Week Two: Why It Matters What You Believe About the Bible
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Does anyone recognize the Bible verse I put on the board?  It is Genesis 1:1.  The original Hebrew writings didn’t include vowels, and it wasn’t until around the 6th or 7th centuries AD that writers starting including vowels.
Before we can begin any in-depth study of what we believe, I think it is important to examine what we believe about the Bible.  Is it really the Word of the living God?  Is it the final authority for my faith?  How can we be certain it hasn’t changed?
· How We Got the Bible

· Three supporting evidences to show the Bible is True

· Sola Scriptura
I. How We Got the Bible

A. Clearing up some misconceptions

1. God didn’t deliver a finished copy of either the Old or New Testaments – Unlike the original 10 commandments, God didn’t deliver the complete Bible as we know it today.  It was written over an estimated 1,600 years.
2. We don’t have an original copy of the Old or New Testament – We’ll discuss this in more detail in just a bit, but we should make it clear that we don’t have original copies of the bible.  We have a copy that was copied who knows how many times.
3. The Bible wasn’t written by one person – At least 40 different authors are recognized
4. The Bible wasn’t written in English – three different languages (Hebrew, Aramiac, and Greek) 
5. The Bible wasn’t split up into chapters and verses – Stephen Langton, a professor at the University of Paris, split the Bible up into chapters in 1227.  Later, Robert Stephanus, a Paris printer, added verses between 1551 and 1555.
B. Importance of Scribes
The earliest complete copies of the Old Testament date back to the 10th Century, and the oldest New Testament manuscripts to the Second Century.  So, how can be sure they didn’t get changed on purpose or by accident over the years?  We can thank the scribes mentioned in I Chron 2:55.  It was their unique duty to create copies of the original writings, and they were fanatical in their precision.

Example of rules:
1. The parchment must be made from the skin of clean animals; must be prepared by a Jew only, and the skins must be fastened together by strings taken from clean animals.

2. Each column must have no less than 48 nor more than 60 lines.

3. The ink must be of no other color than black, and it must be prepared according to a special recipe.

4. No word nor letter could be written from memory; the scribe must have an authentic copy before him, and he must read and pronounce aloud each word before writing it.

In How We Got the Bible, Neil R. Lightfoot mentions the Massoretes, who flourished between 500 and 1,000 AD, and how they would count and number just about anything they could in the original text.  They calculated the middle letter, word, and verse of the original five books of the Old Testament, the middle verse of Psalms, the middle verse of the Hebrew Bible.  This allowed them to check the accuracy of their work before they distributed it for use.

C. Canon
A Biblical ‘canon’ is a collection of books that a religious group decided is authoritative for their belief system.
1. The Old Testament

Luke 24:44 – Jesus speaks of the things that are “written” in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms (Writings).  These are the same divisions using in the original Hebrew Bible.  

Josephus was a Jew that lived in the 1st century, and in his writings, he claims the Canon of the Old Testament was already established based on the scribes strict adherence to exactly copying the Word of God.  

Luke 11:51 – Jesus mentions the first and last martyrs found in the Hebrew Bible (Abel in Genesis and Zechariah in 2 Chronicles).  In the Hebrew Bible, Chronicles is the last book.

The Hebrew Bible only had 22 or 24 books (depending on how you divide them), but it maps to the 39 we recognize today in the Modern Bible.   The Catholics have 7 extra books they call the Deuterocanonical books. The word deuterocanonical comes from the Greek meaning 'belonging to the second canon'.  Protestants call these books the “Apocrypha”, which means “hidden”.  Fragments of three of these extra books were found in the Dead Sea Scrolls.
The interesting thing about these “extra” books is that Jerome, a Catholic priest who first translated the original Hebrew Bible into Latin starting in 390 A.D., stated these books were not in the Hebrew canon, and they are not inspired; however, his boss, Pope Damasus, said they were inspired.  Two other interesting points on these extra books is that there are no New Testament references by Jesus or any His Apostles that reference these writings, but they do quote nearly every book in the Hebrew OT.
	Hebrew (22 or 24 books)
	Modern Bible (39 books)
	Catholic Bible (46 books)

	The Law (5)
· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

The Prophets (8)
· Joshua, Judges (Ruth), Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah (Lamentations), Ezekiel, 12 Minor Prophets

The Writings (9 or 11)

· Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, (Ruth), (Lamentations), Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles
	Pentateuch (5)
· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Historical Books (12)

· Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

Wisdom Books (5)

· Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

Major Prophets (5)

· Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel

Minor Prophets (12)

· Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
	Pentateuch (5)
· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Historical Books (16)

· Same as modern Bible plus  Tobit, Judith, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees

Wisdom Books (7)

· Same as modern Bible plus Wisdom, Sirach

Major Prophets (6)

· Same as modern Bible plus Baruch

Minor Prophets (12)

· Same as modern Bible


2. The New Testament

In the middle of the 2nd Century, Justin Martyr, stated on Sundays in the Christian worship assemblies, the “memoirs of the Apostles” were read together with the “writing of the prophets”.  
Over the centuries, three tests of “canonicity” came about to validate books that are in our New Testament

1. Apostle wrote it, or was associated with the work (as in the case of Mark, Hebrews) – 

a. James, and Jude where half-brothers of Christ

2. Writing could not contradict or disagree with previous Scripture

3. Writing had to have general consensus by the church as an inspired book

When various church councils (Catholic) met, they didn’t vote for the canonicity of a book, but rather recognized what God had inspired met the tests.  The 27 books of the NT are universally accepted since at least 350 AD.
A variety of men recognized the New Testament cannon of books including Polycarp (115 AD), Ignatius (115 AD), Justin Martyr (100-165 AD), Irenaeus (180 AD), Clement of Alexandria (200 AD), Athanasius of Alexandria (AD 367), Jerome (390 – 405) and Augustine.  

II. Supporting evidences the Bible is true

a. Prophecy
DISCUSSON: Do you think prophecy is a good way to show the Bible is true?
One estimate I saw indicated the Bible contains over 1,000 prophecies, many of which have already been fulfilled and verified through secular history.  I don’t know if that number is true, but let me give you some examples.
Tyre - Ezekiel 26
	Other nations are to participate in the fulfillment of the prophecy (vs. 3).
	Following the Babylonian period, Tyre remained in subjection to Persia from 538-332 B.C. Alexander the Great besieged and captured the port in 332 B.C., and Ptolemies, Seleucids, Romans, and Muslim Arabs all had their turn at rule.

	The city is to be flattened, like the top of a rock (vss. 4,14).
	Alexander was stymied by Tyre’s natural moat. The brilliant Macedonian was not so quick to give up, however. He used the building materials of the mainland city, and any other rocks and soil in the immediate vicinity, to build a causeway to the island.

	It is to become a place for the spreading of nets (vss. 5,14).
	The waters around Tyre were renowned in ancient times for their fishing (Liverani, 1988, 5:932). This was all the fame the city could claim after its complete decimation by Alexander.

	Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon shall destroy the mainland (vv7-8).
	Nebuchadnezzar II laid siege to Tyre for thirteen years beginning in 585-586 B.C.

	Its stones and timbers are to be laid in the sea (v12)
	The building of the causeway came from the remains of the mainland city

	Other cities are to fear greatly at the fall of Tyre (vss. 15-18)
	Many fortified cities in the region capitulated to Alexander after they saw the genius and relative ease with which he captured Tyre.

	The city will not be inhabited or rebuilt (vss. 19-21)
	There is a modern day city of Tyre, but it exists on the island, not the mainland that Alexander dismantled and historians say is now under sea.


Jesus
	Despised and rejected
	Isa 53:3
	John 1:11;Luke 23:18;Acts 4:11

	Scourged
	Isa 53:5
	Matt 27:26

	Silent to accusations
	Isa 53:7
	Mark 15:4-5

	Buried with the rich
	Isa. 53:9
	Matt 27:57-60

	Numbered with the transgressors 
	Isa 53:12
	Mark 15:27-28

	Interceded for the transgressors
	Isa 53:12
	Luke 23:24


Comparison

Just because the Bible predicted some things that came true, doesn’t necessarily mean we should take it as the inspired Word of God.  Others in history, like Nostradamus, also predicted things that came true.  Two of his most famous predications include:

