Week One: Why It Matters What You Believe
We are starting a series of lessons, “Why it matters what you believe.”  I got this idea from talking with our own Derek Hutson.  His dad, Cecil, is a preacher for the church of Christ in Katy, Texas, and he put together a lengthy sermon series on this theme exploring a variety of topics.  Today we are going to talk in a general sense about why it matters what we believe.  
If you’ve ever listened to Rush Limbaugh on a Friday, you know that it is open-line Friday where the callers get to pick the topic.  Rush says he does this at great personal risk to himself, and I’m going to take the same risk with you this morning.  I am going to hand out a ballot, and you get to pick what we study over the rest of the quarter.  You are welcome to vote on any of the topics that Cecil already put together a lesson on, or you are can include any write-in topics that you want to explore.  So, look over the list and if you can think of something you want to study that isn’t on there please let me know and we’ll write it on the board.  If you don’t want to shout it out, you are welcome to write it in on your ballot also, but the likelihood of it getting enough votes is rather small if people don’t know about the topic.
Intro
Let’s get started with a rhetorical question, “Does it matter what you believe about an unloaded Daisy BB gun?“
First off, it’s a BB-gun, right?  If you’ve seen the movie, “A Christmas Story”, you know that “you can shoot your eye out” with one of those, but nobody actually died from a BB gun, right?
Secondly, it’s an unloaded BB-gun.  An unloaded BB-gun can’t hurt anyone right?

Let me tell you a story.  A group of kids were at their grandma’s house and they were playing with several unloaded BB and pellet guns.  At some point during the day, a family member loaded up the Daisy Powerline 880 pneumatic air rifle that can shoot BBs or pellets.  The kids returned to the kitchen, and a 16-year-old boy, believing the gun was unloaded, pointed it at an 11 year-old’s chest and pulled the trigger.  The BB exited the muzzle at an estimated 750 feet per second, pierced the boy’s chest between his ribs, and entered his heart.  He died an hour later.
I’d like to tell you this was just a make believe story, but it is real.  It happened on March 14, 2010 in Kentucky.  Dallas Barnes died in a tragic and rare accident because of what someone believed.  Someone believed it was OK to play with a BB gun in that manner, and someone believed it was unloaded.  
Some people may try and tell you it doesn’t what you believe, but at times, it really does matter what you believe.  What you believe can impact your behavior, your attitude, your choices, and your future.  

This morning we will look at

· Three Old Testament examples of why it mattered what someone believed

· New Testament Scriptures regarding our beliefs
· How we develop our beliefs

I. Biblical Examples of why it matters what you believe
A. Genesis 3:1-6
Background – Eve knew what God had said, but she believed Satan and she reasoned to herself the fruit was suitable to eat, it looked good, and it would make her wise.

Consequences – Gen 3:16-19
If we believe in the wrong thing, it can have consequences in our lives.
Discussion:  What kind of things can we mistakenly believe in today that can have dire consequences in our lives?

· There are multiple ways to get to Heaven

· Doing more good than evil is enough to get us to Heaven.

· God wants us to be happy, so it is OK to do things our way.

B. Genesis 37:32-35
Here we find the lie told by Jacob’s 11 sons about the supposed death of Joseph by a wild animal.

Illustration: On July 18, 2010 Abby Guerra and her best friend Marlena Cantu along with three friends were driving back from a day together at Disneyland in Southern California.  The right rear tire of the SUV blew a tire and the vehicle flipped.  
Officials announced that Abby died at the scene while Marlena was rushed to the hospital with severe head trauma and extreme facial injuries.  For a week, Abby’s family prepared for her funeral and was dealing with their loss.  At the same time, Marlena’s family was at her bedside praying for her recovery, encouraged with each day that she clung to life.  

Medical examiners struggling through a heavy case load finally got to Abby’s case, and they discovered a mistake.  Abby was really alive in the hospital and Marlena was the young girl that had died in the car wreck.

As we can see in the example of Joseph and with this story, what we believe to be true greatly impacts our behavior and actions.

C. I Kings 13
Background (vv1-7) – A man of God from Judah prophesied about the coming of Josiah, and he said as a sign the altar in Bethel would crack and spill its ashes.  When King Jeroboam heard about this, he stretched out his hand and said, “Arrest him!”  When he did, his hand immediately withered, the altar broken, and the ashes spilled out.  The king then begged the prophet to entreat with God for him to cure his hand, and he did.  
The king wants to reward the prophet and invite him home for dinner.  The prophet refused.

Read vv I Kings 13:8-9
vv11-14 Word got out about this episode and an “old prophet” rode out to find this man of God.  

Read vv I Kings 13:15-19
Discussion:  Where did the young prophet go wrong in this story?

He took the old prophet’s word in place of God’s word and didn’t inquire of God.  

D. II Kings 5
Background (vv 1-8)  This is the familiar story of Naaman, who was a mighty man of valor, the commander of the Syrian army, and a leper.  Through a captive Israelite servant girl, she urges him to seek out Elisha for healing.  He does so, and look at the response.

Read vv 9-12

Discussion:  What lesson can we learn from Naaman’s assumptions and his reaction?

People are like Naaman today. They presume that as long as they are sincere in what they think, what they feel, what they believe to be right, that God will save them.  We can no more be saved from our sins by our own volition than Naaman was cleansed of his leprosy.  
We have access to God’s grace, but it does require obedience to His word.  Just as Naaman couldn’t dip one time, two times, or in a different river, we cannot obey God however we want.  We need to follow after the things he’s prescribed to us in the New Testament.
II. New Testament Scriptures regarding our beliefs
A. God wants us to give a answer for what we believe in

Read I Peter 3:15
Discussion:  What do you think it means to “give a defense”?

B. Knowing what you believe is important to protect you from false teachers

QUOTE: Alexander Hamilton once said, “Those Who Stand For Nothing, Fall For Anything”

A more recent adaption of this saying is found in Arron Tippin’s Country song, “You've got to stand for something or you'll fall for anything.”

If you don’t know what God’s word says on a specific topic, you are subject to being led away by false teachers.
Read 2 Peter 2:1-3
Read I John 4:1
Discussion:  How do we try the sprits?

Galatians 1:6-10 – Compare what they are teaching to the Bible
2 John 7-10 – What do they say about Christ?  

Jude 11 – Look at their lives.  A false teacher can be known by his pride (Cain’s rejection of God’s plan), greed (Balaam’s prophesying for money), and rebellion (Korah’s promotion of himself over Moses).
III. How we develop beliefs
A. Growing up
I’m by no means a psychologist, so please take what I say hear with a grain of salt.  From my own experience, and a little research I did online, it seems children develop a lot their beliefs from how they grow up.  
At a very early age, children blindly accept whatever their parents tell them.  As they get older, they will start to test some of the things their parents tell them as they form their own beliefs.  

Supposedly, by age 21, a person has formed the core of their beliefs, and it will take a significant life event or a lot of counseling to change what a person believes from that point on.  

B. Discussing beliefs with others

For better or worse, I think we also tend to develop beliefs by bouncing them off other people and seeing what they have to think.

C. Looking at the entire word of God

When we are developing our beliefs around a specific topic, I think we need to take the entire Word of God into consideration, giving more weight to the New Testament.  
Command, example, and necessary inference (CENI).

First, there are explicit commands ("Repent and be baptized..."). Second, there are examples / approved precedents ("Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church"). Third, there are necessary inferences ("On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made."
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