temptations: Week 8 – Lust of the Eyes
[Advance Slide] Start the presentation on slide #2, and have it showing as the class forms to give them time to think about it.
Let’s take a look at the four pictures on the slide.  

1. (Top left) T206 Honus Wagner baseball card – This is one of only 40 cards in the T206 series made of baseball player Honus Wagner.  One sold in 2008 for $2.8M.
2. (Top right) Porcelain vase - The vase dates back to the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), which is also known as the Mongol Dynasty established under Kublai Khan.  It sold in 1993, for $1.2M.  It is one of the oldest existing pieces from this period.
3. (Bottom left) “Pink Star” diamond – Mined in 1999, this is the largest known diamond rated ‘Vivid Pink’.  The cutting took 20 months to complete, and the cut weight is 59.60 carats.  It sold at auction in 2013 for $83M.

4. (Bottom right) “Treskilling Yellow” Stamp – This is one of the world’s most valuable stamps that sold in 1996 for $2.3M.  It was printed in the wrong color in 1837, and there is believed to be the only one of them in existence.
DICUSSION: What do these things have in common?
All of these things are clearly expensive and rare.  They are also premier items that someone might collect and display.  While these are some of the most expensive collectible items, there are more mundane items that people collect from comic books to cookie cutters.  There is nothing wrong with collecting and obtaining things, but it can lead us down the path to the lust of the eyes that we are going to talk about today.
Previously, we looked at the New Living Transition (NLT) that translates the ‘lust of the eyes’ as ‘a craving for everything we see’.  Today, we are going to explore:
· Needs, Wants, and Lusts – we’ll set a base line on where our desires cross over from being acceptable to being a temptation, and eventually sin.
· Three step process whereby lust of the eyes leads to sin – We’ve already seen Eve’s example, but we’ll look at two more to illustrate a common three-step process that we often go through when the lust of the eyes kicks in.
· Why are we so susceptible to lust of the eyes – We’ll take a look at why this particular type of temptation can be hard to resist.

I. Needs, Wants, and Lusts

John Reuther states, “Many commentators see [lust of the eyes] simply as an amplification of the first warning [lust of the flesh]. According to this interpretation, the warning against lust warrants elaboration, because the eyes, more than the other senses, tempt the believer toward sexual immorality.  Yet the flow of the argument seems to suffer if the second is merely a reiteration of the first. Something else, or at least something more, seems to be in John's mind. More likely it refers, in addition to sexual lust, to anything that entices the eye.” 

To really understand the lust of the eyes, I think it is important to set a baseline around needs, wants, and lusts so we can truly see what things are a temptation that can lead us to sin versus other things that are allowable for us to desire in our lives.  

A. [Advance Slide] Needs

With needs, we are talking about the basics of food, clothing, and shelter.
DISCUSSION: What scriptures come to mind when you thing about the needs of life, and God supplying them?

Matthew 6:31-33 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”
Psalm 37:25 “I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread.”

Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my shepherd.  I shall not want.” – Yes, this uses the word ‘want’, but I think it is in reference to the basic needs of life.

When it comes to the basic needs of life – food, clothes, and shelter, I’m confident God provides the righteous directly or indirectly the things they need to sustain life.  To desire these things is not in any way sinful, which is why the little gauge on the screen shows ‘Needs’ in the green.
B. [Advance Slide] Wants

As the gauge heats up, we move into a yellow area with our wants.  The United States, and many other parts of the world, focus intently on marketing in an attempt to get us to want things.  Companies spend big bucks to advertise to us, to get sports figures and celebrities to endorse products, whether it be a 2015 Dodge Charger, or a new iPhone 6 smart phone.  We routinely see things advertised or mentioned on a daily basis, and we develop a desire to have them.  Assuming you have the financial means to afford them, there is nothing wrong with obtaining these “allowable things”.
DISCUSSION: How can something we want become a temptation for us if it is allowable?

Let’s think back to the example of Eve that we’ve looked at in previous classes.  God commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of knowledge and good and evil – hence the term forbidden fruit.  God allowed them to eat of all the other fruit in the garden.

I’m confident there is nothing in God’s Word that prohibits us from wanting, buying, and possessing a car or a phone.  These are “allowable things”, but they can lead to the “lust of eyes” when they in essence become idols to us.  A collection, whether it be baseball cards, porcelain vases, diamonds, or stamps can get out of control when it becomes the one thing we desire above all else.  When we put those things before God, we are in essence setting up an idol.  It isn’t an idol in the sense of some graven image that we worship, but if it is the first thing we think about in the morning, it is the thing we dream about all day long, and it is the last thing we think about before going to bed, then we have turned something allowable into an idol.  

Another way these “allowable things” can lead to temptation is if we don’t have the financial means to afford them, and we develop envy in our hearts for someone that has them.  Unchecked, this envy can lead to covetousness where we don’t want that other person to have the thing, and this can lead to stealing, cheating, and even murder to obtain the thing we desire.  
C. [Advance Slide] Lusts

When it comes to lusts, these are in the red because we are talking about things that you are forbidden to have.  This could be an object that belongs to someone else, or it could even be a person.  If you are currently married, God does not authorize you to have sexual relations with someone else.  
Of the three items we might desire – needs, wants, or lusts, lusts are always wrong because there is something in God’s Word that is prohibiting us obtaining that object or person.  
II. [Advance Slide] Three-Step Process
Now that we have a baseline established around things that we may desire, and how they can potentially lead to the lust of the eyes, let’s take a look at a three-step process to illustrate how the lust of eyes leads from temptation to sin.  We’ll go through the three steps, and review two Biblical examples of this process at work.
1. Advance Slide] We perceive something
The first thing that occurs is we perceive something.  The most obvious way is through our eyes, but I believe that all of our five senses can be at play when it comes to the “lust of the eyes”.  
DISCUSSION: How can the lust of the eyes go beyond things we see?

