Week Nine: Why It Matters what you Believe – Church
We are continuing our study Why it matters what you believe, and today we are going to talk about the church.
· What’s in a name?

· Biblical Church Names

· Denominations verses Non-Denominations

· Why it matters what we believe about “church”
I. What’s in a name?
Ice Cream!

· Cherry Coconut Chocolate Chunk

· Chocolate Cherry Coconut Chunk

DISCUSSION:  Are these two ice creams the same?  What color(s) do you think the ice creams might be?  What are the chunks?
Words have meaning, and the order of the words affect their meaning and focus.

DISCUSSION:  Are you part of these?
· Westside Church of Christ

· Westside church of Christ

· church of Christ Westside

· church of God

· church of the firstborn

· Church of Christ (big “C”)

· church of Christ (little “c”)

ILLUSTRATION:  I remember as a kid going to a church of Christ in Springfield, Missouri.  As you walked up to the church building, they had a cornerstone with some words chiseled into it that said something to the effect “Founded here in 1959, founding in Jerusalem in 33 A.D.”  For a long time, I grew up thinking the “Church of Christ” (the one with the Big “C”) has been around since Christ died.

In 1824, Barton W. Stone, a former Presbyterian preacher, and Alexander Campbell, a reformed Baptist as he was called, met and joined forces in what was to be Restoration Movement.  From this unification, the Church of Christ (Big “C”) came about sometime in the mid to late 1800’s.  Reports vary on the exact date.
II. Biblical Church Names

The literal name “church of Christ” is not found in your Bible; however, you can find lots of church names such as:
· church of God – 8 times
· churches of God – 3 times
· church of the Living God – 1 time
· church of the firstborn – 1 time
· churches of God in Christ Jesus – 1 time 
· churches of Christ – 1 time Rom 16:16
Have you ever wondered what the early church called themselves?  It seems geographic descriptors were quite common in our New Testament.
1. the church that is in their house [Aquila and Prisca]. (1 Cor 16:19) 

2. the churches of Judea (Gal 1:22) 

3. the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea (1 Thess 2:14) 

4. the church which was at Jerusalem (Acts 8:1) 

5. the church that was at Antioch (Acts 13:1) 

6. the church which is at Cenchrea (Rom. 16:1) 

7. the church of God which is at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:2) 

8. the church of the Laodiceans (Col. 4:16) 

9. the church of the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 1:1) 

10. the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Th 1:1) 

11. the church of Ephesus (Rev. 2:1) 

III. Denominations verses Non-Denominations

Growing up in the church of Christ, the word “denomination” was basically a dirty word.  I remember dating a girl in High School who went to a conservative Baptist church, although I don’t remember which flavor of Baptist she was.  I went with her to church on a Wednesday night, and I was amazed at how similar it was to the church of Christ.  I mean they said prayers, they sang many of the same songs, they read from the Bible.  
I don’t want you to think I am necessarily endorsing the Baptist churches or denominations in general, I just want to point out they can have a lot of things in common.  The biggest point of contention with denominations is their physical headquarters and taking direction from a single man or group of people.  The churches of Christ view this as unbiblical compared to the early church.

That leads us to non-denominations.  The key here is autonomy.  Each congregation is responsible for itself, and it not accountable to some other church assuming it has elders.  
IV. Why it matters what we believe “church”
New Testament guidelines
Someday, you may find yourself in a place where you cannot find a church of Christ, or the ones you do are far from the straight and narrow.  I am much less concerned with the name on the outside of the building, as I am with what is going on in the inside of the building.  
2 Thessalonians 2:15 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.”  This was guidance from Paul to the church in Thessalonica.  At that time, they would have received teaching directly from the Apostles or by letters.  Today, we have the New Testament, and this is our guideline for what our worship.  When we studied the Why it matters what you believe about the Bible, we talked about how churches of Christ use only the Bible for our authority in the church.  We do not look to traditions of men or to a man or group of individuals to make decisions on what is allowed.

Followers of Christ go to Heaven
JOKE:  A young man dies and goes to Heaven.  As the story goes he meets up with Peter who takes him on a grand tour of the place.  They go down a vast hallway with doors on each side, and as they draw close to one door, Peter says, “Be very quiet and duck as we go past this door.”  The young man asks why, and Peter responds, “This is where the Church of Christ people are gathered and they think they are the only ones here.”
Granted, I don’t think Peter is going to be our tour guide in Heaven, but there is a grain of truth in this joke.  There are a lot of people, even here in this congregation, that think the only people in Heaven are those from the church of Christ.  They will claim they are speaking of the little “c” church, but from what I can tell that means they have a Big “C” on their sign.  

Do I think there will be Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Catholics, Presbyterians, and many other types in Heaven?  No, I don’t.  I think there will be Christians in Heaven, and only those that profess Christ will be there as stated in Acts 4:10-12.  If you follow after a religion that does not profess Jesus Christ, then I don’t think you will be saved.

Acts 4:10-12 “let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
Church vs. church

On the opening slide, I put a picture up that said, “Don’t go to church, be the church.”  I think that is crucial for all of us to remember.  

ILLUSTRATION:  I remember working on the initial Westside Web site.  We were talking about images to put on the site, and I along with others really pushed for the stained glass window from an artistic and marketing perspective.  It is very recognizable and it looks like nice.  Alton adamantly stated, the church is not the window, it is the people, and he encouraged us to include pictures of the congregration.

“church" is an English word. WEBSTERS NEW WORLD DICTIONARY OF THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE defines it as follows:

1. a building set apart or consecrated for public worship, esp. one for Christian worship 

ekklesia  (pronunced: ek-klay-see'-ah) is a Greek word and it has two meanings:
1) a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly

1d1) In a Christian sense, an assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting

Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”
The most important thing I want to share with you this morning about the church is that you are the church.  When you get together in Jesus name whether it be under this roof, in someone’s home, in the beautiful outdoors, you come together and form the church.  Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”
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