Week 12: Why It Matters what you Believe – Musical Worship
Preparation:
Burn some incense, light some candles, put on a robe, and display a picture showing communion with some meat.
I. Where does authority come from?

In Matthew 21:23-27, the chief priests and elders questioned Jesus’ authority.  “Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “’By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?’ But Jesus answered and said to them, ‘I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things:  The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from men?’ And they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet. ’So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.’ And He said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.’”

· When we baptize one into Jesus, what authority do we have?

· When we take the Lord's Supper, what authority do we have?

· When we collect or spend money, what authority do we have?

· If we use instrumental music, what authority do we have?

We should be able to give book, chapter, and verse in God's Word to establish the authority for anything we are doing in our worship to God because our authority either comes from God or comes from men.

II. What the New Testament doesn’t say

A. When you look through the New Testament, it doesn’t explicitly prohibit us from burning incense, lighting candles, wearing robes, adding peppermints to the communion table, or adding instrumental music to 

· Incense - Mal 1:11 (NKJV) “For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My name shall be great among the nations, Says the LORD of hosts.”

· Candles - Psa 18:28 (KJV) “For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.”

· Robes – Rev 22:14 (ESV) “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.”

· Communion Mat 23:23 (NIV) “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”   We could provide some peppermints with communion as a reminder that we shouldn’t focus on inconsequential things, but focus on the important things.

· Instrumental music 1 Chron 15:16 (NKJV) “Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy.”

DISCUSSION:  What do all of these things have in common?

We can find some kind of Scriptural verses (some more firm than others) for all of these things, but we cannot find scriptural command or example that any of these things are to be used in worship to God.  

B. How we can err:

Creating our own commandments  

Matt 15:9 “And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”

If the Bible is silent on a topic, we need to be very careful that we don’t create our own rules, laws, commandments prescribing how things are to be done in the worship, and especially things required for salvation.

Creating our own requirements 

Mark 16:15 “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
Jesus didn’t specify how they were to go, but if we add our own requirements (e.g., they must go on foot, by boat, by plane, by donkey), and we make this binding, then we are dishonoring God’s command and augmenting it with human desires.

C. Mottos

There was a time in the churches of Christ and the Reformation Movement when the motto “Speak where the Bible speaks, and be silent where the Bible is silent” was very popular.  The idea sounds good, but I don’t think it provides clear enough guidance on how we are to respond when the Bible is silent on a subject.  

QUOTE:  “We practice that which the Bible authorizes and decline to practice that which the Bible does not authorize” 
I like the wording of G.C. Brewer, an old church of Christ preacher from the early 1900’s.  

III. What the New Testament does say about musical worship
A. We are to sing and make melody in our hearts

Eph 5:19 “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”

DISCUSSION:  What do you think it means to “make melody in your hearts”?
I think this directly touches on our involvement in singing.  It needs to be more than just going through the motions.  We need to read the words, take them into our hearts.

B. We are to teach and admonish by signing with grace in our hearts

Col 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

DISCUSSION:  Why can’t we carry out these commands with instruments?
We cannot use an instrument to teach or admonish through song.  It requires words to accomplish these actions.

C. We are to praise God in Song 

Heb 13:15 “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

I like this verse because it clearly specifies how we are to offer the sacrifice of praise to God – with the fruit of our lips

D. We are to sing when cheerful

Jam 5:13 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.”

E. In summary, we are told…

· to sing

· what to sing: psalms, hymns and spiritual songs

· how to sing: in our heart and with grace

· why to sing: teach, admonish, praise God, give thanks, and express cheer

There is no mention of instruments
IV. Why it matters what you believe

A. Aids versus Additions
DISCUSSION:  Are pitch pipes OK to use?

While researching this topic, I came across a book titled Richland Hills & Instrumental Music: A Plea to Reconsider by Dr. Dave Miller.  The Hills Church of Christ, formerly Richland Hills Church of Christ, is a large church in the DFW area, and in December 2006 they chose to start including instrumental music in their worship.  One of the things that Dr. Miller touched on was the use of a pitch pipe, and he equated this to an aid in singing just like Noah most likely used a hammer, pegs, and an axe in building the ark, and how we use cups, trays, and attendants in communion.  Dr. Miller states these kinds of aids are allowed, but if we change the substance of God’s command, which he believes music does, then we are going where God has not authorized us to go.
B. God’s silence is intentional
When God is silent on a matter, it is not accidental but intentional. This can be deduced from II Peter 1:3 and Jude 3. Since God has given to us "all things that pertain to life and godliness," then there is nothing of value that He has neglected to share. This truth cannot be overstated. "The faith" has been delivered once for all time. This implies that God has nothing more to reveal to us, and the things He did reveal are precisely what He wanted to reveal. God didn't forget anything in His word; His silence on certain matters is intentional!
2 Peter 1:2-3 “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue…”

Jude 1:3 “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”

C. Bible silence does not grant permission

In Leviticus 10:1,2 "Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censor and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD." Nowhere had God specifically forbidden the priests from doing what Nadab and Abihu did. However, He had given instructions for them to follow. The fact that they went beyond those instructions (thinking it wasn't a "big deal," no doubt) and God punished them severely is significant. God's silence is not permissive, and God may punish those who do not restrict their actions to that which He has revealed.
In Numbers 20:8 God commanded Moses to speak to the rock before the people and it would bring forth water. However, Moses, in prideful anger, struck the rock twice with his rod. Intriguingly, God had explicitly authorized a rock to be struck previously in order to bring forth water (e.g., Exo. 17:6). Nevertheless, on this occasion God's expectation was clear and He had given different instructions. There is a difference between speaking to a rock and striking it and Moses understood the difference. There is no record of God forbidding the rock to be struck in Numbers 20, yet Moses was punished significantly for his presumptuous behavior (not being allowed to enter into the Promised Land). God's silence is not permissive, and God may punish those who do not restrict their actions to that which He has revealed.
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