Trials and Temptations: Week 9 – Pride of Life
This morning we are going to look at the pride of life, the third area of temptation mentioned in 1 John 2:16.  

[Advance Slide] You may be wondering what this picture of Sodom and Gomorrah has to do with pride.  Typically, when you think of these cities, you think of their sexual depravity, but the interesting thing to me is how God describes these cities in Ezekiel 16:49-50 “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.”  
We will come back to Sodom & Gomorrah in a bit as we explore the pride of life.  Today, we’ll examine:
· How the pride of life develops
· How to recognize pride in our lives
· How the pride of life is linked to the other temptations (lust of the flesh and lust of the eyes)
I. [Advance Slide] How the pride of life develops
There are numerous examples of pride in the Bible, and we are going to look at several, and point out some things we can learn from each example.
A. [Advance Slide] Discontentment
One way the pride of life can develop is by being discontent with what you have.  That’s hard to believe in the cases of Adam and Eve found in Genesis 3, but that is one of the things Satan used when he tempted Eve.  Look at Gen 3:4-6 “Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. 5For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate”
Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden where God provided everything they needed.  Yet, this wasn’t enough for Eve.  Satan tempted her with the fruit stating, ‘you will be like God’.  Normally, wanting to be like God is a good thing in our lives, but in this case, it was not because it showed Eve was discontent with what she had in the garden.  In her mind, we see she reasoned the fruit would ‘make one wise’.  Again, wisdom is not normally a bad thing to pursue, but it came at the cost of breaking the one commandment God gave Adam and Eve, which was not to eat of the fruit.  
DISCUSSION:  How can we tell if our discontentment is a healthy thing to compel us in making a change or if our discontentment is temptation to pride?

Discontentment can be a good thing when it prompts us to get in shape, get a better job, etc., but it can lead to pride when we exalt ourselves above our station wherein we boast in arrogance and worldly wisdom. Discontentment leads to pride when our motivation is the praise of other people.  If this is the main reason for wanting to change, then we need to stop and consider if what we want to change is healthy for us.  
B. [Advance Slide] Abundance
Another thing that can lead to the temptation of pride is abundance.  When we fail to thank God for the things we have, and more importantly give Him the credit, we can start thinking our abundance is a result of our own great actions.  Our abundance can also lead us to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think, which can get us into trouble as we see with the case of King Uzziah.  

2 Chronicles 26:3-5 “Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 4And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 5He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper.”
The last part of verse 5 is a big disclaimer in Uzziah’s success – ‘as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper’.  Verses 6-15 tell of Uzziah’s building fortified cities, digging wells for his livestock, his crops and grapes, his vast army, and the military success he enjoyed.  
Look at 2 Chron 26:16 “But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense.”

DISCUSSION:  How did Uzziah’s pride lead to his transgression?

I think Uzziah was dizzy with success and abundance, and this gave him a false sense of superiority.  Offering incense to God is a good thing when done as God prescribed in the Old Law, but it was wrong when Uzziah tried to do it because he was not authorized.  

I think God even gave King Uzziah a second chance when 80 priests confronted Uziah as we see in 2 Chron 26:17-18 “So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him were eighty priests of the Lord—valiant men. 18And they withstood King Uzziah, and said to him, ’It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the Lord God.’”

If Uzziah had come to his senses, I think he could have walked out of there, but instead he became angry and the rest of the chapter recounts how God struck him with leprosy until he eventually died.
While we are talking about abundance, let’s turn again to Sodom and Gomorrah, and look at Ezekiel 16:49-50 “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50 And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.”  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah had abundance in their lives, and we see they didn’t share with the poor and needy.  Here again, I think abundance of wealth and possession can lead to the pride of life where we don’t want to share with others.  This leads me to my next point where we don’t focus on others, but instead we focus on self.
C. [Advance Slide] Focus on self
Turn with me to Luke 18.  Here we find Jesus teaching the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector.  Luke 18:9-14 “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Some translations make it look like the Pharisee stood by himself and prayed, but I like the way the KJV, NKJV, and a few others translate v11, “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself…”  I think that wording matches the sentiment of this man’s prayer.   Although he was praying to God, he really was praying with himself as he focused on what he believed were all his good qualities that somehow would make him worthy in God’s eyes.  In contrast, we see the tax collector humbly recognized his state and prayed for mercy.  
D. Desire to elevate ourselves

Another way the pride of life can develop is when we desire to elevate ourselves.  While we may not necessarily have the ability and/or desire to be the G.O.A.T – greatest of all time at something, the pride of life can be a temptation for us to elevate ourselves.  Jesus disciples were even subject to this temptation as we see in Luke 22:24 when they got into a dispute as to which of them should be considered the greatest.   

