Week 3: Why It Matters what you Believe – Faith
Agenda
· Definitions
· Getting and growing faith
· Discuss the critical importance of faith and belief
I. Definitions
Merriam- Webster online dictionary 
Faith is a firm belief in something for which there is no proof.

Belief is a conviction of the truth of some statement especially when based on examination of evidence. 
I think Faith and Belief are basically the same thing.  They both come down to trust.  They are just different forms of the same word as we see when we look at the original Greek Text.  

The New Testament Greek Lexicon based on Thayer's and Smith's Bible Dictionary

Pistis – is the noun form that is generally translated as faith – it is a conviction of the truth of anything - assurance
Pisteuo (pist yoo o) – is the verb form that is generally translated s believe -- to think to be true – to put trust in

Because English (borrowing from Latin) did not develop so as to use faith as a verb, as in “he that faitheth and is baptized”, or “these things are written that you may faith” or “unless you faith that I am He you will be lost in your sins”…English used a word whose root is not recognizable as being related to the noun.  This verb, believe, and its associated noun, belief, are used to express the idea of the noun faith, such that the visibility of the Greek etymology and root-similarity are lost.

The words are translated according to their context as either faith/belief/trust/assurance/obey/persuade or be persuaded/convince or be convinced/submit/yield, etc.

Knowledge is the fact or condition of knowing something with familiarity gained through experience or association
DISCUSSION:  What is the difference between knowledge and belief?

With knowledge, you know something is true because of firsthand, indisputable evidence whether it be your’s or someone else’s.  For example, I know Ferman drives a black Prius because I’ve seen it.    

Belief on the other hand is something you believe to be true or false.  You may have evidence to support your claim, but it is disputable and not a “universal truth”.  For example, I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and I can point to prophecies, archeological evidence, and manuscripts as evidence to support my belief.  Even with those evidences, it is a matter of faith whether others believe the same thing as I do about the Bible.
On the slide, you see two categories, things that are “unprovable” and things that are “provable”.  Next you see eight different items.  Let’s work through these items:

	Santa Clause – mythical giver of toys

Easter Bunny – mythical giver of candy
	Joseph Smith – the prophet and founder of the Latter Day Saints

Jim Jones – religious leader, and proclaimed faith healer

	Jesus – the Son of God

Allah – typically refers to the Muslim name for God
	1+1=2
The earth has one moon


I do not mean to be disrespectful by including Jesus in this list.  I am doing this to show you that Jesus, along with all the others are things in which people can put their conviction of truth into – even to the point of death.
In the case of the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus, children routinely believe these exist every year because their own parents and the Western world, tells them they exist, and they bring good stuff.

In the case of Jim Jones and Joseph Smith, these were men that lived on this earth in the last 200 years, and they claim to have special inspiration from God.  

Jesus and Allah are important names for the Christian and Muslim faiths.  

All of these serve as examples as things that we can put faith into.  I also have two other items, which I am going to call “provable truths” for lack of a better phrase.  From the youngest to the oldest, and from anyone that has the gift of sight, you can prove these truths.  I do not think it requires any amount of faith to believe these things because we can reproduce them, observe them, and they require no “leap of faith” to believe.
DISCUSSION:  Do you think I am correct in stating six items require faith, and two don’t?
DISCUSSION:  Which column do you think Jesus should be in for individual Christians?

I want to make one thing crystal clear about belief in Jesus.  In your own personal life, you can and should place Jesus in the “provable” column; however, in doing so, that doesn’t necessarily mean that you can universally prove to the world your personal belief that Jesus is the Son of God.  You most definitely will have evidences in your life that led you to this belief, this conviction, that Jesus belongs in this column, but keep in mind in your evidences may mean nothing to a person down the street.

II. Getting and growing faith
Romans 10:17 tells us that Faith coming by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.  We initially develop our faith by hearing and studying the Bible.  Through this process, we then have a choice to make as to whether we truly believe that Jesus was the Son of God, he died on the cross, and he rose from the dead to redeem of us from our sins.    With that belief, people then take the next step and get baptized to start their Christian walk.

Getting faith is not enough.  We need to be in the business of growing our faith. 
DISCUSSION:  How do you grow your faith?

· Doing good works – James 2 mentions the importance of good works in our lives, and it is something by which we can show our faith.  I think our faith grows as we help other people.
DISCUSSION:  What is the difference between the Christian belief and the demon’s belief?

James 2:19 “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!”

Christians not only believes in God, but they also believes Jesus has the power to cleanse our sins.  It is through this belief they go out and do good works for others to win them over to Christ.

· Trials – James 1:2-4 and Romans 5:3-5 It is in God’s plan to send us trials that will test our faith.  When we successfully conquer whatever is put before us, it strengthens our faith and gives us hope.
James 1:2-4 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
Romans 5:3-5 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
· Trust in God and prayer – Phil 4:6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”
III. Discuss the critical importance of faith and belief
A. What you believe can literally be a matter of life or death.  
ILLUSTRATION: In the middle of the jungle in Guyana, South America, nearly 1,000 people drank a lethal cyanide punch or were shot to death, following the orders of their leader, Jim Jones.  Mothers and fathers used syringes to force the deadly drink into the mouths of their children, and then drank it themselves.   People screamed.   Bodies trembled.   And within a few minutes on Nov. 18, 1978, over 900 people were dead.

Jones used his follower’s faith, drug addiction, and need to feel like part of a community to keep people at the compound despite the less than stellar conditions.  I don’t want to get into all the details and conspiracy theories; however, I would like to use this story to show “what you believe” can be a matter of life and death in both a physical and spiritual sense.
If I put my faith in a church or a spiritual leader, I am in danger of accepting and believing things that could prove harmful to me.  I think that is one of the lessons we can learn from the Jonestown massacre.  If you read your New Testament, you will not find anything there where Jesus promotes or condones the kinds of things that happen in the name of Christian religion today.  

B. False teachers will abound

Acts 20:29-31 Paul warned the Ephesians brethren about false teachers rising up.

“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.  Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.”

Col 2:8 Paul warned the brethren at Colossi about philosophy and traditions of men 
“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.”

One of the more interesting things I read about the Jonestown massacre was the harsh treatment of his followers, which included beatings, working long hours with poor food, as well Jones having sex with both men and women of his congregation.  One paper I read, noted the community was called “The People’s Temple”, but in reality it was “Jones’ Temple” to do all the things he wanted to do.
2 Tim 4:1-4 Paul warned Timothy about people turning away from sound doctrine.
“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at[a] His appearing and His kingdom:  Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;  and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
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