Week 13: Why It Matters what you Believe – Holiness
We are continuing our study in Why it matters what you believe, and today we are going to look at holiness.
· Pictures  of holiness

· Holiness issues – Cussing and Living together

· Why it matters what you believe about holiness
I. Pictures of Holiness

We are going to look at five pictures, and as I describe each one, I want you to keep in your mind the word "holy."

A. Natural Holiness
Holiness in the Garden of Eden was a given. It was the S.O.P. of life in that beautiful place. There was no need to maintain a separated position from sin because there was no sin. Adam and Eve were innocent. Holiness was their way of life and because of it, they walked in the closest fellowship with God that mankind has ever known.
God could have chosen to leave things like this, but he introduced a choice of good and evil, and we all know the direction man took.  God wants holiness that is genuine, not holiness as a result of there being no other choice.
B. Terrifying Holiness
This picture comes from Exodus 19.  The unholy gap between God and man had widened by the time the mountain picture was taken.  You might at first say that Sinai was a picture of God’s holiness, and, in a certain sense, it was. But when you consider it further, you realize that it was really intended to be a picture of man’s extreme unholiness.

DISCUSSION:  Why do you think God gave the 10 commandments to his people?

Paul in Romans 7:7-12 indicates the law had multiple purposes.  First it exposed what was wrong.  Second it produces a desire in us to do wrong.  The third purpose of the law is to kill you.   People today often mistakenly believe that if they can understand and keep God’s laws, they will be holy. The mountain and its subsequent history shows us that, without help from God, man can never be holy!

C. Awesome Holiness
As Isaiah watched in his vision, described in Isaiah 6:1-5, he was overwhelmed by the awesome holiness of God. The temple. The train of His robe. The seraphim, the smoke, and the shaking. Then, amid this awesome display of purity, with the words "Holy, Holy, Holy" reverberating and shaking the walls so hard that the door sockets were coming loose, he suddenly remembered his own sinfulness. He responded with the only words a human can have when he or she fully understands the vast difference between the holy nature of God and his or her own sinful nature:

"Woe is me, for I am ruined!"  Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips. For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’

D. Contrived Holiness
Jesus called the Pharisees whitewashed tombs and dirty dishes that were only clean on the outside. 

The problem with a lot of well-intentioned attempts at "holiness" today is that they usually amount to a contrivance of rules designed by their originator to keep us holy. This is often expressed in a written or unwritten "lists" against which we may compare our lives or, more commonly, compare the lives of others. Those who consider themselves the most "holy" set themselves up as wary watchdogs over all the others.

E. Inviting Holiness
Someone might be inclined to ask where the holiness is in the picture of Jesus letting a sinful woman (probably a prostitute) anoint His feet.  This story comes from Luke 7:36-50. "I thought holiness meant separation from sin! What’s He doing letting this woman, a notorious sinner, touch Him?" That’s what the dinner guests were saying among themselves. 

DISCUSSION: Which picture most clearly conveys the idea of holiness to you, and why?

DISCUSSION: Which conveys the idea of holiness least effectively to you, and why?

DISCUSSION: If you used the word "ugly," which picture would you attach it to?

DISCUSSION: If you used the word "beautiful," which picture would you attach it to? 

F. A closer look at Jesus’ holiness

Just in case you don’t see the holiness in the last picture, let me show it to you. It’s in Jesus and this sinful woman.

Perhaps you thought the clearest picture of holiness was the first one in Garden or the one of the God in His temple. Think again. Everything about Jesus was and is holy.

· He was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

· He was called "the Holy Offspring" by the angel Gabriel.

· His presence on earth was foretold by holy prophets.

· As the firstborn of God he was "holy to the Lord."

· His Sonship was validated by the Holy Spirit (in the form of a dove.)

· Early on he was recognized even by the demons as "the Holy One of God."

· He was said to be "full of the Holy Spirit."

· David foretold his coming as God’s "Holy One."

· He was called by Peter "the Holy and Righteous One."

· The early Christians called Him God’s "holy servant Jesus."

God on the mountain. God in His throne room. Jesus touching a sinful woman? Why do they look so different?

The answer is that people in the Old Testament didn’t fully understand God. They weren’t ready for it yet, back then. It had to wait until the "fullness of time." (Galatians 4:4) As John put it in John 1:18: "No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him." That implies that He hadn’t been fully "explained" before.

Folks, that is our Holy God in the picture, touching the sinful woman - the same God who caused the mountain to quake and the temple to shake and fill with smoke! That is God reaching out to touch the contrite heart of this sinful woman. That is what God the Father has wanted to do all along. It was there among the Old Testament people, too. They just didn’t see it because of their stubbornness. Jesus words show it as He wept over Jerusalem in Matthew 23:37: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling."

