Week Five: Why It Matters what you Believe – Holy Spirit
This morning we are going to continue our study, “Why It Matters What You Believe”, and we are going to focus on the topic of the Holy Spirit.  I will admit up front, that we could spend the entire quarter on this topic alone, and in fact, we are doing that on Wednesday nights with a class dedicated to examining the Holy Spirit.  
· The Holy Spirit’s Impact on our Lives
· Being Filled with the Holy Spirit

· Being Led by the Holy Spirit

I. The Holy Spirit’s Impact on our Lives
Eph 5:18-21
DISCUSSION:  What is the significance of Paul contrasting being drunk and being filled with the Holy Spirit?
In both cases, you are placing yourself under the influence and control of something.  

People under the influence of alcohol experience altered behavior.  They may say or do things they would not ordinarily do.  Emotions may be heightened for a brief period, causing the person to experience a range of emotions from anger, to elation, and even depression.  If people drink enough wine, their mental processes will be affected and their decision making ability will be radically altered—almost always with a negative result.  

ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever had a problem with your computer before and you thought about taking your frustrations on it?  Well, Joshua Campbell, a 23-year-old Utah man, apparently was having some problems with the main server at the mortgage company where he worked.  On the night of August 12, 2010, after drinking heavily with some friends, Mr, Campbell got what you might call “rip-roaring” drunk, and he made some threats about shooting the office server that was causing him so many problems.  
Lo and behold, that same night, someone entered the office where Mr. Campbell worked and proceeded to ventilate the server with Mr. Campbell’s .45 semi-automatic handgun.  Fortunately, Mr. Campbell was at the scence and he called the police reporting that he’d been mugged, assaulted drugged by a mystery man, and that someone had just shot the company’s $100,000 server.  

The police arrived, put two and two together, and charged Mr. Campbell with felony criminal mischief and three misdemeanors: carrying a weapon while under the influence, lying to police and public intoxication.
People that place themselves under the influence and control of spirit also experience some altered behavoiur, and Paul gives some examples:
· v19 - A joyful heart filled with singing to the Lord 

· v20 - A heart filled with thanksgiving

· v 21 - An attitude of mutual submission 
II. Being filled with the Holy Spirit
Continuing in Eph 5:18, I would like to concentrate on the phrase Paul used here of “be filled with the Spirit”.  

In Greek as in English commands can be either active or passive.  An active command would be “Go to the store and pick up some milk, please.”  Another example would be “Fill that hole with dirt.”  But Ephesians 5:18 is in the passive voice. 
DISCUSSION:  What is the difference between “Fill yourself with the Spirit” and “Be filled with the Spirit”?

To be “be filled” means that the filling of the Spirit is a work of God, not man.
QUESTION:  What does the phrase “be filled with the Spirit” imply?
That you are fillable!

ILLUSTRATION:  I have two plastic containers, one is filled with water, and the other is closed.  I cannot put something else (e.g., sand, rocks, etc) in this container because it is already full.  In the second container, I cannot put anything in if the lid is sealed shut.  In much the same way, Christians cannot “be filled with Spirit” if they are full of the themselves and/or the World, and if they have simply closed their heart.

DISCUSSION:  How do we meet Paul’s command to “be filled with the Spirit”?

Acts 2:38 – You get the Spirit at Baptism

Rom 8:5; Col 3:1-2 – We set our minds on things of the Spirit and not of the flesh
Col 3:16 – Let the Word of Christ dwell in you, and be thankful
III. Being Led by the Spirit
Rom 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
DISCUSSION:  What do you think it means to be “led by the spirit”?
I think the Holy Spirit can lead us externally through the revealed word of God.
2 Tim 3:16-:17 
DISCUSSION:  Do you think being “led by spirit” includes feeling, emotions, or intuitions?

I do think being led by the spirit can include “internal” things as well.
Eph 3:16 – Paul prayed the Ephesians would be strengthened through “His spirit”

Rom 8:26 Spirit leds us in prayer to ask God for the things we don’t know how to ask for

Illustration:  Last summer our air conditioner quit working.  I went outside and looked at it, but I couldn’t tell you what was wrong.  I couldn’t even describe the problem to the AC folks we called.  All I knew is my home was getting hot!  We had a repairmen come check things out.  He got on his phone and made a call to the office, he used words and model #’s that I had no idea what they meant, but the person on the other end of the line understood him.  Our AC got fixed.  My need was met because someone came and communicated to headquarters in words I could not express.
The key thing to remember when it comes to our emotions, feelings, and intuitions, is that we cannot let these things fool us into contradicting God’s word.  

IV. Why it matters what we believe

A. The Spirit and the Bible do not contradict

QUOTE:  I’m not sure who said it, but there is a great quote “The Holy Spirit won't lead you where God's Word can't take you”.

Eph 6:17 “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”  The Sword of Spirit is God’s Word and the two cannot be in contradiction.

If you are feeling “moved by the Spirit” to do something in your life, it is not going to be something that will contradict the Bible.  The Spirit is not going to tell you to commit evil; however, you own conscience might try to convince yourself that something wrong is actually good.

B. More on being “filled with Spirit”  

We cannot be filled by simply coming to church, mouthing the words to the songs, and punching our “Christian time card”.  No, we have to do as Jesus said in Luke 9:23 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”  I think this denying ourselves is the process of pouring out the things of the world, the bitterness, the anger, the wrath, the guilt, the resentment, the sin, and letting God’s Spirit fill that vacuum.

ILLUSTRATION:  One of my favorite songs is “None of Self and All of Thee” that Theodore Monod, a Presbytyrian Minister, wrote back in 1874.  The original song is four verses, and I think it describes the process of “being filled with Spirit” quite well.


Verse 1 

Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow That a time could ever be,

When I proudly said to Jesus, “All of self, and none of Thee.”


Verse 2

Yet He found me; I beheld Him Bleeding on th’ accursed tree, 

And my wistful heart said faintly, “Some of self, and some of Thee.”

Verse 3

Day by day His tender mercy, Healing, helping, full and free,

Brought me lower while I whispered, “Less of self, and more of Thee.”

Verse 4

Higher than the highest heaven, Deeper than the deepest sea,

Lord, Thy love at last has conquered: “None of self, and all of Thee.”
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