Week Eleven: Why It Matters what you Believe – Women’s Role
We are continuing our study, why it matters what you believe, and today we are going to take a look at the women’s role.
· Women in Early Times
· Women in the New Testament

· Women’s Roles 

· Why it matters what you believe

I. Women in Early Times
A. Ancient Greece

Women were considered inferior to men. Aristotle viewed women as somewhere between slaves and freemen. Wives led lives of seclusion and practical slavery.
B. Romans

In Rome, women were not allowed to be active in politics, so nobody wrote about them. Neither were they taught how to write, so they could not tell their own stories.  Wealthy women could have some independence, but this was somewhat rare.  Even Julia, the daughter of Emperor Augustus, denounced her publically for openly having numerous lovers, and sent her into exile.

C. Jews 

Though the Jewish opinion of womanhood during the time of Christ needed considerable improvement—a male’s morning prayer expressed thanks to God that the petitioner was neither a Gentile, a slave, or a woman—such attitudes were the result of heathen influences.

While women were somewhat legally inferior under the law of Moses, practically speaking, wives and mothers in Israel enjoyed the greatest of dignity. Mothers were to be honored (Exodus 20:12) and to rebel against, or show disrespect for, one’s mother was a most serious offense which could be punished by death.

Though the Hebrew woman was under the authority of her father and later of her husband, she enjoyed considerable freedom and was not shut up in the harem . . . . Though women did not ordinarily inherit property, in a case of a sonless home the daughters might inherit (Num. 27). It was a man’s world, but Hebrew law protected woman’s person. Rape was punishable. Harlotry was forbidden (Lewis)
II. Women in the New Testament
A. Christ’s Interaction with women
1. Genealogy 
DISCUSSION: What is unique about the genealogy of Christ found in Matthew 1:1-17?
While not completely unheard of, it was rather unusual to list women in a genealogy.  Some scholars believe this was done on purpose to point out the role of women would take on a new light in the 1st Century.

2. Jesus openly defied the attitudes of his day in his frequent dealings with women

Woman at the well John 4:27
Harlot who anointed Jesus’ feet and washed them with her hair Luke 7:36
Godly women ministered to Jesus Luke 8:3
B. Both Men and Women bound by marriage laws

Under the law of Christ, both male and female are equally obligated to the marriage ordinance; neither husband nor wife should depart from the other 1 Corinthians 7:11.

In the case of marital infidelity, the woman is granted the equal privilege of divorce and remarriage Matthew 19:9; Mark 10:11-12
C. Men and Women Equal in Salvation

In the matter of salvation, both stand on equal footing before God. Paul says concerning those who have obeyed the gospel: “[T]here can be no male and female; for ye all are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28
Heirs together (joint heirs in some translations) 1 Peter 3:7 “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.”

III. Women’s Role
I am a little nervous about this section simply because in 21st Century teams, some would say the Church of Christ view on the role of women is old fashioned, sexist, oppressive, and not politically correct.  That may very well be true, but it is the Word of God that we are looking to for our command and example.  

A. Manage the House
Paul points out one role for women is the managing of the house.  

· I Timothy 5:14 “Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.”
DISCUSSION: What do you think “manager the house  means?

B. Servant
Rom 16:1-2 “I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.”

Php 4:2-3 “I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.”

DISCUSSION: What ways can women be servants in the church?
Teaching younger women

Titus 2:1-5

DISCUSSION:  Why do you think I included verses 1 and 2?  
The word ‘likewise’ ties together the teaching for men with the teaching for women.

C. Teaching children

2 Tim 1:1-5

Timothy did not grow up with a believing father, and I think these verses give clear example to show how Timothy’s mother and grandmother brought him up in the faith.
D. Teaching with husbands in home studies

Acts 18:24-26 “Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”
This is an interesting short couple of verses, and I think it is a clear example where a married couple can teach a man in a home study, private study kind of setting.

IV. Why it matters what we believe
The world is at odds with the New Testament example and teaching for women and their roles.  I would like to go on record and state that I have no problem with women getting an education, having a career, striving for equality in the workforce, etc.  I do have a problem with the world’s view when it comes to the woman’s role in the church.
A. No New Testament examples of women teaching or leading men

There is a fancy word called hermeneutics to describe how we interprete the scriptures.  The church of Christ look to three main points, command, example, and necessary inference to determine if something is to be taken literal or if we need to read in context to understand things.

1 Tim 2:12 “And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.”

DISCUSSION: Is this verse enough guidance on women not teaching men?

How many times does God have to say something for it to be true? Since the command is given, admittedly only once, and since it is in the context of how we are to conduct ourselves in the household of God, then we can conclude that once is enough.
B. Women are to keep silent in church

1 Cor 14:34-35 “Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.”


DISCUSSION: Where does this pertain today?

C. The woman’s role is not inferior in the “body of the church”

I Cor 12:12-31
I think this is one of the most critical things for all of us to remember because we all have different roles, gifts, and talents that we can use for the church.  We need to make sure that we are not looking to elevate ourselves and bring glory to ourselves, but that we are humble serving the body in whatever way we can.  
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