DISCUSSION:  How do we balance wanting to better ourselves with the pride of life?

QUOTE:  I saw a quote recently that stated, “God doesn’t despise greatness, but He does pride.” I don’t think God wants or expects us to be mediocre.  He does expect us to use our success to help other people and always to glorify Him as we see in Col 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  If achieving a better job doesn’t detract us from doing God’s will, then I think God approves of us improving.  
II. [Advance Slide] How to recognize pride in our lives
Now that we have an idea of how the pride of life can develop, let’s take a look at how we can detect this temptation in our lives.
A. [Advance Slide] Checking the “social mirror”

Think about how many times you check the “social mirror” – this is the mirror where you look at yourself, your family, your stuff, and you compare it to your neighbor or your brother and sister. How many times do you compare yourself to someone else on the basis of beauty, material possessions, or prestige? How many times do you feel bad about yourself, or superior to others, based on these things? That’s an indication of Pride.
B. [Advance Slide] Anger and bitterness
Following close on the heels of checking the “social mirror” is anger and bitterness when you compare yourselves to others.  Do you often find yourself angry and bitter that others have more things, have better things, and/or have easier times than you do?  
The older son in Luke’s parable of the Prodigal Son suffered from Pride. His whole life he was obedient to the father, serving and “suffering” in silence while the younger son squandered his father’s wealth. All the while Pride cultivated such anger and bitterness in the older son that he could not rejoice and join the celebration when the father and younger son were reconciled. If you resent God’s acceptance of “sinners,” that’s Pride in your life.
C. [Advance Slide] Falling (often)

How many stupid decisions have you made because you were “flying high” on success? Proverbs 16:18 says pride precedes the fall.  If we are not careful, the temptation to pride can sneak into our lives, and this can lead to our fall.  Paul advises in 1 Cor 10:12 “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 
DISCUSSION:  What are some other ways you can recognize pride creeping into your life?

III. 
[Advance Slide] The Link between Pride and…
Some would say the pride of life is the greatest of the three temptations we’ve studied in 1 John.  Others would see it as a gateway into the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes.  For a brief time, let’s consider how these temptations are related.
A. [Advance Slide] …lust of the flesh

DISCUSSION:  How is the pride of life linked to the lust of the flesh?

As we discussed earlier, one aspect of the pride of life is focusing on ourselves.  Satan would like our focus to be entirely upon ourselves, but he will use whatever we give him.  If we try to please God and ourselves, one of them is eventually going to win out as we see in Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
We may have the best intentions to worship God while also pleasing ourselves just a little bit; however, before we know it, God has taken a backseat and our own sinful desires become our focus.  Satan uses the pride of life to get you to rationalize with yourself with phrases like, “You deserve it…”, “Just one won’t hurt…”, “Treat yourself…”, etc.  

B. [Advance Slide] …lust of the eyes

DISCUSSION:  How is the pride of life linked to the lust of the eyes?

I tried to give you a hint by selecting the pictures on the slide.  All of these pictures have to deal to with collections.  It is amazing how much time and money people can spend collecting things like stamps, guns, toys, and even razors!
The pride of life can kick in with the lust of the eyes and get us to purchase things we don’t need and sometimes things we cannot afford.  The pride of life also kicks in when we attempt to elevate ourselves based on our collections compared to other people.  Just because someone is fortunate enough to put together a rare collection of items that doesn’t make that person any better than someone who doesn’t have all of those things.

Jesus pointed out in Luke 12:15 “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”  Jesus knows the dangers of covetousness, and this is another area where the pride of life is closely tied to the lust of the eyes.  We talked about the social mirror earlier and how this can lead to comparing ourselves to others.  The pride of life can also stir up anger and bitterness when we find ourselves lacking things other people possess.  

Conclusion:

In closing, we’ve looked at how the pride of life develops, some ways we can detect it in our lives, and how the pride of life is connected to the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes.  

[Advance Slide] Lord willing, next week’s lesson will focus on how we can recognize the temptation(s) that give us the most problems.  
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