DISCUSSION:  Was the woman ‘holy’ at the beginning of this story?
She absolutely was not holy – but neither were any of the others in the room that day, except Jesus. Not one of them, in spite of their pretensions and inflated pronouncements and self-assessments, should have been in the company of a Holy God! And the woman, yes, she was unholy, too – when she came in. But she was holy when she left the room that day because Jesus forgave her. 

We read in 1 Chronicles 16:29, "Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness."  It’s a beautiful thing! At least it is supposed to be. In the garden, it was natural, but taken for granted and therefore, too short-lived. At the mountain it was terrifying. In the throne room that Isaiah saw, it was awesome and painfully revealing.  In Jesus, though, holiness is beautiful. It’s attractive. That’s what made Jesus so attractive to so many people!

The greatest thing we can do for ourselves and the rebellious, unholy world around us, is to lift up Jesus, not only in our teaching, but in our lives. A clear picture of Him, alive in us and showing in the way we live with God and our neighbor is what the world needs today.
II. Holiness issues
When we took a vote on possible topics for this class, we had write-ins for cussing and living together.  They only got a few votes, but I thought I would work them in with our lesson on holiness because I think they tie in very well together.
A. Cussing
DISCUSSION:  Why do you think people cuss?

Shock, anger, disrespect, don’t know any better, habit, verbal filler.  There are many reasons, but I think Jesus sums it up the best. 
I really debated on how to start this topic off.  I thought about a story from my Marine Corps days, I thought about listening to a foul mouth older woman as I was walking through the parking lot at Home Depot recently.  I thought about Melissa Leo’s inability to make an acceptance speech at the Oscar’s without dropping an F-bomb.  Finally I decided to turn to the words of Jesus in Matt 5:17-20a where he makes it clear that what comes out of ours mouths is a reflection of what is in our hearts “Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man” 
As I was doing some research on this topic, I found a few sites that pointed out the Bible doesn’t contain a list of explicit words and phrases that are considered profane.  One site even went on to say the Bible doesn’t forbid profanity.  It is true, you cannot find a list of taboo words, but you can find explicit language that says we are not to take the Lord’s name in vain.  I think that covers a bunch of profane terms right there whenever you use God or Jesus in some kind of non-Biblical/praiseworthy way.

Eph 4:29a “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth…
The word rendered "corrupt" (σαπρὸς sapros) means bad, decayed, rotten, and is applied to putrid vegetable or animal substances.  

Eph 5:3-4 “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.”

Depending on your translation, the term “filthiness” in verse 4 can be translated obscenity, dirty stories, or vulgar speech.  The later part of the verse deals with coarse jesting, and other translations put in obscene or dirty jokes.
The kind of language we are to use is mentioned in Eph 4:29b “…but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.”
Col 4:6 “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.”

Biblical thought, however, the word salt is often associated with resistance to corruption, or preservation of purity and retention of flavor.

B. Living Together

Living together, shacking up, cohabiting – we are talking about a man and woman that are not related living under the same roof.  There are two possible scenarios, one is clearly wrong, and the other is in the gray area.  
Scenario 1 – In this scenario, the man and woman are involved in premarital sex.  Regardless if they have plans to get married, they are monogamous, they are in love, the Bible clearly indicates that this type of situation is wrong.  Heb 13:4; 1 Cor 6:18

Scenario 2 – In this scenario, the man and woman are not having premarital sex.  They are simply living together for convenience sake, financial reasons, etc.  The Bible does not clearly condemn this type of behavior, but it does include some warnings that would be good to consider.

Warnings

Make no provisions for the flesh – Rom 13:13-14 “Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”
Living together with a member of the opposite sex, especially one that you are attracted to, is going to result in situations that expose you to temptation.  It could be something accidental like seeing the other person undressing, or it could be something much more blatant as getting amorous and then only being a few steps away from a bedroom.
Flee sexual immorality – I Cor 6:18 “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”
Rather than submitting yourself to constant temptation of living with someone of the opposite sex, Pauls’ advice is to flee sexual immorality.  
Don’t open the door to speculation – Eph 5:3 “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints”

DISCUSSION:  When a man and woman live together, what does everyone assume?

The problem with two people living together is that everyone assumes they are also having sex.  Shame on everyone else for thinking this way, but you would have to say that it would be very uncommon for a couple to live together, but choose not to have sex.  Even though living in the same house is not sinful in and of itself, the appearance of sin is there. The Bible tells us to avoid the appearance of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22; Ephesians 5:3)
III. Why it matters what you believe about holiness
A. Being holy means being different from the world
I Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light”
Rom 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

B. You have a choice 

ILLUSTRATION: General Taylor, cussing was a choice. 
C. If you aren’t sure
1 Cor 6:20 “For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

1 Cor 10:31 “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
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