Week 5: Why It Matters what you Believe – Morality
ILLUSTRATION: Is it always right to tell the truth?

Imagine with me for just a moment that it is a beautiful autumn evening.  You are in a two-story home, and upstairs is a sleeping child.  Since we are imagining, the child can be a son or granddaughter, a little brother or niece, or it could even be the neighbor kid next door that you are babysitting.  Suddenly, the window shatters and an armed intruder breaks into your home and ties you up.  The intruder asks, “Is there anyone else in the house?”  Fearing the safety of the young child upstairs, how do you respond?  Would it be OK to tell a lie to protect this innocent child?
QUOTE: Someone once said, "Morality, like art, consists in drawing a line somewhere." 
This morning, we are continuing our study, “Why it Matters what you Believe.”  We are going to talk about morality, and how we draw the line between right and wrong.

Specifically we’ll look at the concepts of:  
· Moral Absolutism

· Situation Ethics

· Justifications

· Examples

· Concerns

· Why it matters what you believe about morality
I. Moral Absolutism
Moral Absolutism is the ethical view that certain actions are absolutely right or absolutely wrong, regardless of extenuating circumstances, regardless of consequences, regardless of the intentions behind the actions, and regardless of the outcomes.  Some people talk about a “natural law” where all people understand things in the same way, but from a Christian standpoint, the source for moral absolutes is God’s Word.
In the introduction story with the armed intruder, lying is absolutely wrong at all times because after all Rev 21:8 among other scriptures tells us liars will burn in the fiery lake.

The challenge with moral absolutes from the Bible is which ones do you follow?  For example:
DISCUSSION:  How do we know which of God’s commands in the Bible are applicable for us today?
Lev 19:19 – Not to wear clothes of mixed linen and wool

Num 15:37-41 – Blue tassels on garments to remember God’s commandments

Deut 21:18-21 – Stone disobedient children

Unlike the Old Testament where God’s people had specific ceremonial and judicial laws, the New Testament has less of a legalistic set of do’s and don’ts.  The New Testament focuses a lot more on the moral side of things.

Matt 5-7 (Sermon on the mount) covers many things for us to follow today including:
· Matt 5:21-26 – Murder/Hatred

· Matt 5:27-30 – Adultery

· Matt 5:31-32 – Divorce

· Matt 6:1-4 – Doing charitable deeds

Matt 22: 34-39 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”  Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Rom 13:8-10 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the commandments,  “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,”  “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely,  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
II. Situation Ethics
In the mid-1960s, Joseph Fletcher published the book, Situation Ethics, thereby securing for himself the dubious distinction, “the Father of Situation Ethics.”  Most folks realize this was not a new idea with Fletcher, and other philosophers had similar ideas before him.
Fletcher believed that there are no absolute laws other than the law of Agapē love and all the other laws were laid down in order to achieve the greatest amount of this love.  This means that all the other laws are only guidelines to how to achieve this love, and thus they may be broken if the other course of action would result in more love.
Justifications

· Love- Out of agape love for this child, it would be OK to not to tell the truth.

· Lesser and greater laws - Much in the same way that we can disobey the governing authorities if they are in conflict with God’s teaching, some people state protecting innocent lives is a greater good than telling the truth.

DISCUSSION:  Is there ever a time when it is OK to disobey God’s commandments?

Example Rahab – Josh 2:1-14
DISCUSSION:  Did Rahab lie?  

Depending on how you are scoring this at home, Rahab told several lies – she said she didn’t know where the men were form, she said they left, and she said she didn’t know where they went.
Heb 11:31 “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.”


Jam 2:25 “Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?”

DISCUSSION:  Is this story an example where God condoned situation ethics?

Nowhere in this story or in the New Testament references to Rahab do we find God condoning Rahab’s deception.  Instead, God condones her faith and her works.  