The mind is ultimately at the center of this temptation.  While the ‘lust of the eyes’ primarily deals with what we see, we also take in details about things from what we hear, smell, feel, and even taste.  It is for this reason blind people can still be tempted with the lust of the eyes even though they cannot actually see the thing they desire.

Let’s take a look at two examples of the “lust of the eyes” in action.    

In Joshua 7, we find the story of Achan who took some things he wasn’t supposed to take when the Israelites conquered Jericho.  As a result of taking those things, God’s anger was roused, and He caused the Israelites to suffer defeat at AI.  In v10, God tells Joshua that ‘Israel has sinned’ by taking some of the stuff they weren’t supposed to take.  Let’s look at Achan’s confession in Joshua 7:19-21 “Now Joshua said to Achan, ‘My son, I beg you, give glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession to Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.’ 20And Achan answered Joshua and said, ‘Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.’”
Let’s look at another example with David and Bathsheba.  2 Samuel 11:1-4 “It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold. 3So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.”

In both of these examples, the two men saw something they weren’t allowed to have.  I am confident that merely seeing the garment, silver and gold in Achan’s case, and seeing the naked woman in David’s case was not sin.  At some point, each of us is going to see things that could become a temptation for us, but it is what we do when we see those things that is going to determine if we are in the yellow on the gauge from a few slides back, or if what we see leads us into the red area.

2. [Advance Slide] We desire it in our heart

In our two examples, both men saw something beautiful that they were not authorized to have, and they desired to have it.  We know God didn’t authorize Achan and David to have these things based on scripture.

In Achan’s case, Joshua told the people in Joshua 6:18-19 “And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 19But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are consecrated to the Lord; they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.”  Achan knew he wasn’t to take the garment for himself, but he was supposed to take the silver and gold and turn it into the treasury.  

In David’s case, he would have known the 10th commandment recorded in Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”  When David heard Bathsheba was Uriah’s wife, he was overstepping his bounds.  

For both men, the things they desired were off limits, but what happens next is where the temptation arose, and where they unfortunately gave in to the temptation. 

In Joshua 7:21, Achan plainly stated he coveted the things.  In 2 Samuel, we do not have an explicit statement about David desiring Bathsheba, but we see in verse three that David went and inquired of the woman.  At some point, David decided in his mind that he wanted to have sex with Bathsheba.
As the picture on the slide shows, a little thought bubble pops up, and we think about how nice something is going to look, how good it is going to taste, how much fun it would be to have it, etc.  At this point, we’ve already crossed over from temptation to sin.

3. [Advance Slide] We take action on what we desire

The third and final step in the process is taking action on what we desire.  We are generally not content with just thinking about something we desire.  Maybe that will tide us over for a while, but eventually, our desire gets the better of us, and we follow-through as Achan and David did.
It is important to note that we do not have to actually take physical action in order for “the lust of the eyes” to turn from temptation into sin.  Notice what Jesus said in Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  Let’s take a look at another example in 1 John 3.  I would certainly hope that none of us here would murder a brother, but what about hating him?  1 John 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”  In both of these cases, we see the action can be internal in our minds, but it is just the same as if we had actually done it from God’s perspective.  Let’s make it clear that this distinction is only in God’s eyes.  There is a distinct difference from a legal standpoint if you think about stealing, think about killing, think about rape, etc. rather than actually carrying out the deed.
III. [Advance Slide] Why are we so susceptible to lust of the eyes
To close out, let’s look at two quick reasons why we are so susceptible to the lust of eyes.

A. [Advance Slide] We are discontented

QUOTE: Adam Clayton Powell said, ““We have produced a world of contented bodies and discontented minds.”
DISCUSSION: Is it safe to say a contented person will not fall to the lust of the eyes temptation?

People that are contented with their spouses and their love life do not need to look for sexual satisfaction from other people or from pornography.  I would dare to say that you can make the same claim for any type of lust of the eyes whether it be a house or a rare collectible item.  If you are content with what you have, Satan is not going to find a way to draw you away from God.

In Philippians 4:11-12 “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.”

Being content with what we have is a lot harder said than done, but I think it is an important first step to resisting the temptation posed by the lust of the eyes.  When we are discontented, we are in pain or some kind of discomfort, and this makes us susceptible to Satan’s tactics.
B. [Advance Slide] Immediate self-gratification
When we are discontented with what we have, giving in to the lust of the eyes brings immediate pleasure.  For a moment, we have the thing we desire.  Of course, we know that the relief from our discontentment is only temporary. We know that it solves nothing long-term, and in fact, often makes things worse. We will feel even worse about ourselves tomorrow. It is a step backward when we've been trying to move forward. We know that somehow, after we've given in, God will seem a little more distant.  

Conclusion:

Today we looked at the lust of the eyes, and how needs and wants are different than true lusts.  We also looked at the three-step process Satan uses to tempt us where we observing something, we desire it in our hearts, and we take action.  Finally, we looked at a couple reasons why we are so susceptible to this temptation.  

Lord willing, next week, we will examine the final category of temptation found in 1 John 2:16, which is the “pride of life”. 
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