Week 13: Why It Matters what you Believe – Evangelism
Sunday, May 26, 2002 was a typical Memorial Day weekend.  People were busy traveling across Oklahoma on Interstate 40, and they came to a bridge that crosses the Arkansas River.  
Down below on the Arkansas River, there was a bass tournament underway.  Among the participants, where Kirk Washburn and Alton Wilhoit who were fishing together in a boat as well as Randy Graham and Norman Barton who were in another boat.  Also on the river was a barge lumbering along at 5 MPH.  The pilot had 30 years experience and had logged untold hours on the river.  At 7:48 AM, he suffered a blackout, and without a pilot, the barge slammed into a bridge support pylon.  The collision was so severe, it caused a 580-foot span of the bridge to give way and fall into the swift moving river.  
Up above, cars and 18-wheelers were traveling along at 70+ MPH not aware the bridge had given way.  Kirk and Alton watched, horrified as cars and 18-wheelers plunged off the bridge.  
I told you this story because I wanted to use it as an illustration as we talk about our final class of the quarter.  We are studying, “What it matters what you believe” and this morning we are going to talk about evangelism, we will look at:
· The Bridge is Truly Out
· What Can You Do?
· What is Holding You Back?
I. The Bridge is Truly Out
In the introduction story, people took it for granted the bridge they crossed would actually be intact and they would make it safely across to the other side.  I’m sure some of the 14 people that died had no idea the bridge had given out - one moment, they were speeding along at 70+ MPH and in the next, and they plunged 62 feet into the water below where they died on impact or drowned.  

Don’t you think there might have been others that saw the bridge give out and attempted to hit their brakes only to skid helplessly off the edge?    
Regardless of how it happened, 14 people lost their lives because the bridge was truly out that morning.  Every day, an estimated 153,000 people pass away.  The spiritual application for us this morning is we need to realize the bridge is truly out for those outside of Christ.  

The scripture clearly tells us the unrighteous are not going to Heaven as found in 1 Cor 6:9-10 “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

Being a good person is not enough, it takes belief in Jesus as mentioned in John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

The scripture also tells us that many who claim to be “religious” or “spiritual” are going to find out all too late that the bridge is out for them also as we read in Matt 7:21-23.  “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?  and in thy name have cast out devils?  and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

II. What Can You Do?
I remember seeing the news story on the TV about the bridge collapsing, but one aspect of the story I never knew until I put this lesson together was the heroic actions of Kirk, Alton, Randy, and Norman.  

Can you imagine what it must have been like to be an eyewitness to the barge crashing into the pylon, seeing the bridge give way, and watching cars and 18-wheelers plunge off the bridge while other vehicles were speeding along at 70+ MPH?  Can you imagine how helpless you would feel?  The spiritual application for us this morning is what can you do?  

A. Shoot the Flare
B. ILLUSTRATION:  I mentioned the heroic actions of the four men that were fishing from their boats and witnessed the accident.  Alton in particular didn’t feel helpless that morning.  In an attempt to warn the unsuspecting drivers above, Alton grabbed a flare gun and aimed it at an oncoming 18-wheeler.  Some would say he was an amazing shot, some would say he was just lucky, and others would say it was a miracle.  Alton’s flare struck the windshield of an oncoming 18-wheeler, and the driver was so shocked by the impact that he locked up his brakes.  His rig came to a screeching halt with his two front tires over the edge of bridge.  Cars behind him saw his brake lights and skidding truck and they came to stop.
DISCUSSION:  How can we “shoot the flare” so to speak in our personal evangelism efforts?
I Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”
B. Rescue the Drowning

In addition to alerting traffic above, Kirk and Alton rescued a truck driver that had plunged off the bridge.  They weren’t the only heroes that day because Randy and Norman also managed to rescue a driver that survived the fall.

DISCUSSION:  How do you think we can “rescue the drowning” in our personal evangelism efforts?
I think Paul had the right idea in Gal 6:9-10 “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”

C. Be an example
ILLUSTRATION:  There is the story of the man who came down from the North Carolina mountains.  He was all dressed up and carrying his Bible.  A friend saw him and asked, "Elias, what's happening?  Where are you going all dressed up like that?" Elias said, "I've been hearing about New Orleans.  I hear that there is a lot of free-runnin' liquor and a lot of gamblin' and a lot of real good naughty shows." The friend looked him over and said, "But Elias, why are you carrying your Bible under your arm?" And Elias replied, "Well, if it's as good as they say it is, I might stay over until Sunday."
When we set a bad example, people call us hypocrites.  On the flip side of the coin, I think one of the quiet ways that we can evangelize is by simply being an example of what it is to be a Christian.   
Paul instructed Timothy to be an example to the believers, but I think it is just as important for all of us to be examples to the unbelievers.  1 Tim 4:12 “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”

Being an example is so important, that Peter urged wives to be submissive to their unbelieving husbands that through their conduct these men could be brought to Christ.  1 Peter 3:1-2 “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.”

III. What is Holding you Back?
Sunday, May 26, 2002 is a day that many families will never forget because they lost loved ones.  For others like Kirk, Alton, Randy, and Norman, it is a day they will remember because they managed to save people’s lives.  If you and I were in those boats, I’d like to think we would had the presence of mind to take similar actions or at the very least we would help those emerged in the water from their vehicles.  
DISCUSSION:  Why do you think we don’t take the same sense of urgency when it comes to those that are drowning spiritually?

I don’t think we see someone drowning in water the same way we see someone drowning in sin.  In the case of spiritual drowning, our society encourages us to mind our own business.  
DISCUSSION:  Some of us in the room, myself included, don’t feel comfortable with the topic of personal evangelism.  What are some reasons people cite for not telling others about God?

· Lack of opportunity – we don’t have much, if any, interaction with unbelievers on any kind of personal level

· Lack of time – in the Wednesday night class, we talked a little bit about living our life in compartments.  People are busy with work, school, kids’ activities, all forms of recreation, etc. and we open our Christian compartment up on Sunday morning and possibly Sunday night and/or Wednesday night.  The rest of the time, we put it back in its compartment and deal with everything else.

· Fear or rejection – nobody likes to be rejected.  When we share the Lord with someone, there is a strong likelihood they may not respond immediately, if ever, to your words.  This can dissuade you from trying at all.

· Fear of reprisal – we may fear that talking about religion at work, school, or somewhere else will adversely affect our standing.  That is a possibility, but it is something Jesus calls us to do to endure persecution for His namesake. 
DISCUSSION:  Can I get some honest feedback on Friend’s Day?  Do you think this is a good use of our time?  Are you tired of hearing about it every week?  Do you think we could do something to make it better?  
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