Example Rahab
ILLUSTRATION:  Joseph Fletcher in his book Situation Ethics, sites a true example as a means to justify adultery.  I don’t think the dates work since the Battle of the Bulge was 12/16/1944 to1/25/1945 and Germany surrendered on 5/8/1945.  

At the Battle of the Bulge, a German infantryman named Bergmeier was captured and taken into a prisoner of war camp in Wales.  Later, his wife, compelled to forage for food for their three children, was picked up by a Soviet patrol.  Before she could get word back to them, she was sent off to a prison camp in the Ukraine.

Within a few months, Bergmeier was released and upon return to Berlin began to search for his family.  He found the children, but was unable to locate his wife.  

Meanwhile, in the Ukraine, Mrs. Bergmeier learned through a sympathetic commandant that her husband and children were together in Berlin and were desperately trying to find her.  The Russian rules would allow her release for only two reasons: (1) an illness requiring medical care beyond the camp facilities, in which case she would be sent to a Soviet hospital elsewhere, and (2) pregnancy, in which case she would be returned to Germany as a liability.

She wrestled with the alternatives and finally asked a friendly camp guard to impregnate her.  When her condition was medically verified, she was immediately returned to Berlin and to her family.
Situation Ethics Concerns

Assumptions
DISCUSSION:  When the armed intruder asks, “Is there anyone else in the house”, what assumptions are you making if you answer no?
· Lying is the only way to protect the child.

· The armed intruder is going to harm the child.

· The young child won’t wake up and come downstairs.
· The intruder will take your word for it and not find the child.  The Bureau of made up statistics, reports 9 out of 10 armed intruders go look upstairs anyway.

DISCUSSION:  What assumptions did Mrs. Bergmeier make when she acted out this plan?

· This was the only way to get out

· She would get pregnant

· Her husband would understand and take her back

· God would be OK with this infidelity since it would mean being reunited with her family

Man’s reasoning

The first concern I have with situation ethics is it leaves everything up to each individual to decide what is right or wrong based on the “loving thing to do.”  A young couple that is in a committed, monogamous relationship decides it is the loving thing to do to have sex outside marriage.  A doctor decides it is the loving thing to do help his or her patient die.  
Prov 14:12 “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”

Jer 10:23 “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps”
Harm - I cannot commit adultery, murder, steal, bear false witness, or covet because all of those will harm my neighbor.  There is never a time when it is OK to do those things.

Rom 13:8-10 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the commandments,  “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,”  “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely,  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
Putting trust in yourself over God - Daniel 3 records the story of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah and how King Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to bow down before the image of gold?  Later in the same book, an order goes out that men are not to pray to anyone except the King, but Daniel defies the order.  Imagine these men reasoned in their minds and assumed that it would be better to obey Nebuchadnezzar so they might live and better serve God in the future?

Just because something is inconvenient, difficult, or there seems no way of escape, doesn’t mean we should choose evil.  

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;”

III. Why it matters what you believe about morality
Your will or God’s will?  - If we fail to live by moral absolutes in the New Testament, then I think we are putting our will before God’s on what we want to happen.  Stop and think about it for a minute – Do you really think God needs your help to get what He wants done?  I mean He is the creator of the universe, He made the Sun stand still, He knows the number of hairs on your head, and He named all the stars.  

If you look at the story of Rahab again as an example, did she have to lie?  No.  If she had told the truth, God would have provided a way for His will to be done.  Such as he did in Sodom and Gomorrah when he struck all the men blind that were trying to get the angels out of Lot’s house.  

Judgment day – 2 Cor 5:9-10 tells us that we are all going to “appear before the judgment seat of Christ” and we are going to give account for the deeds that we’ve done.  

“Doing right is always right”.  When you are tempted to do evil to bring about good, I would encourage you to look at the situation and ask yourself “do I want my will to be done or God’s will?”  “Am I leaning toward my understanding or I am trusting in God?”  If we trust in God and His will, then I don’t think we’ll have to stand before God and try to justify why we did something evil because we thought it would bring about good.
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