· Predicted death of  Henry II

· Predicted London fire in ‘66
B. Archeology
DISCUSSON: Why can’t archeology prove the Bible is the Word of God?
QUOTE: Dr. John McRay stated, “Spiritual truths cannot be proved or disproved by archaeological discoveries.”  If that is the case, what good is there at looking at archeological evidence?  Basically, if the incidental details of an historical account proves to be true, it lends credibility to other things claimed in the historical record that aren’t as easily confirmed.
ILLUSTRATION: This past summer, I went to Mississippi to attend Delores’ class reunionon.  On the way there, we took exit 1C in in Vicksburg, Mississippi, got gas at Valero, and we ate lunch at Whataburger where I ordered a cherry pie for dessert.
If you were going to validate my story, you could check to see if there is an exit 1C that has a Valero with a Whataburger next to it, and you could validate they serve cherry pies.  If the details check out, that doesn’t prove my whole story is true, but it does enhance the accuracy of the events.  
I’m going to cite three examples from Lee Strobel’s The Case for Christ.  I’ll focus specifically on chapter 5 “The Scientific Evidence” that shows archeological evidence supports the Gospel accounts of Christ.
1. Archeological confirmation of Luke
Luke 3:1 – Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene
Detractors stated Luke couldn’t be trusted because there was secular evidence stating Lysanias Chalcis half a century earlier.  They claimed if he couldn’t get this simple fact right, how can we trust what he wrote about Jesus?

Archeologists in the 20th century found an inscription from the reign of Tiberious AD 14 to AD 37, and it lists Lysanias as the tetrarch of Abilene.
2. Archeological confirmation of John
John 5:2 – five porches
Archeologists in the 20th century excavated the pool at Bethesda, which lay 40 feet below ground today, and it had five porches as John stated.

3. Archeological confirmation of Nazareth
Mark 1:9 – Jesus was from Nazareth
www.athiest.org you can find the article Frank R. Zindler  wrote titled, Where Jesus Never Walked.  In the article he claims, “Nazareth is not mentioned even once in the entire Old Testament, nor do any ancient historians or geographers mention it before the beginning of the fourth century.”

Since the temple was destroyed in A.D. 70, there was no need to have priests there, and they were sent out to other locations.  Archeologists found a list in Armiac describing 24 families , and noted one of them moved to Nazareth.
In addition, archeological digs have uncovered 1st Centruy tombs in the vicinity of Nazareth, which concide with the distances for Jewsish burial laws.  

QUOTE:  Nelson Glueck (1900 – 1971) was an American rabbi, academic and archaeologist.  His work resulted in the discovery of over 1,500 ancient sites.  He stated, “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.”
While I don’t think we can look to archeologiy to prove the Bible is true, I think we can find archeological evidence to support many of the details recorded in the Bible, and this lends credence to its accuracy.
C. Manuscripts
In Lee Strobel’s book, The Case For Christ, he spends Chapter 3 discussing the “The Documentary Evidence”.  
1. Number of manuscripts
Dr. Bruce Metzger (1914-2007) was a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, and a scholar of Greek, New Testament and Old Testament.  He wrote over 50 books on these subjects.  

QUOTE: Dr. Metzger stated, “The quantity of New Testament material is almost embarrassing in comparison with other works of antiquity.”  He went on to note we have over 5,000 copies of the Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, and the closes runner up is Homer’s Illiad, of which we have around 650 copies.  He later said there are over 24,000 ancient manuscripts that were in other languages.

2. Dead Sea Scrolls
· Discovered in 1947 by a shepherd boy near Jericho.  Dated to about 100 B.C.

· Contain parts of every OT book except Ester

· The book of Isaiah is 95% agreeable to texts 1100 years older, the other 5% is spelling mistakes and grammar
III. Sola Scriptura

This a Latin phrase that means, “by scripture alone”, and it is the doctrine that the Bible contains all knowledge necessary for salvation and holiness.
DISCUSSON: Why isn’t the Bible the “final authority” in our lives?
That was a little bit of a trick question in that I used the phrase “final authority”, which implies there maybe other authorities in our lives that could potentially conflict with the Word of God.  When we need to find an authority to answer spiritual questions, we have at least two choices:
Option 1: Bible, sacred tradition, and church governance

Many Christian churches espouse this view that there are additional sources of authority including traditions and church governance

This option allows for men or women to receive additional inspiration from God, and for these people to pass this on to the church through teaching and additional doctrines.  

Option 2: Sola scriptura “by scripture alone”
This was one of the main reasons the reformation movement started and so many churches split from the Catholic church.  The church of Christ adheres to this doctrine.

Col 2:8 beware traditions of men

Gal 1:6-10 any other gospel

Jude 1:3 faith delivered once, for all

2 Tim 3:16-17 man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped
Conclusion

It ultimately takes faith to believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and it is all sufficient for our faith.
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