Week Eight: Why It Matters what you Believe – End Times/Judgment
We are continuing our study, “Why it matters what you believe”, and this week, we are studying the “End Times/Judgment”.  As you can see on the opening slide, it looks like we are just in time with this class since the World is going to end on May 11, 2011 or December 21, 2012!  If you do an Internet search for failed end of the world predictions, you’ll find numerous dates put forward by men, all of which have obviously come and gone.   

· Review of different end time beliefs
· Your Judgment 

· Why it matters what you believe about the end times
I. This “Isms”
Of all the things I’ve taught over the years, I’m a bit nervous about bringing up this first point because it involves a bunch of five and six syllable words to describe doctrines of men regarding the last days.  I will go on the record right now and tell you that I am not a Bible scholar, I’ve never taken a formal Bible class in a college setting.  I am just man that opened up the Bible this week, a man that prayed to God for understanding, and a man that is standing before you this morning attempting to teach you about the topic of Judgment.  With that said, I ask that we go through this first point without getting bogged down in the finer details of each of the view points.  I would like to get them out there on the table for consideration, and I would like to leave them with you to chew on this week, and decide if any of them fit what you have in mind about Jesus’ return, what Judgment means, and what really matters to you as an individual believer.
Before we get started, I would like to use the board to illustrate some key concepts that these doctrines have in common.

· Cross – Jesus died on the cross, was resurrected from the dead, and returned to Heaven.

· Millennium – Rev 20:1-6 mentions a 1,000 year reign.  

· Christ’s return – Acts 3:19-21 describes God’s plan for Jesus to return
· Final Judgment – Matt 25:31-33; Rev 20:11-15 These passages deal with a final judgment
· End of the world – 2 Pet 3:10-12; Matt 28:20 These passages indicate there is going to be an end to this world
A. Millennialism – This is a Christian end times belief that there will be a 1,000 year reign of Christ during which Satan is bound, and it will be followed by the Last Judgment.  From what I read, some form of millennialism has been around since the first century AD, and is a generally accepted belief held by most Christians.
B. Premillennialism – This Christian end times belief agrees with Millennialism, but adds in some extra stuff including a “great tribulation” (Matt 24:21) and a “rapture” (I Thes 4:16-18; I Cor 15:50-58) where Christians will meet the Lord in the air.  There are a several variants with different beliefs on the rapture and tribulation.  
C. Postmillennialism – This Christian end times belief includes some that agree with a literal 1,000 year reign, and others see it as figurative.  This end times belief holds that good will eventually over come evil, and Satan will gradually lose power/influence as the Kingdom of God spreads on earth up to The Judgment Day.  
D. Amillennialism – This Christian end times belief disagrees with the literal 1,000 year reign of Christ.  This belief holds that Rev 20 is a figurative in language.   You might be wondering how this different from Postmillennialism.  From what I gathered, Amillennialism doesn’t hold to the good overcoming evil.  This view holds to the other forms of millennialism that believe there is going to be some kind of falling away prior to The Judgment Day.
Matthew 24:1-4 – For the sake of time, we will not cover the entire 24th chapter.  In your studies this week, I encourage you to look at this passage and determine for yourself was Jesus describing a single event where all these things would happen, or was he describing two different events? 

I Cor 15:20-24 – Again for the sake of time, we will not cover the entire 15th chapter.  In your studies this week, I encourage you to look at this passage and determine for yourself what resurrection of the dead means.
I Thes 4:13-18 – This scripture is meant to be an encouragement to us about those that have passed away before Jesus’ return.  

E. Preterism – From what I can gather, this is a fairly new belief originating in the 17th Century.  This Christian end times belief holds that most if not all Biblical prophecies were already fulfilled in the 1st Century.  
a. Partial – This belief holds that the majority of the Biblical prophecies were fulfilled, but there are a still a few left to come (primarily the last few chapters of Revelation).  From what I read, folks with this belief generally align themselves to either Postmillennialism or Amillennialism, and the belief that Christ’s return will happen at some point in the future.
b. Full – This belief holds that all Biblical prophecies were fulfilled.  When the temple was destroyed in AD 70, the dead didn’t literally rise, but they did spiritually and left the interim place.  This Full Preterist believes Christ already returned.
II. Your Judgment 
I am going to draw one more symbol on the board.  This tombstone represents your death.  
Heb 9:27 

Rom14:10-12 

Now I have some bad news and some good news about this personal judgment.  
The Bad News is that we are all guilty as Paul states in Rom 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
The Good News is that Jesus declared the faithful are not guilty Rom 8:1-2 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”
III. What really matters
DISCUSSION:  Do you think these doctrines of men about the last times are matters of opinion or is professing in one of these a matter of salvation?  In other words, if I someone gets it wrong by putting their faith in one of these ideas, is it going to keep them out of Heaven?

If you want to accept one of these doctrines of men about how the end times are going to play out, that is your option.  However, if you want to put forward that you have to believe a certain way to be saved, then I think you need to be very careful with how you interpret the scriptures.  Paul discussed the importance of leading people astray about resurrection of the dead for example in 2 Timothy 2:16-18.

Regardless of what you believe, we need to make sure we are leading a life that is pleasing to God.
2 Cor 5:9-10 

1. This must be the Christian’s objective ... to be approved of God

2. We prepare by being baptized into Christ - Gal 3:26-27
3. We prepare by living for and to Christ – Eph 2:8-10
4. We are temperate in all things – I Cor 9:24-27
5. We finish what we started 2 Tim 4:6-8  
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